


At a landmark peace summit flailed as a major success, world leaders agreed to launch a coordinated campaign against terrorism and reinforce the peace process 


Arafat 

satisfied 

PALESTINIAN President 
Yasser Arafat, following a 
45-mraute meeting with US 
President Bin CImion yes- 
terday, told reporters he ex- 
pected the Israel! blocade of 
Palestinian territories to be 
totally Kited “in a few 
days,” AFP reported. 

Arafat and Clinton met in | 
Khaim El-Sheikh soon after 
the conclusion of the- 
Peacemakers' Summit 
They were joined by French 
President Jacques Chirac to- 
wards the end of their meet- 
ing- . 

Arafat said his dis- 
cussions with CKtrtan dealt 
with “everything ■ pong 
cerning the peace proi&s.'f 
including the effects de- 
ployed jointly” by Chrton 
and President Horan Mu- 
barak. 

Commenting on the sum- 
mit, Arafat said it ' was 
“positive," and satisfied 
moat Palestinian demands. 

Under siege . 

ISRAELI officials said yes- 
terday that Israel , has eased 
its closure of die Gaza Strip 
for 24 hours to allow ship- 
ments of food and medkane 
into foe zone. Thirty-five 
truckloads ofbasic products 
were due to enter Gaza 
from Israel [through the Kar- 
oi crossing, an army 


However, a ban on lonies 
from Gaza travelling into 
Israel remained in place and 
Palestinians were still 
barred from leaving foe 
strip or their villages and 
towns in foe West Bank. 

Libyan praise 

LIBYA yesterday reiterated 
its opposition to the Peace- 
makers Summit, but praised 
Egypt for trying to focus 
foe summit on strength- 
ening foe Middle East peace 
process instead of con- 
centrating on combating ter- 
rorism. A commentary by 
foe official sews agency 
Jana received in Tunis said, 
“When Egypt talks in foe 
name of the Arab. nation, 
and defends it, it deserves 
support from all Arabs from 
the Atlantic to foe.GuI£ N 

Qatar InVite 

QATAR, spearheading 
Arab Gulf countries in nor- 
malising relations with Is- 
rael, issued an open in- 
vitation to Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres yes- 
terdav to make a ground- 
brealong first visit to foe 
Golf country. • 

In his speech to foe 
Peacemakers Sunumtj Qa- 
tar’s Interior Minister ; 
Sheikh Abdallah Bin Kha- 
lifa said, “I officially invite 
PrintehfipistgrPfcre& teviaK 
it Qatar whenever it sails 
him" 


In a dramatic show of solidarity, world lead- 
ers, "w-hvtmg Presidents Hosm Mubarak and 
Bill Clinton, vowed yester da y to work togeth- 
er in a war on terrorism, cutting off foe fi- 
nancial sources of terro ri st s, and to revive the 
•faltering Middle East peace 'effort. 

The gathering of kings, presidents, sheikha, 
prime ministers, princes and senior officials 
at foe Red Sea resort of Shann El-Sheikh fol- 
lowed four suicide bombing attacks by Is- 
lamist militants killed 58 people in Israel 
in the space of 10 days- Israel retaliated by 
blockading foe West Bank and Gaza and con- 
fining Palestinians to their villages and towns, 
forcing foe pence process to grind to a hah. 

. The Summit of the Peacemakers declared 
determination to continue working for a test- 
ing peace in the Middle East and said it would 
reinforce the peace process politically and ec- 
ononncaBy. 

“Now foroogh foe region, as well as foe 
world, there are 'peacemakers who stand 
against terror," Clinton said in a joint news 
conference with Mubarak. 

^ Mubarak, who played a key role in bio--., 
kcring pence and the Pal- 

. es finiawK, hailedtite'saiflimit aa'a: success, say- 
ing all foe leaders reiterated “their profound 
commitment to the promotion of peace and 
security throughout the region" 

.“ft is our hope that foe peace process will 
be activated and revived without delay," he 
said. Mubarak also expressed hope that foe 
crippling closure of Palestinian territories im- 
posed after foe suicide attacks “will be eased 
and fifted as soon as possibles" 

Isaeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres said Is- 
raelis “can sleep more easily" after the strong 
stand taken by foe 29 participants in foe sum- 
mit 

“ Peace and security are two sides of foe 
same coin," Clinton said, noting that die fate 
and prosperity of Israel and its neighbours are 
inlet-linked. 


PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak, 
in statements made to AJ- 
Akram Weekly’s Nevine Khalil, 
said that it was necessary to 
convene the peacemakers 
summit because foe peace pro- 
cess “deteriorated sharply" 
following the bombings in Is- 
rael. Noting that terrorist ac- 
tivity cannot be pre-empted 
“100 per cent," Mubarak said: 
“So we found it very im- 
portant to call for an inter- 
national conference to show 
that terrorism is being de- 
nounced by a large majority 
•of world leaden." 

Mubarak added: “We ex- 
pected this [the bombings] 
from people wbo don’t want 
peace and we should realise 
that there are people who 


Space to act 
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don’t want peace.” 

Asked whether the confer- 
ence achieved results other 
than those contained in the fi- 
nal declaration, Mubarak re- 
plied: “There are things which 
are not being declared." But 
be said the conference “gave 
room for {Palestinian leader 
Yasser] Arafat to act” and en- 
couraged Israeli Prime Min- 


ister Shimon Peres to ease the 
blockade imposed on the Pal- 
estinian territories. Mubarak 
described the closure as “very 
bad.” 

Asked whether the summit 
discussions covered the coun- 
tries which give refuge to ter- 
rorists, Mubarak said: “Yes 
we did discuss it." 

Answering another question 


on bow the countries pro- 
moting terrorism should be 
determined, Mubarak replied: 
“This should be left to bodies 
like the United Nations, for ex- 
ample. They have named Lib- 
ya, but Libya does not do any- 
thing. [Libyan leader 
Moammar] Gaddafi speaks in 
anger because of the sanctions 
imposed on his country." 

On Syria’s boycott of the 
summit, Mubarak said: “They 
said they won’t come as long 
as their land remains oc- 
cupied. I told them that they 
shouldn't miss this op- 
portunity to say whatever 
they want to say and that 
staying away is just not right. 
However, they have their own 
reasons." 


in a six-poim pian outlined by a concluding 
declaration; foe ieades formed a “working 
^gWup" that will prepare recun.menithfofrns to 
oottiat terrorism, reporting back in 30 days. 

The statement outlined the summit's ob- 
jectives: enhance foe Middle East peace pro- 
cess, promote security in the region and de- 
feat terrorism. 

“This is a historic showing of the strength 
of peace in foe Middle East today,” Clinton 
said, describing foe summit as “very serious, 
very successful, very productive” He said it 
was “remarkable” that the meeting had 
agreed to take “specific steps" to combat ter- 
rorism but also said it was wrong to equate Is- 
lam with such violence. ’ 

Despite Syria's absence, both Mubarak and 
Clinton said they believed President Hafez 
Al-Assad wanted to achieve peace with Is- 
rael. 


The leaders also agreed to bring terrorists to 
justice, prevent their recruitment sn*f “exert 
niauraiau u> i&iiiifj of ’fi- 

nancing for these groups and to cut them o!T." 
. “With every milestone passed along the 
path of peace and progress, the enemies of 
peace have grown more desperate and de- 
praved," Clinton said in his brief public re- 
marks at the summit. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat promised to 
“stand against terrorism” and “uproot it from 
our lands because our dreams of self- 
determination could never come true in a sea 
of blood and teats." 

He said the Palestinians and Israel should 
stand united, adding that he viewed the sum- 
mit as a show of support for his people. “You 
are with us,” he told the leaders. 

But underlying the words of unity and de- 
termination were tough questions about how 


The Sharm El-Sheikh declaration 

Below is the full text of the summit’s declaration, signed by Clinton and Mubarak 


“The summit of peacemakers has just concluded. This meeting 
took place at a time when the peace process confronts serious 
threats. The summit had three fundamental objectives: to en- 
hance the peace process, to promote security and to combat ter- 
ror. 

“Accordingly, participants here today: 

“Express their full support for the Middle East peace process 
and tbeir determination that this process continue in order to ac- 
complish a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in toe region. 

“Affirm their determination to promote security and stability 
and to prevent foe enemies of ’peace from achieving their ul- 
timate objective of destroying foe real opportunity for peace in 
the region. 

“Re-emphasise their strong condemnation of all acts of terror 
in all its abhorrent fonss, whatever its motivations, and whoever 
its perpetrators, including foe recent attacks in Israel, consider 
them alien to foe moral and spiritual values declared by all the 
peoples of the region, and reaffirm their intention to stand 
staunchly against all such acts, and to urge all governments to 
join them in this condemnation and opposition. 

“To that end. we decided: 

“[A] To support the Israeii-Palestinian agreements, the con- 
tinuation of foe negotiating process, and politically, econom- 
ically to reinforce it, to enhance the security situation for bofo 


with special attention to the current and pressing economic needs 
of the Palestinians. 

“[B] To support continuation of foe negotiating process in or- 
der to achieve a comp reh ensive settlement. 

“|C] To work together to promote security and stability in foe 
region by developing effective and practical means of coop- 
eration and further assistance. 

U [D] To promote coordination efforts to stop acts of terror on 
bilateral, regional and international levels, ensuring instigators of 
such acts are brought to justice, supporting efforts by all parties 
to prevent their territories from being used for terrorist purposes 
and preventing terrorist organisations from engaging in re- 
cruitment, supplying arms or fund-raising. 

“[E] To exert maximum efforts to identify and determine the 
sources of financing for these groups and to cooperate in cutting 
them off and by providing training, equipment and other forms 
of support to those taking steps against groups using violence 
and terror to undermine peace, security or stability. 

“[F] To form a working group open ro all summit participants 
to prepare recommendations on bow best to implement foe de- 
cisions contained in foe statement through ongoing work and to 
report to the participants within 30 days.” 

The declaration was signed by foe summit’s co-hosts. Pres- 
idents Bill Clinton and Hosni Mubarak. 


to fashion solutions to terrorism as well as al- 
- iusions to *foe decades of bitter distrust that 
n;re ju-t beginning :l> heaL •• 

Arafat complained about the closure of foe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and foe blockading 
of Palestinian towns that he said was stran- 
gling his people’s economy “to foe extent of 
famine.” The Israeli action also undermined 
the PLO's political standing in the region, Ar- 
afat said. 

Peres demanded action from the Pal- 
estinians. noting that “security and peace are 
indivisible." 

“They must fight to prevent terror ” de- 
clared Peres, whose political future Clinton 
hoped to bolster by visiting Israel after at- 
tending foe summit. 

In a plea to the participating leaders, Peres 
said, “Terrorism knows no borders; so bor- 
ders must not restrain action to smash the ter- 
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113 and Israel to sign defence pact 


THE US and Israel woe expected to an- 
nounce today a major Memorandum of 
Uoderstandmg, believed to be the most 
important executive agreement “upgrading 
security ties between foe two states, 

. US. President CHntan flew to Israel yes- 
terday after attending the Peacemakers 
Summit He was expected to work out foe 
final details of the security package during 
an unprecedented meeting with Israel's in- 
ner cabinet today. He was joined by his 
top security advisers and officials from ci- 
viL'an and military intelligence, including 
beadoftheCIAJplmDetfofo. 


The memorandum was due to be an- 
nounced at a joint press conference by 
CHnfoo and Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
and formally signed in Washington by foe 
Israeli leader in late April. 

The- principal elements of foe agreement 
were 'expected to include, according to foe 
AFP news agency, granting Israel foe same 
access to US military technology as that 
accorded to Washington's NATO allies; 
the supply of additional higlt-tech equip- 
ment .to fight terrorism, including ex- 
plosive detonation devices; and financial 
help to pay for foe assistance. 


The US would also pledge to ensure t bat 
Israel maintains a qualitative military ad- 
vantage over its Arab neighbours. This 
would include heightened cooperation in 
developing defences against attack by 
long-range missiles and non-con vend oaal 
weapons and foe possibility of fast-track 
emergency aims shipments and the stock- 
piling of US weapons in Israel. 

Born sides agreed to create a permanent 
joint US- Israeli commission which would 
meet twice yearly to discuss security mat- 
ters and efforts to draw up a regional Mid- 
dle East defence plan. 
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rod st snake." 

Standing outside a sun-drenched hotel in 
the Red Sea resort with Clinton, Mubarak 
said foe fight for peace “will triumph over the 
forces of doom arid gloom”. 

Mubarak and Clinton, co-hosts of the sum- 
mit, opened foe meeting with separate mes- 
sages to Palestinians and Israelis. “Do not re- 
sort to despair," Mubarak told Palestinians. 
“Do not give in to calls of defeatism." 

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia, a co- 
sponsor of foe peace effort, said: “Terrorists 
are criminals and we should agree they should 
be arrested in any country regardless of how 
much tune passed since their acts." 

Even as foe leaders fretted about terrorism, 
Israeli police reported foal they received in- 
telligence warnings that Hamas planned to 
cany out a fresh attack during Clinton’s over- 
night visit to Israel Wednesday and Thursday, 
the AP said. 

Issuing a direct warning to terrorists. Clin- 
ton said: “To foe forces of hatred and violence 
1 say, and let us all say, you kill yourselves 
and others in the aim of killing peace. Yet, to- 
day, as you see. peace survives, and peace 
wui grow stronger. You will not succeed. 
Your day has passed." 

Peres told the world leaders Israel has suf- 
fered pain but not despair and will do all it 
takes to defeat terrorism. Directing his re- 
marks at Iran, which was not invited to foe 
summit; he said: “It is the regime which in- 
itiates, promotes and exports violence and fa- 
naticism. Tehran has become foe capital of 
terror." 

Syrian- Israeli negotiations aimed at a land- 
for- peace accord were suspended by Israel af- 
ter foe bombings. The United States is hoping 
for a resumption soon. Also, State De- 
partment officials said yesterday that Israel 
and foe Palestinians should get on with foe 
next stage of their negotiations over Je- 
rusalem and other issues in May. 
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Rescue summit 


Foreign Minister Amr Moussa, in an 
exclusive interview with Nevine 
Khalil, stressed the need to save 
the peace process, and said that the 
summit would lead to more econom- 
ic assistance for the Palestinians 


The peace process, in the words of Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Moussa, is in “a very bod si tuation , and 
we have to save it”. . 

The bombs winch ripped through Israel in the last 
few weeks brought peace-making efforts to a 
standstill. Moussa described the situation in the 
Palestinian territories as “critical” and events on 
the Syrian track as “unpromising”. 

It was this critical situation, be said, which bad 
created the need for world leaders to come together 
to reassert their support for the peace process and 
work out how to resume ncgotiaiions. 

Moussa acknowledged that the forthcoming Is- 
raeli elections had led Israel to take a particularly 
tough stance with the Palestinians. But he insisted 
that the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) 
should not be held responsible for terrorist activity 
carried out in Israel, ami expressed his lull support 
for. and confidence in. President Yasser Arafat and 
the self-rule authority. 

“I cannot blame Chairman Arafat. I know how 
sincere he is and the strength of the work he has 
done," Moussa said. “They [PNA members] are 
doing whatever they can, to the best of their abil- 
ity." . 

Despite Syria's and Lebanon's boycott of die 
summi t, Moussa believed that there was still much 
that could be achieved on the Palestinian- Israeli 
track. “We have to save what we can,” be said. Syr- 
ia would be informed of the situation after the sum- 
mit he said, making it clear that the Syrians were 
not working through Egypt in any way during the 
event 

The foreign minister spent the days leading up to 
the s ummi t coor dinating , negotiating and unifying 
the Arab stand to be presented at Sbarm El-Sheikh. 
On the eve of die summit a meeting was held with 
Arab foreign ministers to discuss their position. 

Osama El-Baz. President Mubarak’s political ad- 
viser travelled to Jerusalem on the eve of the sum- 
mit to discuss the proceedings and “the mutual de- 
sire to make a success out of this conference.” But 
why the need for this emergency shuttle? “There 
were points that had been raised, and we wouldn’t 
have bad the time or the facilities to deal with them 
at Shann EJ-Sbe£khT Moussa replied. 


Prioritising peace 


On the eve of the summit’s opening, Egypt became involved in a dispute with Israel over 
the order of priorites of the conference: saving the peace process or fighting terrorism 


Promoting peace, preserving security and combating violence was 
hew Foreign Minister Amr Moussa summed up the objectives of the 
Shann El-Sheikh summit, in that order, on Tuesday, only hours be- 
fore it opened. . , . 

However, Egypt's emphasis that the summit s primary objective 
was io save the faltering peace process appeared to be at variance 
with the American-Israeii position that fi g htin g terrorism should be 
given priority. 

In an attempt to resolve tbe dispute. President Hosm Mubarak dis- 
patched one of his top aides, Osama El-Baz, to Israel on Tuesday for 
urgent talk* with Israeli Prime Minister Shitnon Peres, 

According to a report ton Gaza by Tarek Hassan. B-Baz’s sur- 
prise visit “aimed at containing the difference between tbe American- 
Israeii position, on the one hand, and the Arab position, op the other. 
While America and Israel want the summit's work to be devoted to 
fighting acts of violence, tbe Arab side wants foe summit to focus on 
ways of saving said boosting the peace process.” 

Hassan reported that El-Baz gave Peres a message from President 
Hosni Mubarak summing up the Egyptian position on the confer- 
ence’s objectives. These were the same three points mentioned by 
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Moussa: preserving peace and reviving the peace process; strength- 


ening the foundations of security for all the peoples of the region and 
combating violence and terrorism. „ - 

AFP quoted Israeli officials as saying El-Baz told Peres that Egypt 
could not accept the Israeli demand that the summit should target ter- 
rorism more explicitly. AFP noted that although the conference has 
been informally dubbed the world’s first anti-terrorism su mmi t, host 
Egypt insisted that its formal name be the “Summit of the Peace- 
makers.” ‘ . . . . 

According to Hasson's report, Israel suggested the setting up of a 
regional security grouping including itself Egypt, Jordan and the Pal- 
estinian National Authority. Members of this group should gathe r and 
exchange information abbut all militant or gani s a ti o ns active in tbe 
Middle East and also possible acts of violence. The Arab response to 
tbe Israeli proposal was not known immediately. _ 

Mubarak, speaking to repo r ters on Tuesday in Shann El -Sheikh, 
said the summit's principal objective was “foe peace process” but 
added that a “condemnation of terrorism is a must.” 

Mubarak said that terrorism is an obstacle in the way of peace “and 
we will be discussing the reasons and how to give a push to the peace 
effort.” 

But a di scussion of “terrorism by itself should take place at another 
conference,” he said. . 

“What concerns us now is the core of the problem, which is the Pal- 
estinian question,” Mubarak said. Alluding to the recent bombings in 
Israel, he said: “We will be discussing what should be done after the 
Palestinian-Israeli agreement came to a bait and what can be done for 
it.” He said die bombings also caused the suspension of the Syrian- 
Israeli negotiations and “we will see what we can do.” 

Moussa, also speaking to reporters' in Shann El-Sheikh, said that 
“participants in the summit will do their utmost within the framework 
of three points: promoting peace, preserving security and combating 
violence.” Placing tbe emphasis on re-activating the peace process, 
Moussa added: “Strengthening the peace process, at this particular 
time, is the target because there are difficulties on the P w l es t ini a n - 
Israeli track that must be addressed.” 

Asked whether the summit would be confined to Palestinian-Israeli 
peace, Moussa replied: “I think there will be an opportunity to talk 
about all points related to peace on the various tracks.” 

Moussa deplored Syria’s absence from the summit “We had hoped 
that Syria would take part because its presence represents an addition 
to the major role played by Damascus as one of the parties to the 

haaaa Pitt re cAvArpiffli SvTTflti HtVlWffl ** 


the Palestinians. Answering another question on the Prospects of re- , 
the peace talks after the summit, Moussa said; “We hope so. 
“We should strengthen the peace effort and continue forward, parr ; 
ticulariy along foe Palestinian track, because foe Palestinian people 
are suffering from foe [Israeli] blockade and other mrasures which 
were tbe result of the recent incidents [bombings], Moussa Mia. 
“We hope this summit will be a positive addition to the peace effort 
or else what is the use of convening it? What we are talking about « 
peace for foe entire region and also foe obstacles that hinder this 
process. We are not talking about a particular state or a particular - 

side.** *. 

Mubarak, upon bis arrival in Shann El-Sheikh Monday evening, 
said “the summit's target is to: discuss ways of activating foe peace 
process. In older to do so, we have to address the terrorist ^operations . 
that place in tbe region and obstruct foe peace process.” ■ ■ 
Mubarak recalled that be had proposed in the past a world anti- 
terrorism conference. “As a result of the prevailing circumstances and 
tbe latest operations and foe halt of tbe peace process, it was nec- : 
essary that we find a solution,” he said. “This is why I called for a 
conference to discuss ways of activating the peace process.” 

Earlier on Saturday, Mubarak said foe summit would discuss ways ; 
of nrttiwg tbe pipelines that, provide terrorist groups, with funding .= 
from abroad. 

On the home front, political parties and public opinion bodi es ex *, 
pressed support for the summit, with foe exception of the Democratic 
Nasserist Party of Diaeddin Dawoud and foe Islamist-oriented Labour - 
Party of Ibramm ShukrL .' : 

The Foreign Relations Committee of the People’s. Assembly, .wel- 
comed, in a stat e m e nt, the positive response of world leaders to Mu- 
barak’s call, expressing hope the summit would come up w ith d c- 
cisive resolutions for re-activating the peace effort. If urged all parties . 
not to waste “this available opportunity for saving thepeace process.” 

In a separate statement, the Assembly's Arab Amirs Committee 
said that terrorists from both sides should not be given foe op- 
portunity to destroy peace. Consequently, Israel should stop all acts of 
violence and destruction in the Occupied Territories and southern. 
Lebanon. . .. " - 

The liberal Wafd Party welcomed foe Peacemakers Summit, -do-; 
scri b ing it as a vmy important step following the latest escalation xif 
violence. And yet, Yassm Seragsddiri, chief of the Waffi's-partia- 
memory group, warned against die possibility that participants 'in the ' 
summit might take Israel’s side and ignore the “crimes” it has been 
committing against foe Palestinians, Lebanon and the Arabs in gener- 
al. 


The leftist Tagammu Party declared support for foe summit on one 
condition — that it should act to promote a just and comprehensive 
peace in the region. This means, said the party’s Secretary -General 
Rifaat El- Said, that the blockade and punishments imposed on foe 
Palestinians are lifted and pending problems, such as Jerusalem and 
the Golan, are strived. 

The Nasserist Party opposed foe summit, arguing that it was aimed 
at “safeguarding load’s security.” Diaeddin Dawoud, the party’s 
leader, said the summit’s real objective is to raise the morale of the 
Israelis by showing them that Arab leaders have assembled to con- 


demn attacks against Israel. “The Palestinian struggle for. liberation 
cannot be described as terrorism,” Dawoud said- “The seeds of terror- 


peace process. But this is a sovereign Syrian decision...’ 

.Moussa replied with a terse “of course,” when asked whether the 


summit would urge the participants to provide aid and assistance to 


ism in the region were planted by Israeli leaders." _ 

Dawoud praised Syria and Lebanon- for boycotting the summit, de- 
scribing their position as “honourable.” 

Tbe Labour Party also objected that such a summit should be bdd 
on Egyptian soiL “The party's leadeisbip is certain that the summit 
will not deal with the terrorism unleashed by Israel against Palestine 
and Lebanon and that its work will be confined to supporting Israel's 
security and undermining ail foe Arab liberation movements,” said the 
party’s Secretary-General Adel Hussein. 
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Dr. kamal Abu El-Eid, 

chairman of the board of the 

Industrial Development Bank Of Egypt, 

its employees and clients 



condemn terrorism in any form. 
Victims of terrorism call upon 

the participants of the conference to 
fight against terrorism. 

God brought us peace: why should 
we declare war against ourselves? 
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We support the conference, 
appealing to President : 






Mohamed Hosni Mubarak , 
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the Egyptian people and wot Id leaders 
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Resort basks in 


world attention 


An all-year resort Shann El-Sheikh is favoured by thousands o£Eu- 
ropean tourists who come to enjoy its golden sun, spectacularbeach- 
es and diving m ctyrtail-clear waters. But the small city, wbosehotel 
capacity does not exceed 5,000 rooms, turned into a bcc-hive with 
the announcement that it would host a super summit meeting 

In addition to the 4,000 people exported to attend foe summit, 
thoirand?; of policemen and workers arrived, the farmer to tighten 
security and the latter to install extra telephone and telefax fines, 
provide emergency power and water machines and add a touch of 
beauty to the city’s streets. The city’s mosques and schools tem- 
porarily changed functions, providing, losings for foe new ar- 
rivals. 

Security measures were introduced as of Sunday and were 
stepped 19 by die hour. Thousands of police were deployed, elec- 
tronic detection devices were installed at hotel gates and some ar- 
eas were completely sealed off to the public. 

“The decision to hold foe conference here, and not in Cairo, was 
made on foe basis that it would be easier to administeraDd secure foe 
one-day summit in this city,” said a senior security source who asked 
. that his name be withheld. * 

Although Sbarm has limited facilities to accommodate such a 
mega conference, Maj. Gen. Shebl H-Baroudi, chairman of foe 
city’s council said: “We worked and are working very hard to 
malte everything ready.” Throughout foe three days that preceded 
the summit’s opening, preparations continued at hectic speed to 
make sure that the city’s infiteUructure, streets, hotels and business 
centres would rise to the occasion. All tbe city’s hotels were 
booked out as oflast Saturday. 

At the Movenpick hotel, site of foe sunsnit, prepaianonscon- 
tinued around the dock. “We had to tan this hotel aT vety sh ort no- 
tice into a place capable of accommodating such a summit,” Mo=\ 
homed Wafe'i, the hotel’s resident manager. “This meant that so 
many details had to be attended to, sucb as upgrading room service, 
as well as the security precautions." 

And workers in tbe tourism industry were really upbeaL “if we 
had spent millions of pounds to promote Shams El-Shfetkh to the 
world as a tourist destination, we would not have got as much pub- 
licity. Sharm El-Sheikh is simply on every news channel woifct- 
wide," said Maged El-Essawi, manager ofa local tourism service. 
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bina Eizat, in Sharm Ef-Sheikh, looks- •; 
at sbme of ih^ lighter aspects of the-, 
surhiriit and reports on how the sleepy 
sea-side resort prepared for, and rev- : 
elled in, its moment of world feme 


Perfume for Clinton, 
T-shirts for Chirac 


World leaders who pmticipated in foe Peacemakers Summit^ 
used the little free time they had to enjoy foe stm and sea of- ; 
foe-beautiful Red Sea resort ofSharm El-Shefldfa strolling : 
casualty! through, the thoroughfare to bursts orappiause , 

■from tourists, ' • .- V- -- „ ' 1 

■ Appearing relaxed, US '. President . Bill Clinton ac- 
knowledged greetings shouted' from the crowd as he passed • 
by restaurants and tourist boutiques* most just opening thor 
doors. Shortly jbeferc foe walk, foe wort d’s superpower lead- ; 
er did not miss ^(fofoxte .trftest^ ^ of foe Red ; 


CUnton took a quick Sip as his bodyguards kept a caresFul 
: watch on him as he experienced for himself foe wonders of 
tea Red Sea, richto ccraVand marine life.' - • 


ping me msi wucu w uic " o- < 

Clinton a round of applause and snap away with their cam- : 
eras- “It is « muring to sec .him tins dose. F couldn’t believe . 
it t drink be is very .brave,” said Masserdoui Renatxr Sandar ; 

.from Italy. . . .. ‘ .. . ‘ . . •.! 

At tbe King Solomon Perfume Centre "he stepped to admire . 
a window full of intricate glass perfume bottles, asking quea- , 
tions about where they were made. _ 

“Heiasked Jo huy .two:. I wanted to give foam, to Iran as a 
.gift, hut he refused and gave me 50 dollars. I am going to ' 
frame the note and keep, it to" show off” said .shop owner ■ 
Anfo EKifoti Clinton. had tcrid him.lte .was going to gwe- 1 
one of the batiks to -fb^ 1^ ffiUary as a-sfowenir of his j 

An excited Ashraf Abdel-Muttalib was still reeling -from 
foe diode of diakmg Ointon -s band. “1 ran so Traj^y to sec > 
Mr Clinton walking timmgh foe -streets of Sharm. -Tins will ' 
have. a huge -effect era the peace process,” foe :hofcei ac- 
countant said. • 

Even Clinton's security- entourage seemed to; be; cagayiqg,J 
foe outrag, gently chiding crowds not to get too close. 
duty keeprag tiwah a few twares away. . ‘ 

Fit^h President Jacques Chirac, who arrived m Sharm El- 
Sheikh on Tuesday had more time to tour the dty, ; giving 
tourists and hotel workers a chance to foake hands with him 
and to take souvenir photos. Chirac also responded to ques- 
tions and had short chats with people walking in the street 

Accompanied by 7 a few security guards and French dip- 
lomats; Chirae^ entered a store selling T-shirts ami. other 
beach ware. He acted like any 1 ordinary tourist, asking ques- 
tions about the material and where it came from. 

“He was redly friendly. He chatted with me like any other 
tourist would,” the shop owner .said- After a few more min- 
utes of window-^sbopptng, Chime- sipped some tea. in El- 
Fishawi’s traditiond .coflfee shop m the city centre. Other 
customers at tbe shop were very excited that foe French pres- 
ident was enjoying his time with them. Meanwhile, the shop 
owner showed Qiirac dQXfarefoltinds of traditional incense as 
their sweet-smelling aroma filled the air. 


Back in the kitchen 


Serving a delicious lunch for more than 15 beads of state, 
-or govenametit and. more tharraoozen princes and ministers, 
is BQt an easy: task. The difficulty i$. certainly compounded 
ff tife frkrf ra to be' served almost 'Simultaneously to 40Q 
Other senior offidals. But Ernst &eck, foe executive chef of 
foe Movenpick hotel in Shann El-Shetkh, and his sous-cbef 
Mustafa El-Nahhas managed to mobilise some 75 cooks 
who — in addition to feeding foe top leaders — set foe te- 
: bles ind served lunch to a few hundred diplomats, security 
agents, and hotel staff only an hour later. 

We beard foe news about the summit on Friday and 
■ana then we started our prep ar ations," Jaeck said. After 
consultations with foe concerned protocol bodies, Jaeck and 
El-Nahhas; agnwd' that the chiefs of delegations will be 
served a set menu and that the lesser officials will have an. 
open buffet 

The. delation leaders lunched 8 t foe hotel’s Orangerie 
restaurant Fresh orange juice was served first Ten differ- 
ent types of Lebanese mezsah were set in a cluster at each 
table. The main course came in two parts: assorted seafood 
and. filet with mushrooms, pommes croquettes and sauteed 
vegetables. For dessert, foe world’s top political leaders sa- 
voured Movenpick ice-cream with same fresh fruits. 

Nearby at foe Seagull Terrace, 80 senior officials feasted 
on a buffet that boasted 10 . different types of anti-pasta, 15; 
variations of mezzah, mixed salads, grilled lobsters, kafia 
and kebab aad 25 different types of Oriental and Western 
deluxe desserts. - • 

Other buffets also offered the same goodies. The lunch of 
foe heads of State and government, El-Nahhas said, was the 
easiest to manage. “There were preparations on the pre- 
vious days, but the actual cooking did not take more than' 
five hours.” On the other band, the buffet took considerable 
more time and effort. 

The two men who also bad to serve food for world dig- 
nitaries who had arrived earl^ in foe week, commented that 
■ 'for the most port, the heads 'of state ate light meals. “On 
Tuesday ni gh t, they all bad little light food. President Mu- 
barak, who ate relatively early, bad a small portion of 
mixed seafood. French President Jacques Chirac, who had a 
late dinner, ate some mixed cheeses- and fruits. And Pal- 
estinian Preslclait Yasser Arafat also bad a late (firmer of 
nfored s^ads, cbeese and fruits.” After the Wednesday 
' lunch proved to be a success, both men sat down and had a 
nice xmal in foeir own kitchen tq celebrate their mission ac- 
complished. ' 



PresWent BfflCHtoUm goes wlmfrw shopping white tooling ShannE^SheHiJi before a ttendi ng the summit (photo: AFP) 
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Iff Jerusalem’s old cfty, Israeli soldiers guard a detained Palestinian woman from Gaza for illegal entry into Israel (photo: AFP) 

Tough times for Arafat 


Appeals for human rights 

AMNESTY International urged world leaders attending 
die unprecedented Peacemakers Summit in Sham El- 
Sheikh not to sacrifice human rights in the name of fight- 
ing terrorism. 

“We call on the participants of the summit to recognise 
that human rights must not be sacrificed in the name of 
security. On the contrary, sustained peace and security 
can only be obtained by implementing human rights," the 
group said in a statement issued on Tuesday. 

“There is a grave danger that human rights violations 
may be condoned by the international community in the 
name of fighting terrorism," die statement said. The inter- 
national human rights organisation recognised that a large 
number of civilians in Israel and the Palestinian territories 
bad been killed by aimed opposition groups. “To combat 
these groups thousands of suspected government op- 
ponents have been rounded up, and torture is systematic," 
it added 

US-based Human Rights Watch launched a similar ap- 
peal. urging participants to “signal their clear adherence 
to international human rights principles as they address 
the problem of terrorism and political violence". It said 
“collective punishment” such as the destruction of homes 
of suspected terrorists — which Israel implemented in 
several West Bank villages following the recent suicide 
bombings — contravened international human rights 
standards. 

Roadblock killing 

STILLBORN twins became the latest victims of the Is- 
raeli blockade of Palestinian areas when soldiers pre- 
vented their mother from reaching hospital for delivery. 
Palestinian officials said Tuesday. 

Tbe baby boy and giri were stillborn at an Israeli check- 
point after soldiers prevented Hanan Salem Zayed, 22, 
from travelling from her West Bank village to a Beth- 
lehem hospital. 

Tbe incident brought to four the number of Palestinians 
whose deaths were attributed to (he blockade imposed by 
Israel after a wave of Islamist suicide bombings which 
killed 61 people in Israel since 25 February. 

“It’s terrorism, worse than the attack at Dizengoff,” 
charged Zayed's sister-in- jaw, Samira AJ-Jrachi. referring 
to the 4 March suicide bombing in Tel Aviv whicb killed 
13 people. 

At the Gaza City headquarters of the Palestinian Au- 
thority, acting Health Minister Ryad Zaanun angrily de- 
nounced the Israeli action. “The soldiers made them wait 
for hours and this caused complications — the woman 
needed emergency surgery to give birth,” said Zaanun, 
himself a medical doctor. 

An Israeli army spokesman declined comment. 


The Palestinians did not have enough bargaining chips at the 
Peacemakers Summit, writes Dina Ezzat from Sharm El-Sheikh 


- Arriving at the Movenpick hotel in Sharm 
El-Sheikh for the Peacemakers Summit, 
! Palestinian President Yasser Arafat looked 
distinctly depressed. His grim expression 
and tbe bewildered look in his eyes were 
; reminiscent of pictures of his escape from 
■ Beirut in 1982, following the Israeli in-- 
: vasion of Lebanon. 

“Indeed, he is escaping. It’s not an easy 
situation he has to deal' with,” said a West- 
ern source who asked his name to be with- 
held. “He will have to make serious conces- 
. sions. The Israelis want it, tbe Americans 
: support it, and Egypt failedrtu get the Eu- 
ropeans to mnrimise them.*' 3 
' Arafat refused to speak, or even’ look, at 
the scores of reporters gathered to hear his 
• comments on his talk with Mubarak or his 
1 expectations for the summit 

Arriving at Sharm El-Sheikh airport cm 
! Tuesday afternoon, Arafat's only comment 
; was that “we are here to support peace and 
. make sure that what was agreed and sigDed 
' dn will be implemented.” 

: '• And after a brief meeting with the Span- 
ish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzales on 
Tuesday night Arafat still seemed to be 
having a tough dine. “This is a very im- 
’ portam chance far all of us to push the 
peace process,” said tbe fighter-tumed- 
peacemaker, adding that: “Tbe Palestinians. 


[m the self-rule territories] should not be 
punished with this [Israeli imposed] em- 
bargo, starvation and terrorism”. 

“From the beginning, it was expected that 
this summit would be a podium ibr tbe Pal- 
estinians to declare that they were going to 
make some concessions to tbe Israelis,” a 
source, from an influential Western stale, 
told Al-Ahrom Weekly on condition of an- 
onymity. 

“This summit is basically to help resume 
the peace process and not to destroy what 
has been achieved already,” stressed Patrick 
Leclerq. the French ambassador to Egypt. 
“And the fact is that Israel will find it very 
difficultlogp ahead with the peace process 
with the way' tilings have been.” 

Egypt maintained that, while the summit 
was about the whole Middle East peace pro- 
cess, it was actually going to focus on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track. “This is the core of 
the AxaMsraeii conflict,” commented Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs Amr Moussa. 
Moussa promised that all kinds of technical 
help would be provided for Arafat to com- 
bat terrorism. 

But according to participating Western 
diplomats, what Ararat had to agree on in 
this summit was much more than accepting 
anti-temmsm technical aid or even being 
party to a strongly-worded final resolution 


condemning all militant Palestinian fac- 
tions. 

There is a definite belief on the Israeli side 
that the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) has friled to do aU it could to combat 
“terrorism”. According to David Sultan, the 
Israeli ambassador to Egypt, “Tbe core of 
this conference is to fight terrorism and the 
enemies of peace”. By Sultan's definition, 
the enemies of peace include all the militant 
Palestinian factions. 

Sultan insisted that Israeli opposition rep- 
resents a far lesser threat to the peace pro- 
cess. He categorically rejected the sugges- 
tion, attributed to Ararat that Israeli 
• extremists were linked to the four suicide 
bombings earlier this month. “Everything is 
well known. We kno w exactly who was be- 
hind those bombings, who did them, and 
bow they happened.” Sultan asserted. He 
added: “We came to this summit with one 
main expectation; namely to get the Pal- 
estinians to commit themselves to take some 
serious measures to combat terrorism.” He 
refused to define what he meant by “serious 
measures”. 

According to various sources, the in- 
evitable result of these measures will be to 
undermine die authority of the PNA. “What 
we are talking about is a more obvious show 
of tbe Israeli power and control,” said one 


source, who predicted the re-deployment of 
Israeli forces in Gaza and Jericho. 

Palestinian bargaining power is further 
lessened by the obvious split in Arab opin- 
ion about how muicb the Palestinians should 
concede for the sake of peace. 

For his part. Foreign Affairs Minister 
Moussa assured that whatever was said 
about the split within the Arab world, “there 
is always a basic minimum that all Arabs 
agree on.” According to an informed 
source, tbe Arabs will maintain that if Ar- 
afat is forced to sacrifice a portion of what 


little authority he has. then donors will have 
to speed up the channelling of aid to the 
self-rule territories. 

But even this cannot be taken for granted. 
“The Palestinians will have to come up with 
projects for the donors to channel the mon- 
ey to.” said French Ambassador Leclerq. 

Participants in the Sharm El-Sheikh sum- 
mit agreed that Arafat has been struck by 
what is, at best, a patch of very bad luck. 
With both the Israeli elections and the US 
presidential elections scheduled for later 
this year, there was no way that either coun- 


try will let the recent series of anti-Israeli 
bombings go unpunished. 

A senior member of the Palestinian del- 
egation acknowledged on Wednesday 
morning that the summit’s results were 
unlikely to do justice to the Palestinians. 
But then, as he noted with a tone of un- 
derstandable resignation, “life is never 
fair.” 

The only kernel of hope expressed by 
some observers was that the punitive meas- 
ures against Arafat would not be too harsh 
for him to cope with. 


Plea for help 


PALESTINIAN Minister for International Cooperation Nabil 
Shaath yesterday called on tbe United States to provide the Pal- 
estinian National Authority (PNA) with the means to fight terror- 
ism. Shaath also charged fruit militant Islamist groups such as 
Hamas were getting funds, explosives and support from groups 
ip the US. 

..“All the countries participating here should carefully check 
tfieir sources of financing and support to the terrorists,” be told 
reporters yesterday before world leaders opened tbe un- 
precedented Peacemakers Summit at Sharm El-Sheikh, aimed at 
countering terrorism and salvaging tbe Middle East peace pro- 
cess. ' 

• “They should cooperate in giving us the melons and the support 
through which we can do our job,” Shaath said. He criticised the 
US for asking Palestinians to arrest terrorists while it “is giving 
all the equipment to TsraeL Tbe money that comes to Hamas 
comes from money transferred through American banks and Is- 
raeli banks.” 


Shaath noted that countries such as Iran, which has been di- 
rectly implicated by the US and Israel of involvement in the four 
recent suicide bombings in Israel, were not tbe only problem. 
“Other countries should be taken to task,” be said. 

However, Shaath stressed that “(he issue here was not only 
fighting terrorism but getting foe political process going. You 
cannot fight terror only by security measures; you fight terror by 
political measures, by political hopes and aspirations and by ec- 
onomic measures .” 

He warned that economic hardship breeds “hungry people who 
may be recruited to become suicide bombers because they think 
life is not worth living, and therefore you have to give people 
real economic and political changes together with security meas- 
ures”. Four Palestinians have died as a result of foe blockade im- 
posed by Israel since 25 February, whicb led to severe shortages 
of food and medicine. 

“T have never seen any closure in my life against one who is 
supposedly a partner in foe peace process,” said Shaath. 


Congress bashes PNA 


PRESIDENT ArafrU’s clampdown on Is- 
lamist militants in the wake of foe recent 
bombings in Israel has failed to convince, 
members of a US Congressional panel of 
his determination to root out extremism. 
The House International Relations Com- 
mittee dismissed a generally positive re- 
port by the Clinton administration and ac- 
cused tbe PLQ of “tacit approval” of anti- 
Israeli terrorism. 

Reflecting new alliances in foe region. 
Assistant Secretary of State for the Middle 
East Robert Pelletreau, championed the ef- 
forts taken so for by the Palestinian lead- 
ership, saying that -they -had demonstrated 
a readiness to take on Hamas militants, 
pelletreau said that Arafat and his ad- ‘ 
ministration had outlawed foe military 
wings of extremist Islamic movements and 
arrested some 700 activists, including up 
to seven of the 13 top suspects on a list - 
provided by Israel. 


“Most importantly, they have begun to 
move against the senior leadership and 
military infrastructure of Hamas,'” he 
said. 

It was not enough to convince hardline 
Democrat and Republican congressional 
members, who accused the US State Do* 
partment of “Whitewashing” President Ar- 
afat 

Arafat's “double-tongued _ statements 
have helped to support an environment in 
which terrorist organisations flourish and 
recruit because they are led to believe they 
have the tacit approval of the Palestinian 
leadership,” said Republican Repre- 
. sentative Benjamin Gilman, who heads foe 
panel. - . 

Vying to match Republican rhetoric. 
Democratic Representative Tom Lottos 
accused Arafat of allegedly orchestrating a 
“charade” by .temporarily detaining some 
terrorists and setting them free a few 


weeks later. 

At stake is 5500 million in US assistance 
to tbe Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). In order for the money to be re- 
leased President Clinton has to report to 
Congress that the PLO is complying with 
the terms of foe September 1993 peace 
agreement The committee has already 
blocked payment of a SI 3 million in- 
stalment ' 

But tightening foe financial noose 
around the PNA's neck could be counter- 
productive. While agreeing that the PLO 
could have done more to implement a sus- 
tained campaign against terrorist groups, 
Pelletreau warned: “Cutting off aid... 
would weaken the ability of the Palestinian 
authorities to manage foe areas under their 
jurisdiction.” it would “also hamper their 
ability to fight terror and show the Pal- 
estinian people foe benefits of peace at this 
critical moment in tbe Middle East”. 


Hamas claims self-defence 



DEFENDING its position regarding foe recent suicitte operations mls- 
rael in a six-page primed letter addressed to world leaders participating 
in the Peacemakers Summit at Sharm El-Sheikh, Hamas said foatthe- 
attacks were “acts ofself-defence”: / : 

“The reason why our military wing mis Israeli targets is foe con- 
tinued Israeli occupation ofPalestmian land,”foe letkrsaid. . 

The movement also said in its letter that it “was ready for mtep* 
national mediation to ha ftitsofiensive”. .. J \ 

Received by AFP in Amman, foe letter outlined Hamas detailed 
strategy i n its struggle against Israel, hdso restated Hamas’ earlier of- 
fer fora ceasefire rejected bv Israd. “We mge.youto pressure Israel 
into responding to wise calls and react positively to our previous 


initiatives,” the letter said, “We welcome any mediation you 
would initiate ” 

“Any pro-Israeli international measures against Hamas will not 
solve foe problem but will increase Israeli terrorism and barbar- 
ism”it added. 

Hamascalied on world leaders at the summit to put pressure on Israel 
to withdraw from occupied Palestinian land. “Palestinian mujahedin 
(freedom fighters) arc eager to pursue tbe confrontation with Israel uo- 

less foeintemational community puts an end to Israeli terrorism.” 

The movement claimed that its “political and struggle-oriented pro- 
gramme is more eligible for aiding Israel's occupation than the weak 
self-rule project." 


EgvptRir 

Welcomes guests participating 

in the 

Peace Makers Summit 

Today we all stand together to 
renew our support for the 
peace process, condemning 
terrorism in all forms, 

under the leadership of President 

Mohamed Hosni Mubarak, 

for the welfare and security 
of all mankind 





4 Summit 


Washington 


Clinton declares 


war on terrorism’ 


Clinton's presence at the summit amounts to a rescue mission for both the peace 
process and Shimon Peres. Hoda Tewfflk reports on the mood in Washington 


President Bill Clinton’s decision to 
co-sponsor the Sharm El -Sheikh 
summit with President Hosni Mu- 
barak, and to attend it personally, is 
viewed in Washington as a rescue 
mission for both the peace process 
and Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

But the approaches to the rescue 
have varied. Clinton, and also Peres, 
wanted a clear statement denouncing 
terrorism and announcing well- 
defined measures for an all-out war 
against Hamas and other militant or- 
ganisations. But Egypt and other 
Arab states, both those who came to 
the summit and those who stayed be- 
hind, gave priority to re-activating 
the peace process. 

A Washington-based Middle East 
expert warned that if Israel, backed 
by the US, was given a free hand to 
strike back at the Palestinians, the 
peace process would amount to noth- 
ing more than a dictation of Israel's 
terms to the Arabs. But for Clinton 
the defeat of “the terrorists” is an ab- 
solute necessity. “We must not let the 
terrorists in the Middle East have the 
victory they seek. The solidarity of 
peacemakers in this world today 
must be stronger than bullets or 
bombs," be said. 

What Clinton sought by co- 
sponsoring the conference, according 
to Antony Lake, his national security 
advisor, was a strong demonstration 
of the international community’s sup- 
port for the Middle East peace pro- 
cess mid specific ideas on how this 
community could further the war 
against terrorism, according to his na- 
tional security adviser. 

The Clinton administration not 
only urged Arafat to cooperate with 
Israeli security authorities in the 
clampdown on Hamas, but also 


pressed both rides to share _ in- 
formation. Following the bombings 
in Israel, George Tenet, deputy di- 
rector of foe Central Intelligence 
Agency, visited Israel and the self- 
rule areas to determine how the 
Americans could help foe two sides 
in the war against terrorism. “Arafat 
has no alternative but to crack down 
on Hamas. It is a matter' of life and 
death for him,” a Clinton administra- 
tion official commented. 

In the view of administration of- 
ficials, A rafat ’s Palestinian Authority 
has been placed under probation, 
both in Israel and America. “We 
would like to see very stem justice 
for those that are responsible as 

chairman Ar afat rounds them Up,” 

Lake said, stressing that continued 
pre ssu re would be put on Arafat to 
do more. 

i-aitg described the S harm El- 
Sheikh summit as an “extraordinary 
meeting for two reasons: first of alt 
the participation of leaders at a high- 
er level, including more leaders from 
the Arab wodd, coming together not 
at a moment of triumph and celebra- 
tion of prog ress in peace — as we 
saw on the south lawn and in cel- 
ebrating foe Jordanian-Israeli peace 
— but at a moment of very dark dif- 
ficulty, at a hard time. And secondly, 
it is a much higher and broader level 
than we’ve ever seen before.” 

Clinton’s aim, first of all, was to 
send a message to the people and 
government of Israel that they are not 
alone, that the world is standing with 
them at a time like this. Lake said. 
And secondly to re-dedicate “all of 
us” to fighting ter ro r i sm, which, he 
added, would lead to some very spe- 
cific measures. At the same time, 
Clinton is pressing the Hnntw coun- 
tries to fulfill their economic obligor 


tions to the Palestinian Authority. 

Administration officials believe 
that the spotlight on Clinton at Sharm 
El-Shdkh will not only help the 
peace process and foe fight against 
terrorism but wifi also boost fas im- 
age back borne at a time when foe 
presidential election is turning into a 
two-horse race, Clinton versus Bob 
Dole. 

In Israel, Peres is also fighting for 
his future as foe 29 May parlia- 
mentary elections approach. And he 
has foe full backing of the Clinton 

flifli iti i f 

Meanwhile, both states have re- 
cenfiy praised Arafat for his vigour in 
cracking down on but said 

they would keep a watchful eye to 
make sure that his efforts did not 
slacken off. 

“There was a time when I believed 
Arafat thought he might be able to 
deal with Hamas by dialogue. That 
turns out to have been a mistake,” 
said Secretary of State Warren Chris- 
topher. “Now be needs to take the 
other track. This conference can firm 
him up in the decision to move ag- 
gressively against the military wing 
of Hamas.” 

Christopher’s spokesman was more 
blunt when he commented: “There is 
ho distinction between political and 
military leaders.” Nicholas R«wk 
added: “It is hard for me to see how a 
leading member of Hamas could 
avoid responsibility for the actions of 
Hamas tty saying ‘Ohi Tm just part 
of the political wing, I am not part of 
the military wing.”’ 

In foe view of many observers, foe 
Palestinians are the losers, even if the 
peace process is revived. As one an- 
alyst put it “under foe Israeli occupa- 
tion they suffered terror and now 
they are being terrorised in peace.” 



General view of the summit (above). President Cfintos and King Hussein. chat with 
press aboard Air Force One, on their way to attend the s ummit (bdow) priotos: AFP 


Jerusalem 


The massive show of Internationa! support for Peres and the peace process is designed to breathe life into the ailing Oslo agree- 
ments. Meanwhile, the Palestinians continue to suffer, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem, looking also at the CIA connection. 


Counting the Palestinian casualties 


Enter the CIA 


While foe leaders of 31 nations converge on foe 
Egyptian resort of Sharm El-Sh eikh for foe 
“summit of peacemakers” Pales tinians in foe 
Occupied Territories are chafing under a raft of 
Israeli collective punishment measures un- 
precedented since the dark days of the 1991 
Gulf War. 

In foe week following foe Hamas inspired sui- 
cide operations in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, Pal- 
estinians in die West Bank have witnessed up- 
wards of 1,000 “Islamist suspects” arrested by 
Israeli troops, both in foe West Bank’s “Area C” 
zones where Israel enjoys de facto sovereignty 
and “Area B” zones where the Palestinian Na- 
tional Authority (PNA) nominally has civic con- 
trol. Around a dozen Islamist welfare and ed- 
ucational institutions have been closed “as 
greenhouses for terrorists” in Hebron and Je- 
rusalem and in villages surrounding Jenin and 
Ramallah. Nine homes belonging to suicide 
bombers' families past and present have been 
sealed and (pending such “formalities" as the 
families right to legal appeal) “will be de- 
molished without mercy”, says the “new Middle 
East” visionary, Shimon Peres. 

But foe most draconian measure has been Is- 
rael’s “internal closure” of the West Bank and 
Gaza. This has tipped foe already parious Pal- 
estinian economy into freefali, since Pal- 
estinians are now not only confined to the Oc- 
cupied Tepitories but also to their villages and 
towns inside tta West Bank. The result; says 
leader of Palestinian Trade Unions in Ramallah, 
Hassan Sharaka, is a de facto unemployment 
rate of 78 per cent throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. PNA health officials say that 
245 clinics have stopped fuxtioning in die 
West Bank and Gaza Strip doe to a lack of med- 
ical supplies or the inability of staff reaching 
their workplaces. At least four Palestinians have 
died due to ambulances being turned back at Is- 
raeli army checkpoints, including a 21 year old 
girl who died from entirely treatable res p iratory 
ailments. 

It is under such c ircu m st ances that Pal- 
estinians view the summit with opinions as to 


its utility coloured by politics. For Hamas' mil- 
itary am, Em»Afm AI-Qassam, the summit is 

Simply “an international conspiracy against foe 

struggle of the people and an ar*wwpt to save the 
Zionists from defeat.” But most Palestinians see 
in the summit a chance to ease foe war that Is- 
rael is c ur re n t ly waging against them. “We call 
on the international community and leaders... 
who will meet in Sharm El-Sheikh... to inter- 
vene to lift foe economic siege imposed on the 
Palestinians,” ran a statement signed tty both 
PNA mi nisters and an array of Palestinian 
NGOs cm 11 March. 

At the inaugural session of foe Palestinian leg- 
islative council in Gaza on 7 March, the PLO 
leader, Yasser Arafat, lent his support to foe 
s ummi t, calling for “a meeting at the highest 
level between all nations... to confront violence 
and tenor and uproot them.” One motive behind 
foe call is Arafat’s desire to end foe closure. But 
he has others. 

In the last week, the PNA in Gaza has 
launched a massive onslaught against its Is- 
lamist opposition, arresting over 700 Pal- 
estinians (including front-line Hamas leaders 
like Mahmoud Zahar and Sayed Abu Mu- 
sameh), taking over mosques and raiding 
around thirty Islamist insti t uti on s. In such cir- 
cumstances, Arafat needs to marshal the widest 
possible coalition of international and, above 
ail, Arab states to give legitimacy to these meas- 
ures. He also needs the s ummi t to keep some 
mutant of the Oslo agreements alive, which, in 
his eyes, boils down to doing everything pos- 
sible to ensure Shimon Peres is re-elected Israeli 
prime minister. 

And this, for most Palestinians and Israelis, is 
the summit’s real subtext, no matter what “joint 
communique” issues from it. Such a massive 
show of international solidarity for Peres and 
the Oslo peace process can only bolster the Is- 
raeli prime Minister’s Sagging electoral for- 
tunes, with recent polls showing him running 
neck and neck with his main rival, f.fln«f leader, 
B inyam Netanyahu. The very genealogy of the 
QiiimiHi idea supports this. 


Sources say Poes broached foe idea of a sum- 
mit in a phone call to President GTintnn immedi- 
ately after the Td Aviv bombing on 4 March. 
Four days later, Clinton.floated the idea publicly 
in a White House statement By 9 March, the 
content and venue of the summit had been de- 
cided, mainly through the mediation of Peres, 
US Secretary of State Warren Christopher and 
Egypt's President, Hosni Mubarak 
Given this background, it is understandable 
that the Likud-led opposition is less than en- 
thusiastic about foe s ummi t Netanyahu wel- 
comed foe conference “in principle” but wants 
“an opposition p re sence" at it He is unlikely to 
get anything other than minor billing. Privately 
(and not so privately), however, Likud is furi- 
ous, once the summit has already blunted their 
attacks on Peres. Likud faction leader, Moshe 
Katsav, suggested cau s tically that tire Israeli 
prime minister “send his dection campaign ad- 
visor” to Clinton to ensur e the nwyimnm mivtia 
coverage of tire event Likud Knesset member, 
Benny Begin, was blunter stilL The summit is 


merely a desperate attempt to “cover up foe 
great failure of Oslo”, he said. 


But Netanyahu cannot publicly criticise foe 
summit As the self-styled Israeli expert on “ter- 
rorism”, be can hardly be against the emergence 
of an “anti-tenor” coalition in the region which 

— unlike the anti-Iraqi coalition in 1991 — 
places Israel at its very came. On the other 
hand, he cannot champion it too strongty, since 
this is indirectly to admit that Feres and Oslo 
have indeed fundamentally altered foe geo- 
politics of the Middle East 

Such calculations, however, are a mdhon 
miles from foe thoughts of Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. As each day of clo- 
sure passes, the problem for them is less “t error 
and violence” than their causes 1 — chief among 
them is Israel’s ongoing occupation of Gaza, the 
West Bank, South Lebanon and the Golan 
Heights. But it is near certainty that this summit 

— germinated by Peres and delivered by Clin- 
ton — will barely raise foe matter, let alone ad- 
dress it 


Increased US involvement in the Oslo peace process hie 
not just been confined to diplomatic moires to mobilise'., 
maximum international support for foe summit in Sharm 
El-Sheikh. The suicide bombings in Jerosalem and Td 
Aviv have also triggered heightened levels of security cbl- 
- fusion between the US, Israel and die Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). • 

On 5 March, President Clinton authorised the dispatch of 
eight bomb detection devices to Israel, costing around SI 00 
million. The transfer of eq uip ment had been on foe table 
for several months, but was delayed due to Isradi/US 
wrangles over payment After the Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
attacks, the US decided to pay for the equipment itself 
“Thank you, friend,” said Israeli Internal Security Minister, 
Moshe Shahal, when foe first shipment arrived at Bea Gu- - 
□on airport an 6 March. 

The US also pledged to send its own “anti-terrorism eat- . 
perts” to assemble a “comprehensive packagc of framing , 
technical assistance and equipment” to Israel and improve 
security coordination between Israel, foe ENA and “otheriF 

in the region. ^ 

The mist fruit of tins was an unprecedented meeting in ' 
Gaza on 9 March between PLO leader Yasser Arafat, PNA 
security officials and CIA security personnel, including the 
Agency’s deputy director; George TcaoetSouxcessayTcr)-- 
et dem an d ed the. PNA arrest five hey activists ofEzzcddm 
Al-Qassem, the mQitazy wing of Hamas, whom tire US and. 
Israel believe were behind the recent spare of bombings. 
Arafat requested that the CIA “help” the PNA police ww 
training in “counter-terrorism techniques,” such as the use 

Arafat has at least partially paid his side of the bargain. 
On 10 March, the PNA announced it bad arrested throe of 
the five Qassem fugitives in Gaza’s Khan Younis area, in- . 
chiding QBssem-’s “deputy leader” in the Strip, Abdel- 
Fatah Safari. “I think Arafat has shown a real readmcss.to 
arrest the group” responsible for the suicide operations, 
said Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, on news af.tbo. 
arrests. “He has arrested three' of the six most important 
(Hamas) persons,” he added. 

The US, too, was pleased with Arafat’s compliance. 
“There has to be very good intelligence gathered by and ; 
shared with the Israeli authorities and foe PNA,” said US 
State Department “coordinator” for counter-ter roris m, 
Phillip Wilcox Jr. “A great deal is being done, but this is an 
area wfaereyou can do more,” he added. 


Gaza 


Wanted: a climate for survival 


Palestinians, warning against a 'security for peace' formula, hoped the summit would not only address Israel's security con- 
cerns, but also come up with solutions to their political and economic plights. Tarek Hassan reports from Gaza 


Yasser Abd-Rabbou, Minister of Culture and 
Information in the Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). believes that Palestinian-Israeli vi- 
olence is a “symptom of a political malaise”. 
The cure which he and foe PNA recommend is 
strict Israeli adherence to agreements between 
the two sides as well as the opening on sched- 
ule of negotiations on the final status of foe 
Occupied Territories. These negotiations were 
due to open in May, but the Israelis want them 
delayed because they coincide with parlia- 
mentary elections that will be held at foe end 
of the same month. 

The PNA also believes that foe continued Israe- 
li blockade of the self-rule areas and foe policy 
of impoverishing the Palestinians are de- 
stabilising factors. “The summit would have been 
at the expense of the Palestinians, if it only 
comes up with solutions to security problems and 
not political solutions,” a Palestinian source said 
two days before foe conference. 

Abd-Rabbou authored a Palestinian paper for 
presentation to the summit after h won foe seal 
of approval from foe Executive Committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation [PLO]. The 
paper focused on three points: 

— • the problem of terrorism should not be ad- 
dressed from a technical perspect i ve only, which 
would mean that an international security alliance 


is being established; rather, foe summit should 
work for setting up a political alliance that ad- 
dresses the causes and roots of foe problem, and 
not only its manifestations; _ 

— the continued occupation and Israel’s fail- 
ure to honour the agreements between the two 
sides provide the appropriate climate for the 
proliferation of acts of violence; consequently 
agreements should be honoured and foe final- 
status negotiations should open to produce polit- 
ical results that will provide basic solutions and 
convince all Palestinians of foe advantages of 
peace; 

— solving the economic problems of foe Pal- 
estinians is a basic necessity; foe continued Israe- 
li blockade, impoverishment and all other col- 
lective acts of punishment will cause counter- 
violence to grow and not recede. 

If peace for the Israelis means security, fen- the 
Palestinians it means the achievement of a mini , 
mum of tbeir national aspirations and foe im- 
provement of their Irving conditions. Nearly three 
years after Oslo, neither side has gained what it 
was looking for. The Palestinians were worried 
that the summit might bolster Israel's attempt to 
sanction foe formula of “security in return fa 
peace”. The indications of the past few days were 
not re-assuring. 

For one thing, the Israeli army has re-imposed 


total security control inside foe villages of the 
West Bank and re-introduced the policy of col- 
lective punishments, including -foe demolition of 
bouses, massive ar rest s and threats of deportation. 
These villages, which make up about 70 per cent 
of the total area of the West Bank, are classified 
in foe Oslo agreement .as Zone B. The presence 
of Palestinian police is allowed inside mis zone, 
although it remains under the control of Israeli 
security authorities. 

The Palestinians were hoping that a second re- 
deployment of Israeli forces would cover foe vil- 
lages of Zone B at a later stage. But these hopes 
aright have been dashed fay foe latest Israeli se- 
curity measures. 

In advance of the final-status negotiations, 
which will cover Jerusalem, Israel has used the 
bombings to settle foe dispute over foe future of 
foe holy city in its favour. Several Palestinian es- 
tablishments have been shut down, under the pre- 
text that they are run by Hamas; activities of foe 
PLO's Orient House are suspended; and an Israe- 
li police station has been opened in East Je- 
rusalem. 

The imposition of foe blockade on all Pal- 
estinian territories underlines foe bitter truth that 
the situation on foe ground is determined by tire 
balance of forces, and not political agreeme n ts. In 
other words, Israel has the power lo promote or 


curtail tire growth of the “Palestinian entity,” re- 
gardless of tiie content of any agreement between 
the two sides. 

All foese negative developments ham fuelled 
the apprehensions of the Palestinians, as well as 
their hope that the summit -would not -only ad- 
dress Israel's security concerns, but also thcirpo- 
litical and national aspirations. In tins connection, 
the Palestinians have looked to Egypt for as- 
sistance. 

In the view of PLO activist and -writer Hassan 
Al-BataL regional peace should be based on jus- 
tice “and only then will the stnsnrit mark foe be- 
ginning of bringing t w ro ri w to an «vL The other 
side is wiring os (Palestinians) to spearhead tiie 
campaig n against terrorism, miffer foe threat of 
collective punishments and blockade, that serves 
their interests. But foe summit should corner up 
with foe means of a preventive war against terror- 
ism, and not an atwr-the-eveot war" Al-Batal 
said on the eve of the summit. 

Sanrih ShabSb, a Palestinian.. writer, said tire., 
summit was a “golden opportunity to promote foe 
prospects of peace. But tins requires that the pol- 
icy of threats and puni shm e n t s oe replaced by di- 
red negotiations that would create an a p p rop r iate 
climate for foe political survival of foe Palestinian 
Authority as an effective . force in the peace- 
making process”! 
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peace "A, lijioou 


and terrorism! 


RyAzmy Bishanfe 


the ongoing Arab-Israeli peace ; 
that - the process has an indepea 
or histonctil subjectivity, separate franr'fofe; 
events of the past century. It su gg ests faaf foe 11 
process does not involve Palestinians, Israelis 
and the structures that have grown up arouxxf * 

. - ‘ - . * Hu 


Against: tins historical subject, which has' ia- ' 
tkmatity md moderation among its positive «- 
tribiites, another historical subject exists. TBb ‘ 
only link between foe two is the latterVabp 
. sohto rejection of tiie foriber. The secondrep-’ 
reseats absolute evil and foe first absolute' 
good; tiie secondcan, therefore, only be seif" 
seeking arid bring disaster, bi t tern e ss, and ms*;' 

"I am not denying : foe historical facts. Indeed^ 
.no one can de^ titefr aosteoce. foe pfT 
tendon here is to draw attention to the fact foat^ 
there are losers .and winners in any process 
And as there is. no room to list' all the losers!. T- 
. will only refer to a few. 

The puns lies with sensible dements on both' 

- sides to deal with the issues at tand/ , ;lr i ' 1 
respective of foe success or failure of the peace ' 
process and rggandlesff of the differing pofiticaT 

. will not changTfoe facts created by thepdi 
"process. And matters tare -reached a shufe? 


means to put a stop to the suicide operations . 
must ask questions about the. particular nature , 
of these operations. The solution does not-K*. 0 
with the victims, for every victim is an m-i 
dividual and every pain has its specific nature. 
Instead, we should dosdy ex amine the actors. ' 
look carefully into their life histories, rafoes~ r 
than talk about te r rorism in abstract terms- 


situa tio n called the- interim ^ ffa. 

Palest inian s’ deteriorating economic ccmdiT^ 
tions, n or foe expansion of Jewish settlements -i 
and the further confiscation of land. If we think, 
along these- lines, we wtil discover that there 
are many. losers. If weaiese^dnng for asofo^ 
turn that would cut down on the number of vii£I 
tnnsjwifoout resorting to claims that the Arabs. ! 
ens backward and Is l am is barbaric, then we -■ 


must ^ consid er specifically the .loss of foe Bar- . 
mas fighters who languished in prison even 


ter a settlement was brokered. 

Israel tas continued to pursue and rJ iini r at f ! 
Banra actiyists, even in foe areas controlled hy , 
2* Authority, without giving foray, 

foe be nefit of a trial — flmwifrpg what ft had) 
.deemed the most important principle- of foc 
peace agreement, that of foe 

Death is now the inr. . 
> fate of Hamas’ wanted mflfownfji. T>yii* ‘'‘ 
suicide. And certain dcytfa.7. 
an echo in the suicidal desire for zj&f * 


fate is 
has 
venge. 

Mere pragmatism requires feat we find a sjL , 
umon to rescue the hunted 


■ 

..¥«“£ the week of foe suicide bonding®, an^ 
Israeli television anchor asked why opinion 'Ji ' 
poBs on foe popularity of Labour, LafadaS " 
foe oeace mocess rin dm ■ 


j :■ — — V V* UUUIU, ■ .limn Him ■ 

foe. peace process do not include fofffbUowmg . 
jTJoyou still aqtoortfoe.kiDiug ofYfe. 





wbereit is imperative to deal with these feds: j 
The local and internatioaiai forces goverfimfe ' 
foe Oslo' agreements are more powexfnl than'' 
"those prevalent' during foe Can^i David ac- 
-. cords. The ware of suicide bombmgs executed'; 
try Harms will r tot change tins fact, but fosy 1 
have undoubtedly -raised the pricer Israel wip c 
pay. Nevertheless, the. existing balance of poV-" 
er- and the relationship between foe patraitegS 1 
-relation- Israel lias with^ the Palestinian Anteor-' 

. ity. wfll only farther tighten foe noose around' 
Palestinians’ necks. 1 -j'" 

"The Palestinian opposition to -foe peace pro- 
/cess,' winch confuses ideology with judgmfeaiS^ 
an what is sinful and what is not, committed -a" 

. serious enor by boycotting the elections, life-* 
opposition has in fact rejected reality as well •as - 
politics. Thus, the latest Hamas operations are"' 

; seen as falling outside political activities, par-. :t 
tienfariy since supporters of foe peace ^ process^ 
now claim to be the sole political rep se^ 
sentatives. For them, fhere' me no politics out^; 
side fae^ peace process now — jnst terro rism. i ~ 
_Undoifotedly 3 foe suicide opeiatkHis of-Ez- 
zeddin Al-Qassem, Hamas's militar y wing;'* 

- must be s&oogty opposed, whether foey corf-r 
stitute anebsteole to foe peace process or not 1 
Nor foould foey be condemned merely for their.- 
incompatibility with any genome political jop^ 
position to the peace .process.. They should be:* 
condemned, fust and foremo s t , on moraH'* 
grounds. There is no. fink between foe struggle 11 
for liberation and the kilfing of innocent people- 
in buses and market places. Fu r ther m ore, it is a^ 
matter of great concern. far ^ fat future of Pal— 
estinum society that it tas youth, ready to com 2 " 
mit suicide in return for the death of a maxi-* 
mum number MMancdfa, irrespective of foea 
riatareoffoepofitiitfllsohitkmrewfoe^ 

. We to irt ag»ctlsnd b suddenly acquire** 
an iaidersta ndp a g - of the- background sar* 0 
rounding these political, economic and soman 
processes, and give the Palestinians tbeir freeferl 
door and rights. Nevertheless, we expect Israeli 
to imderstaiidfoat we are faced with anew pfae*/ 
nomcnon that taffies even those of ns who 
claim a deep understanding of Palestinian couh~ 
(fitions. ! ■ •!•„.! 

This tanerging phenomenon cannot be dealt* 
with by imposing tougher coUective retributions; 

It was this very same collective pu nis h m en t . 
that has produced such a great number of Pal- 
estinian youths who are willing to die for the - 
sake of revenge. 

I.find' it impossible to believe that anyone! 
would voluntarily use his body as an explosive t 
simply to .undermine the peace process or . to ; 
bring dawn Peres. I also refuse to believe that-? 
Iran can convince a Palestinian youth from AU. 
Fswar refugee camp to commit suicide for the ., 
sake of shedding Israeli bk>cxL Ido understand, 
however, bow persistent and overwhelming tar , 
mfliafion, oppression and degradation can rich 
fife of all purpose save foat of revenge. Do the T 
confiscation of land, the demofitian of houses* , 
border closures and foe restriction of movement- r 
have either meaning or consequence apart fima, 
leading to the. further escalation of violraice? 

- EnfOTcmg tough retribution on foe suicide. r 

bomber and his family will not stop suicide - j 
bombings. For what can be a tougher penalty . 
than death itself? , 7, 

As for foeLfirad Party, it can only boast of it%- 
abflity to crane up with solutions that would- 
fiiel foe situation farther. After all, Likud does, 
not have an al t e rnati ve army, police or 


question: 

hia Ayyash? 


The writer is a _ 

5* Vest Biakana memos 
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' r °'1siD .A cry for 

>5v more blood 


Sf.Tikva Honlgjanww 

The recent suicide bombings carried oat by - 
Haqjns and the Islamic Jihad in Jerusalem, 
Ashkelon and Tel Aviv have ted to a pub- 
lic. reaction in Israel which endangers the 
continuation of the Oslo peace process and 
obviously the prospects of Shimon Pens 
and the Labour Party winning die np- r 
coming elections scheduled for 29 May. . 

.In the; wake of the Israeli puhlic’slossof • 
the. sense of personal security, them is a 
chorus shouting itself hoarse railing for re- 
ve®©e. Demands for indiscriminate d&:. 

struct! on, deportations aryt foe ifeiwjitiiw 

of the bouses of Hamas membans, as well 
as those of their supporters, relatives and 
even entire villages in which they live, ate 
growing louder and louder. On 6 March la- 
raeli President Ezer Weizmaii declared, 
“When you are looking for -a needle- in a 
haystack, and you canoot find d» h&dle 
you must bum foe whole haystack.’' The 
Israeli writer S Yizahcx, identified with the 
Zionist labour movement and known “as a 
humanist and conscience of foe people”, 
wKjte that foe Palestinian people are “can- 
nibals” who shook! be excluded from the 1 
category of human beings. He- thus pro- I 
vided his seal of approval for foe collective 
punishments of foe border closure and foe 
military siege of 465 villages, and relieved 
Israel from observing any moral limits in 
iti^ planned war against Hamas. . . 

.Israel's portion of responsibility for die 
operations of foe Islamic resistance -mma, 
however, be understood, if we are. to be 
able to properly estimate the ride of war, 
which is currently befog spurred on by foe 
broad coalition led by the United; States 
and including West Etsopean countries; 
several Arab regimes, Israel and foe Pal- 
estinian National Authority (PNA) as wett. 
-The gove rn ment of Israel bears re- 
sponsibility for foe recent suicide bomb- 
ings -not only because its cootmued'oe- 
cupatian, with starvation tactics and other 
violations of banc human rights, provides 
fop soil for foe growth of despera te acts on 
the part of Palestinian youths. The govern- 
ment is responsible in a much more im- 
mediate fashion: for months land has re- 
jected all overtures by Hamas to 

PI feaS^lso rfod&^t^^^osals trans- 
mitted by Hamas in foe course of its nego- 
tiations with foe PNA for a cessation of its 
military operations in return for a cessation 
offoe, persecution of its activists and foe 
release of about 1,000 Palestinian pris- 
oners identified with the Islamic resistance 
Who are befog held by Israel These over- 
tures did not cease even after Israel as- 
sassinated Islamic Jihad leader Fathi Sha- 
kaJri in Malta and Hamas activist Yehia 
Ayyash in the Gaza Strip, after sxx-tnaa&s 
of undeclared ceasefire. Israel deliberately 
sabotaged the policy of Ok PNA — whose 
aim was the integration of Hamas into foe 
seLf-ruIe. apparatus as a political party — . 
by ofgxrsmg-Hamas partscfoelfrnin foe an- 
..Mwmy council dectians-TJesphe Israel’s 
best efforts, the FNATs cooperation policy 
has enjoyed a measure of! success, al- 
though mare in the Gazir Strip than foe 
West Bank. ' 

•The recent suicide operations of Hamas 
are ~an inevitable reaction to the govern- 
ment policy of jiisfarog Hamas's beck 
against die wall Israel is not interested in 
the rise of a militant Palestinian political 
opposition — either Islamic or secular — 
which would seek to safeguard Palestinian 
national interests in die final-stage nego- 
tiations with Israel Rather, it wants die 
PNA to crush Hamas in an all-out con- 
frontation which would risk a bloody Pal- 
estinian civil war. The government knows 
that embarking on tins course will deprive 
Arafat of aB legitimacy in the eyes of his 
people. 

-Arafat has resisted tins pressure until 
now. Even now. a week after the most re- 
cent suicide bombings, Arafat has re- 
formed firm tiie wholesale arrest of foe 
military leadership of Hamas and from in- 
itiating a real war against its civil infra- 
structure. 

"Israel’s “big brother”, the US, hastened 
to intervene in order to quell the fires now 
burning in Palestine, which threaten to 
spread and endanger the new regional and 
world order, of which the Oslo peace pro- 
cess is a part The aim of the Sharm El- 
Sbeikh conference, as faf as the US is con- 
cerned, is to mobilise foe West, together 
with the participating Arab states, in order 
u? put pressure on Arafat to cooperate fully 
with Israel in the “total war” it has de- 
clared on the Islamic resistance. The par- 
ticipation of Arfo states is also intended to 
lend legitimacy co such an endeavour. 

Indeed, foe US intended die Shann H- 
Sheikh conference to jmacoqte its wider in- • 
terests in the region through a declaration 
by Israel and the Arab states of a joint 
campaign not only against die Islamic re- 
sistance m Palestine, but against “Islamic 
ftridanjenfaJist terrorism" wherever it may 
be found, and against die Arab states 
which “support" it. ' - 

'Democratic critics of foe Oslo Accords 
have long seen a danger on foe horizon; 
foe recognition and acceptance of the Jew- 
isb-Zionist state as a legitimate part of foe 
Middle East before the realisation of foe 
national rights of foe Palestinian people. 
And if the US is. to have its way, foe pros- 
pect that faces us is jock only the simple, 
"twrogartion” of Israel, but rather its in- 
clusion in an alliance directed against the . 
Middle Eastern states that refuse to par- 
tit-foaie in foe peace process, These dis- 
senters include Iran and Libya, as well as 
<tyria, which is - still Steadfast against US 
afijf Israeli demands, and political move- 
pjftts that' are straggling against foe pro- 
cess 'and against US imperialist hegemony 
in foe Middle East . .. 

The US-krd coalition is now demanding 
that the Palestinians cottferate with fopse 


control over foeir ^ resotirces airi 
hves. This so-called “Solution” cannot but 
give birth to new suicide operations m foe 
“War future anda large-scale Intifada tn foe 

Icager term which wffl fcad uSJSSf 
for twopeopfa, foe Palestmians 

and foe Israelis, and jeopantae foe peace 
and security of the entire Middle East 

The writer is the edftor o/ News Frimi 
Within, a monthly journal published by the 
.Alternative Information Centre w Je~. 
rusaiem. 



Damascus 


Madrid call 

Syria, which shunned the summit, said a revival of the Madrid peace 
conference was the only way to save the faltering peace process 


Palestinians demonstrate against foe current blockade, imposed by Israel foDowing foe recent 
suicide bus bombings, whicb has sent foe Palestinian economy into freefall photo: Routers 


Beirut 


Syria, which turned down an in- 
vitation to attend foe summit, called 
for a return to foe principles of foe 
199! Madrid peace conference as foe 
only way to achieve a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East 

“Syria reaffirms its commitment to 
achieve the goals and principles of foe 
Madrid conference and rails on foe 
sponsors of the peace process to con- 
tinue the work of this conference 
without delay,” Syrian Foreign Min- 
ister Farouk AJ-Shara said cm Sat- 
urday. 

Ai-Shara sent messages to this ef- 
fect to US Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Russian Foreign Min- 
ister Yevgeny Primakov. The United 
States, which co-sponsored the Ma- 
drid conference with Russia, also co- 
sponsored Sharm El-Sheikh, this time 
with President Hosni Mubarak. Rus- 
sia was represented by President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

The Arab- Israeli peace process “fec- 
es a difficult crisis because of ob- 
stacles caused by acts of violence 
which are impossible to resolve with- 
out convening another meeting: [a se- 
quel] to the Madrid conference,” AJ- 
Shara said. 

He asked his US and Russian coun- 
terparts to work with the concerned 
parties to reach agreement “on the 
time and place for an eventual meet- 
ing of foe conference to overcome the 
obstacles and to move peace efforts 
forward”. 

Although Syria has entered into 
peace talks with Israel the country re- 
mains on die US State Department's 
list of countries which sponsor tenor- 
ism. So fer, the Syrian-Israeli talks 
have made hole progress. 

The Syrian government-controlled 
press have taken the line that a dis- 
tinction must be drawn between ter- 
rorism and acts of national liberation, 
and has rejected Israel's call on Syria 
to expel radical Palestinian groups op- 
posed to the peace proces. 

“While preparations are under way 
Ar the summit in Sharm El-Sheikh on 


terrorism, the Arab media and news- 
papers insist on the need not to con- 
fuse terrorist acts with die legitimate 
struggle against occupation,” the 
newspaper Al-Thawra said on Sun- 
day. It warned against “ignoring Israe- 
li terrorism, which is the principal 
cause of die violence," adding that 
“Middle East peace is not possible as 
long as Israel continues to occupy 
Arab land." 

And on Monday Tishrin said foal 
Syria refused to bow to Israeli and US 
demands to expel radical Palestinian 

groups opposed to the peace process, 
winch have offices in Damascus. 

“All that would be left would be for 
Syria to liquidate the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians who have 
found refuge on its soil while waiting 
for the international community to im- 
plement the resolutions confirming 
their right to return to their home- 
land,” the newspaper said. “These Pal- 
estinians were footed into exile by Is- 
rael, which used violence and 
te r ro ris m to strip them of their most 
basic rights.” 

Tishrin said it was responding to a 
demand from Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ehud Barak that Syria “liquidate” Pal- 
estinian radical groups on its soil. 

Ten militant groups have offices in 
Damascus, inclnding the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement. Hamas, and Is- 
lamic Jihad, which took responsibility 
for four suicide bombings in IsraeL 

Christopher said on Sunday that 
Washington differed with Syria “on 
whether they should give shelter to re- 
jectionist organisations” such as Ha- 
mas. 

The opposition Popular Front for 
foe Liberation of Palestine, one of foe 
groups with offices in Syria, con- 
demned tire summit on Monday. The 
group said tiie meeting of world lead- 
ers “will not be able to put an end to 
the violence if foe causes are not elim- 
inated,” — an allusion to Israeli oc- 
cupation of Arab land. 

Syrian newspapers also charged that 
continued Israeli occupation was foe 


reason for tension in tbe region. “If 
foe Israeli occupation is not terrorism, 
then what is it?” foe newspapers 
asked. “It is most strange that the 
world docs not accuse Israel of terror- 
ism although it drops tons of bombs 
every day on innocent civilians in 
southern Lebanon and exercises re- 
pression in the Occupied Territories.” 

Ibrahim Zarour, a professor of 

Arab- Islamic history at Damascus 

University, said Syria bad agreed to 

take part in tiie Madrid conference on 
the assumption that it would be work- 
ing for a comprehensive peace hi foe 
region. “But Israel violated this under- 
standing by concluding the Oslo 
agreement with the Palestinians and 
the Wadi Arava agreement with Jor- 
dan — two agreements which did not 
realise a just and comprehensive 
peace that would guarantee security 
and break tbe cycle of violence,” he 
said. 

Syria, be continued, bad called for a 
revival of Madrid because it “would 
plug tbe loopholes in the peace pro- 
cess. tbe imbalance that breeds vi- 
olence.” He pointed out that 80 per 
cent of all Palestinians, clas si fied as 
refugees or expatriates, are not under 
self-rule “which means that peace is 
still deficient. As a result, tiie cycle of 
violence is bound to continue.” 

Ajo official of the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
fDFLPJ, another of the militant 
groups wtfo offices in Damascus, told 
Al-Ahram Weekly that peace could not 
be achieved except by Israel's com- 
plete withdrawal from occupied Arab 
lands, recognition of the Palestinians' 
right to self-determination and the re- 
turn of Palestinian refugees to their 
land. “But to search for partial solu- 
tions to the phenomenon of violence, 
while suppressing that phenomenon, 
will not reach the heart of the prob- 
lem. The situation is bound to explode 
again in other forms.” he warned. 

This official charged that die Shann 
El -Sheikh summit was based on dou- 
ble standards. 


The right to resist 


One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fight- 
er a question of definitions has kept Lebanon away 
from the summit, reports Zeina Khodr in Beirut 


Lebanon boycotted yesterday's “summit of the 
peacemakers”, arguing that the meeting would not 
beable to tackle the underlying reasons behind vi- 
olence in the region. Instead, it considers the rhet- 
oric on “terrorism" as an attempt to silence what it 
sees as legitimate resistance. Defence Minister 
Mohses Dalloul said the summit would not dis- 
tinguish between real terrorists and freedom fight- 
ers. 

Foreign Minister Fares Bcraeiz said discussions at 
tbe gathering would focus on issues pertaining to 
security and terrorism instead of the political prob- 
lems. “The political problem is one that yields... 
and ends violence. Israeli occupation of Arab land 
is tiie main stumbling block to Middle East peace 
and. the best way to solve the region's problems is 
to reconvene an international meeting based on tbe 
1991 Madrid conference.” _ - 

According to Farid Al-Khazen. a political science 
professor at foe American University of Beirut, vi- 
olence will not be eliminated after tins conference 
nor any other summit “The attacks will end once 
a regional settlement is reached between the con- 
cerned parties,” be told Al-Ahram Weekly. 

The US and Israel say the summit in Shann El- 
Sheikh was dimed at combating terrorism and or- 
ganising an international effort to deal with it 
“This is why Lebanon (refused) to attend the sum- 
mit Bow can it partake in a meeting which 
(equated) terr ori s m with what it views as rightful 
resistance against occupation,” Soleiman Ta- 
kieddine, a political analyst told the Weekly. 

TaJrieddxne added that terrorist attacks are acts 
which do not have a cause. “The operations in Is- 
rael and the resistance attacks in south Lebanon 


Amman 


cannot be classified as terrorism. These people 
have a cause. They are fighting to liberate their 
land. What country or people did not resist oc- 
cupation?” he asked. “The military attacks will 
riot stop until die political questions are solved.” 

Lebanon and Syria, which have not signed peace 
treaties with Israel, argue that guerrilla attacks 
against Israeli forces occupying a 15km (nine- 
mile) wide snip in southern Lebanon arc legitimate 
and rightful Israel regards the resistance opera- 
tions as terrorist attacks. 

Hezbollah, which is spearheading the guerrilla 
war, said foe summit would be a display “of ar- 
rogant American hegemony over our region and a 
consecration of Israeli control over it”. It added 
that tiie war to oust Israeli troops from south Leb- 
anon and suicide attacks by Palestinian groups in 
Israel were justified since they “target an enemy 
occupying the homeland”. 

The view is shared by foe Islamic group Hamas 
which was responsible for foe wave of suicide at- 
tacks in Israel that prompted foe summit Hamas' 
representative in Lebanon Mustapha Al-Liddawi 
told a news conference that foe armed struggle will 
continue until tbe liberation of Arab land. "The 
struggle against Israel is legitimate. International 
law sanctions occupied people to resist,” be said. 

Meanwhile, pro-Syrian Palestinian groups op- 
posed to foe peace process called for a strike on 
Wednesday in tbe refugee camps in protest against 
foe summit 

Observers believe Lebanon and Syria's boycott 
will not translate into .a setback for foe peace pro- 
cess since negotiations were already stalled before 
the bombings. 


“First of all, Lebanon's role is irrelevant The 
country lacks decision-making powers and it is un- 
able to make its own decisions, particularly re- 
garding Arab- Israeli peace negotiations,” Khazen 
said. * - 

This is a reference to Syria's hegemony over 
Lebanon. It has 35,000 troops in foe country and 
is the main power broker. “Lebanese- Israeli nego- 
tiations will not commence unless progress is 
achieved on the Syrian-Israeli track. But this front 
was frozen even before foe bombings. The nego- 
tiations are not stalled because of foe attacks, but 
because it is election time in Israel. Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres is hoping that an election vic- 
tory would give him foe necessary strength to 
make peace with Syria. Consequently, foe Syrian- 
Israeli track has reached a stalemate until the Israe- 
li general elections.” 

The summit will not end suicide bombings, but 
Israel and tbe US are using it for election pur- 
poses. Diplomats say Peres needs to show the Is- 
raeli public that he is doing something to halt the 
attacks at a time when his popularity has dropped. 
Tbe meeting will also serve Clinton the pres- 
idential candidate. It could earn him the American 
Jewish vote and funding for the November pres- 
idential election. 

Tbe leftist daily As-Safir said tbe undeclared 
goals of tbe summit is securing Clinton's re- 
election and improving Peres' chances. Some com- 
mentators in Lebanon also regard foe summit as a 
means to pressure Syria and Lebanon into making 
concessions at American-sponsored peace talks 
with Israel 

A columnist in the conservative right-wing daily 


An-Nahar said that despite Syria's absence at the 
summit, die new coalition will send a clear mes- 
sage to Damascus. “It will alert it to foe in- 
creasing capabilities against terrorism,” the col- 
umnist said. “One of foe main aims of tiie 
conference,” be added, “is to increase the isolation 
of Iran and to drive a wedge between Syria and 
Iran who are close allies.” 

The US and Israel accuse Tehran of being the 
prime supporter of “terrorist” groups. 

Takieddioe noted that Clinton is trying to create 
a coalition against linn and Syria, similar to the co- 
alition against Saddam Hussein before the Gulf 
War. “The US wants to isolate Iran and involve 
Syria deeper in foe peace process by pushing it 
away from Tehran, foe Palestinian opposition and 
Hezbollah. - It wants to use foe summit to pressure 
Damascus to make concessions.” 

Both Lebanon and Syria host a large number of 
Palestinian and Islamic fundamentalist groups that 
vehemently oppose the peace process. Washington 
has called on Damascus several times to close the 
offices of groups that oppose the Arab-Israeli 
peace process and to rein in Hezbollah guerrillas in 
south Lebanon. 

Syria, in light of tiie summit, is expected to face 
more pressure. The US will exert all efforts to 
clamp down on all parties that are seen as trying to 
wreck tbe peace process. 

In foe interim, Lebanon will continue to pay the 
price for peace. Today, marks the 18th an- 
niversary of tbe first Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 
Tbe southerners live in constant fear in the wake 
of daily Israeli atrocities. No international confer- 
ence was ever held to condemn tbe aggressions. 


Tripoli 


Security agenda faces opposition 


After making peace with Israel two years ago. 
King Hussein of Jordan has been outspoken 
against those who he sees as threatening foe 
future of the current peace process. 

.In Washington last week, he said those re- 
sponsible for the recent bombings in Israel 
“are trying to stop foe peace process and de- 
stroy what has been achieved, and they must 
never succeed. We must do whatever we can 
to put an cod to this.” To combat this threat, 
said the king, required both regional and in- 
ternational efforts. 

The first step was yesterday’s peacema k ers 
summit in Sharm El-Sheikh. In an interview 
with' Al-Ahram Weekly in Amman prior to 
the meeting. Crown Prince Hassan said that 
security issues are as vital as political con- 
cerns to tbe success of the current peace pro- 
cess.- 

‘The present stage requires us not only to 
prepare politically for tbe post-peace era, but 
also to move simultaneously to prepare... 
ways to combat crime and foe criminals who 
target foe innocent, especially those who com- 
mit terrorist crimes,” 

In attending the meeting, it was therefore 
crucial for Jordan to have "clear and practical 
ideas on dealing with terrorism and a well- 
planned working paper reflecting Jordan's 
views and its determination to. confront all 
forms of terrorism, 7 * Prince Hassan said. 

There is no justification for acts of terror- 
ism be argued. “Acts of terrorism are crimes 
against humanity whicb are aimed ai dam- 
aging our international reputation." Claims to 
martyrdom bold little sway with the regent- 
"Acts of terrorism conflict with our religious 
beliefs. Indeed, our culture and faith do not 
condone acts of suicide nor foe killing of in- 
nocent people, be they Arabs or Israelis.” 

On the borne front. Prime Minister Abdul - 
Karim Kabariti has warned that the Hashemite 
Kingdom will not hesitate in taking action 
against any organisation in foe country that 
his government suspected of involvement in 


Jordan's Crown Prince Hassan tells 
Caroline Faraj in Amman that 
cooperation in combating those who 
commit terrorist crimes is as vital to 
the peace process as political con- 
cerns. The opposition disagreed 


terrorist activities in the region. On a regional 
level, be said that Jordan will cooperate with 
Israel and all concerned parties in every pos- 
sible way to combat regional terrorism. 

That willingness was demonstrated on Tues- 
day with Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud Barak 
arriving in Amman for talks with Pnncc Has- 
san. The flying visit was aimed ar exchanging 
views and coordinating steps between the two 
countries prior to yesterday’s summit Israel's 
army radio said die two sides would also dis- 
cuss an anti-terrorism agreement to be con- 
cluded soon. On bis return to Jerusalem Ba- 
rak praised Jordan’s efforts to combat 
terrorism, saying that “this country fights ter- 
rorism efficiently, responsibly and method- 
ically”. 

Jordan has also sent its emissaries abroad. 
On 4 March Jordan dispatched two senior 
ministers to foe Gaza Strip with a message 
from King Hussein to Palestinian President 
•Yasser Arafat. reportedly to offer Jordan's 
help in countering foe wave of militant vi- 
olence that is threatening the current peace 
process. 

Yet reaction on foe streets of Amman is 
mixed. Mahmoud Jaber, a Jordanian business- 
man, expressed concent over Israel punishing 
two million Palestinians for the acts of a few. 
“Maintaining foe collective punishment ap- 
proach will strengthen the hardliners end 
weaken the pro-peace forces in the Palestinian 
society,” be commented. 

“It will weaken the Israelis* partner in 


peace, tbe Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). whicb has committed itself to doing 
alt it can to uproot extremists” be said. “Nor 
should Israel ask foe PNA to do what is be- 
yond its power in its attempts to ease foe 
emotions of its angered people,” be added. 

For Maan Qassem, a political science stu- 
dent, it was clear that Palestinian and Israeli 
extremists have wanted an end to the peace 
process and foe demise of foe Oslo Accords 
all along. “It is indeed a sad moment for 
peace in the Middle East because if it un- 
ravels on one front, as it seems to have done, 
ft could jeopardise all foe other fronts,” he 
added. 

But Jordanian writer Mimes Razz az has a 
more critical view of foe achievements of tbe 
peace process so far. “Had there been real 
peace, no Palestinian youths would be com- 
mitting suicide and no bombs would have 
blown up Israeli citizens.” 

“But the fact is that there is no peace be- 
cause of Israel's continued occupation of 
Arab lands and foe arrogance it is displaying 
vis-4-vis Arabs in general and tbe Pal- 
estinians in particular.” He added his belief 
that “Israel bos no alternative but to recognise 
Arab and Palestinian rights, end its ar- 
rogance and aggression and pull out from 
Arab lands in order to enjoy peace.” 

As for the opposition parties in Jordan, they 
have condemned Israel's retaliatory actions in 
tbe occupied Arab territories and called on all 
Arab political parties and organisations to ex- 
press their support for foe Palestinian people 
who. according to a statement issued on Sat- 
urday 9 March, “are subject to a new imperi- 
alist and Zionist attack aimed at paralysing 
Palestinian resistance against occupation”. 

The statement, issued by nine opposition par- 
ties, called for confronting any security or po- 
litical coordination between Arab or Muslim 
states and Israel and foe United States, saying 
that such coordination “will affect our security 
and jeopardise our interests and existence.” 


The dissenters 

Not surprisingly, Libya, Sudan and Iraq shunned 

the summit and heaped scorn on the participants 

Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi has criticised the Sharm El- 
Sbokh summit, particularly Arab participation in it, and ac- 
cused the United States and Israel of being foe biggest terrorists 
ofall. 

“The biggea terrorist powers in tbe world today are the Zion- 
ists and foe Americans, and the tension in tbe Middle East will 
not end until these brutal powers are finished,” Gaddafi told 
Libya's official JANA news agency. 

Oa state television, be said: “When we ask for an Arab sum- 
mit in foe interest of the nation, they tell us it is impossible, 
while foe summit with the Israelis and foe Americans is a prior- 
ity and is quickly arranged.” 

Gaddafi said there were “murders and massacres perpetrated 
by foe Americans and Israelis, in which hundreds of Pal- 
estinians and Libyans were lulled, to which foe world has not 
reacted”. By contrast, he added, “foe deaths of dozens of Is- 
raelis cause such arms-rattling.” referring to foe four suicide 
bombings by Hamas militants that killed 60 people. 

“Since the world considers Arabs to be animals and the Jews 
to be human beings, I reiterate my proposal that foe Arabs join 
the association for foe protection of animals so that the world 
will feel compassion for them,” said the Libyan leader. 

The view from Khartoum was equally negative. Sudan de- 
scribed foe summit as an attempt by the West to wipeout the 
world Islami c movement. 

C hari Salaheddin, secretary-general of Sudan's National Con- 
gress. said tbe summit “is being viewed as an attempt to erad- 
icate the new' Islamic phenomenon which many believe is a true 
expression of foe will of foe people.” But he vowed that foe 
movement will not be destroyed. Salaheddin also threw scorn 
on those participating in foe summit “The Arabs represented in 
foe conference are irrelevant, they are just being used,” he said 

In Baghdad, an Iraqi newspaper run by President Swrirfwm 
Hussein's son Uday dismissed the summit as an absurdity, 
stage-managed by the United States. 

“This ridiculous farce is organised by foe United States, foe 
biggest terrorist country in tbe world.” foe daily Babel wrote. 

“The United States carries out international terrorism of all 
types under foe nose of foe UN Security Council and often with 
its tacking.” foe newspaper added. It said the summit was a 
vote-winning ploy by US President Bill Clinton in an election 
year. 
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President Hosni Mubarak, m his opening 
address to the Peacemakers Summit 
yesterday, urged Israel and the Pal- 
estinians not to lose faith in peace fol- 
lowing suicide bom b i ng attacks in Israel 
to which Israel retaliated by blockading 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 


The following is an English translation of 
the text of bis speech: 


“I am happy to welcome you here on this spot of 
Egyptian soil, this meeting point between con- 
tinents and civilisations, which brings together 
peoples eager to co-exist and interact creatively 
along the path of peace, development and 


“In order to achieve this, continuous and To fha Paloeiininn 
sincere work is necessary to realise concrete raiesuman 

progress along the [negotiation] tracks dur- P***P® e s I Say; you 

mg the coining few months, in a climate stnidaUfla DPO|}|p 

that is devoid of violence, threats and sun- .-a* Ju-,. * ^ ^ 

pression, that safeguards the peoples’ right WIIO nave 

to live in peace and. security, free of fear suffered and 

and anxiety, and immune from condemns- - 

tion by another people because a small mi- rea ‘ SI,ea 

nority became involved in acts of terrorism, patiCnCBu. dO Ikot 

fell m the abyss of extremism or committed rfeSDaif and do 

not surrender to 


progress. 

“Your keenness to attend this conference and 


enable it to attain its objectives reflects your tine 
commitment to the cause of peace and stability 
worldwide, particularly in the Middle East region 
which, in recent years, has witnessed an active 
movement and concrete progress toward a just 
and comprehensive peace that would terminate 
half a century of bloody conflict, violence and 
destruction and would place the region 8t the 
threshold of a new era of reconciliation and con- 
struction. 

“All of you have participated in this endeavour 
and supported it since the Madrid peace confer- 
ence was held in October 1991. It was natural 
that you would follow its developments with ex- 
treme attention and that you stand with the peo- 
ples of the region as they confront the obstacles 
and challenges facing the peace process and the 
dangers threatening its [the region's] peace and 
security at a time when [the region] sorely needs 
to devote itself to development, construction and 
the achievement of prosperity. 

“You probably agree with me that our meeting 
[today] should represent an advanced step and a 
qualitative development in the speedy work for 
realising peace and reconciliation between peo- 
ples and intensifying the legitimate human -strug- 
gle against terrorism and violence in all their 
Forms and types, focusing in particular on the 
Middle East region which has extreme strategic 
importance for all the states of the world. 

“This noble objective requires that efforts 
should be doubled to save the peace, safeguard 
its march, protect it against the danger of re- 
ceding and generate a new momentum that will 
kindle the flame of hope in [our] souls. 


evils which no religion or principle can 
sanction. 

“To the Palestinian people, I say: you false calls and 
struggling people who have suffered and re- . , .. __ 

sis ted in patience, who know your path and uC*G3lliHll««» Tile 
who projected .the true purpose of your entire 

struggle, do not despair and do not sur- ■ 

ren/lrt* tn fialo* mllo unA An nnt HKBi Il3tlOfl3l 


render to false calls and defeatism; do not 
lose clear vision, after the wheel of peace family will not let 
has turned and after you received support vou rfown 
from the various world powers, and after ' wu UUWI1 
supporting the Palestinian cause became a ■ 

collective inter nati onal commitment from 



which there can be no deviation and no retreat 
The entire international family will not let you 
down but will continue to support you and make 
it possible for you to purity your march from 
whatever may obstruct your movement and 
threaten your advance. You should maintain the 
power of decision-making, free from pressure 
and fear, for the destiny is your destiny, and 
your right to determine your destiny is well- 
established and preserved, and the future ahead 
of you is brimming with hope and aspirations. 

“To the Israeli people I say: you people whose 
ancestors have lived side by side with the Arabs 
for long centuries in peace and amity, with the 
relationship between the grandchildren of Ib- 
rahim [Abraham] based on brotherhood, cordial- 
ity and mutual respect for religious beliefs and 
cultures and shunning fanaticism, hatred and ra- 
cism, I say to you that you must be aware that 
the future of the entire region, including Israel, is 
dependent on the achievement of a just and com- 
prehensive peace and security for all sides and 
that dealing with some transient negative phe- 
nomena cannot be done by renouncing these val- 
ues and principles or losing faith in peace,, frit- 
tering away hope in the future or falling into the 
abyss of extremism and fanaticism — all these 
would only mean a return to the vicious circle of 
violence and destruction. 


“The only key to peace and. stability i* a clear- 
cut bias in favour of peace because foose .who' 
threaten security are the enemies of peace who 
seek to abort its- march and obstruct its progress. 
You should rest assured that the Arab nation has 
no evil or treacherous intentions and that the Pal- 
estinian people are your closest neighbours and 
your partners in action for a better life. These 
people [Palestinians] have suffered, just -as you 
suffered, from the arrows of recklessness and do- 
structive extremism but these did oot shake foe 
' faith which foe great majority has in a just peace - 
and their confidence in a secure future. - 

“To the friendly peoples who took our side in 
our march along the path of peace, reconciliation 
and construction, we express esteem for your re- : 
sponsible stand which indicates profound faith in 
the unity of human destiny and- a firm ethical 
commitment to foe causes of peace, justice and 
development 

“To the leaders who are participating in this 
historic conference, we express hope that we will 
take specific steps and measures to protect peace 
against foe dangers and threats that obstruct its 
march : and progress and introduce new mech- 
anisms to ensure foe unification of our efforts, as 
well as. the efforts of the whole international 
community, to rout the forces of evil and terror- 
ism and - rekindle hope in the souls of foe new 


generations that toowrow will. be better.'.;.':?/;-' i. 

“Brothers and asters, foe jpeopleS of fois ; T&- - 
gion, - in past decades, have lived through for -: 
rocious wars and trioody and destructive conflict, 
with, their security threatened and their resources ‘ 
wasted, away until . the time came to emerge -fibril 
: this dark tunnel and successive steps .were taken 
.along the path of- peace. _ ■' . 

“Negotiations were opened to consolidate foe. . 
foundations of security for all foe states of the re- • 
gion on an equitable .and balanced .basis that .V 
would protect alt parties ‘against, foe dangers: of ', 
aggression and foe t hre at of foe use of oppressive -' 
force to impose ^situations' that .do not conform'-, 
with right and justice. Bid this progress along the;.; 
path- of security and peace generated tbdgfodge- 
of, the 'profngBtcns of war .and destruction ax^ ' 
they sowed 'terrorism in foe region with foe-aito 
of threatening security, 'uodermimng peace .and 
obstructing the development effort, lb their-'aefs - 
of subversion, fofey retied on tire support of some - 
foreign circles which do not wish -good ; for' 'foe 
peoples of the Middle East Tbese OTdes pip- ’ 
vided foe terrorist groups with money aodL fends ; 
as well as trainnig and shelter. Otter- parties from 
outside foe region took, a stand that was in coflu- .•> 
si on with terrorism in one way or another tty . 
granting its planners and perpet ra to r s ttenghr^jf - 
asylum and covering up their movements which'- 


only 'serve their criminal 
schem es. la vitIW. of. this sfoft- 
tioh, 1 had; called at ro.- early 
stage 'for convening an intra- 
~ national conference on tenor- 
ism placed a specific 
posal.in this connection before 
the European . Parliament -Jin 
Strasbourg in 1986. \ -: j 

: “fa doing so,T was intention 
showing that the phenomenon 
of terrorism and exteemisfor lis 
not- confined tp a. specific acfta 
of .an - ethnic, religious or-criJ- 
niral group.' Specifically, it is 
. not ' an . Islamic phenomenon 
.'and ‘should not be- attributed: to 
Islam, at the expense of its no- 
trte teachings. In fed, it -ifiia 
phenomenon -that is hostile- lo 
Islam and Muslims just as -it is 
hostile to foe followers of .oth- 
er religious and cultures^ 4 
’ “Accordingly. ' we welcomed 



? die conv ening of the internationaJ conference »©n 
combating terrorism in all its forms and . .types 
winch- was held on 19 February in the Philippines 
f ond in which l mo$t of tte stai^ repiesented d 
this confe r ence participated. This conference, tajd 

- down basic principles and . adopted positiveLres- 
(dutions that constitute the jirst step- along:. foe 
:jmth of foe world community's fight against ter- . 

rorism: It confronted all. foe states of the world 
with then- responsibility of- combating and: 're- 
sisting terrorism by all methods and means. 

“What remains for us .to do at this conference 

- is to take even more effective and mote decisive 
resolutions ;and 1 lay. down policies and arrange- fo 
ments for protecting foe peace and security ofifae 
region against the dangers that threaten tbemyrso 
that the chances Of launching foese [terrorist [rants 

-that violate the. simplest rides of humanity-will 
bfe reduced, , and so foal foe world community 
.may be able to expose foe forces foot stand be- 
hind them. . and offer to serve their criminal 
schemes. '. 

“Eventually, victiny^will' be for foe forcefrtiof 
good, and constriKtioru and glory -.to the peace- 
maketsmd the advocates of justice and freedom, 
.security for, all people. that aspire for a life. free 
of suppression and fear, forco ^existence and fee - 
onctliation and the renimtriatiaaof war, violence 

- and destruction- Peace oil earth." . • .*-ai 
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Urging “collective resolve 0 by the lead- 
ers attending the summit. President BID 
Clinton outlined a three-point plan to win 
the battle for peace and a better future 
in the Middle East — co ndemnation of 
terrorism, a stronger commitment to a 
comprehensive peace settlement and an 
all out fight against terrorists. 


The following 
speech: 


is the text of Clinton’s 


“From all around foe world we have come to the 
Sinai to deliver one simple, unified message. 
Peace will prevail. This summit is unprecedented 
in the history of foe Middle East- It would have 
been inconceivable just a few short years ago. It 
stands as proof and promise that this region has 
changed for good. 

“Leaders from Israel and foe Arab World, from 
Europe, from Asia, from North America. Twenty 
nine of us, shoulder to shoulder, joined in sup- 
port of peace. We have gathered before to cel- 
ebrate new milestones in our journey. Today we 
join in common defense against those who would 
turn us back. We arc here because we know what 
is at stake. 


“In the 18 years since Egypt and Israel made a 
miracle at Camp David, Israelis and Arabs have 
changed the course of history in their hands. Step 
by step, courageously, they have broken with the 
past, laying down the arms of war and opening 
their arms to one another. 

“But with every milestone passed along foe 
road of peace and progress, the enemies of peace 
have grown more desperate and more deprived. 
They know they cannot compete in the mar- 
ketplace of ideas. They know they have nothing 
to offer but hardship and despair. And so they re- 
sort to murderous attacks that are an affront to 
the civilised world and to foe moral precepts that 
lie at foe core of the three faiths represented 
here. 

“As President Mubarak has so eloquently stat- 
ed, in the busy streets of Jerusalem, Ashkelan 
and Tel Aviv, suicide bombers launched a wave 
of terror to kill as many Israelis as possible. Or- 
dinary men and women riding the bus to work, 
families shopping for the holidays, innocent chil- 
dren in their Punm costumes, murdered for the 
blood in their veins. 

“Our hearts go out to the people of Israel and 
to all foe victims of these atrocities, which also 
include Palestinians and Americans. Many of the 


nations here today have experienced the night- 
mare of terror. “Death . does not discriminate 
among foe terrorist victims. Over foe last two 
weeks, as I bave said, losses were felt not only in 
Israeli, but also in Palestinian, American and Mo- 
roccan homes. • ■ . .-. ... 

“The bard won achievements of the Palestinian 
people are under direct assault. The merchants of 
terror wouliLsel] out their future and trade their 
dreams for despair.' Arab mothers and . fathers 
who seek a better life for their children under- 
stand die enemies _ of peace have targeted them as 
well. . .. 

“Let no one underestimate the significance of 
our gathering here today. Today foe wall of divi- 
sion we face is not really between Arabs and Is- 
raelis. It is instead between those who reach for a 
better tomorrow and those who rail against it, bo-, 
tween those who traffic in hate and terror and 
those who work for peace. To the forces of ha- 
tred and violence, 1 say, and let us all say. you. 
kDl yourselves and others in foe aim of kilUng 
peace. 

“Yet today, as you see, peace survives. In 
peace we’ll grow stronger. You will not succeed. 
.Your day has passed. You have ploughed the 
fields of hatred, but here we are, coming to reach 


unity and new strength to defeat you and to keep 
the promise and tit^e of peace alive. • ' A 

"We who have gathered irr Egypt today .'are 
committed to the search for peace. ;Our very pres- ; 
ence here underscores foe depth : of our dediea-; 
tion. But words pnd symbols are not enough. The 
world looks to <is now for action, arid we -must 
direct our. collective resolve' in force specific- ar- 
'ifcas. : * ■. -.?• \' m 

. “First, wermust : be dear in our cbridemnation-ofi. 
those who resort to terror. Violence has no place 
in the future we all seek for the Middle Bast ’ 

“Second, we must reinforce our common search' 
for a comprehensive peace. We znnst pfess for 1 -t 
ward until the drde of peace is dosea vAinT we 
must work to bring the benefits of peace to- tht: 
daily life of people here, for jf people -lose foeir ‘ 
hope in peace, foe terrorists will have succeeded! ! 
This would be the cruellest victory of alt arid we - ■ 
must not let it happen. 

“Third, we must actively counter tite terrorists ', 
with all foe means at bur command, combining ' 
our efforts tan^biy and joining orir strength !*) 
defeat their evil aims. Chairman Aritiat sM'tfe;'- 
Palestinian Authority are responding to that chal- , 
lenge. Each of us here must do our part-tb l hdp ; . 
them succeed in their mission. We know we can- 


not guarantee [OQ per cent success, hut all of -us 

* must demand of each other and ourselves 1 00 per 
cent effort . The danger we fees is urgent The 

' Challenge fe'c]eairi Bid foe solidarity of the pesce- 

• makers, will conquer the, forces- of division if we 

.will resolve toTreep foot solidarity. : • "• 

“We stand-today as dne-not fer tfom foe moun- 
tain where God gawi'foe -word to Moses, thc-law 

of hitmaz^, tderad^.-and fefrh tiurt guidesrour 
{way today: We ar&'foe^ beirS'of that moral legacy— 
whether we he Muslear br few or Christian. Froiff’ 
'nsoryr lands and imny-' different traditions. uwe 
came today, all speaking ^the language of peacci 
- *Tn foe Brble, we are told that when they -were 
grown, Isaac, the Patriarch of foe Jews, and 
‘ Isfa m & i L flie Patriarch' of the Arabs, met but orice. 
They .came together at foe death of Abraham.'foe 
: father thqr shared, foe lather of both peoples. 1 /. 

■ Friday* the descendants 1 of Isaac and Eshmail 
have joined together in a spirit of rebirth,, to 
secure foe shared ' promise of a life of peace for 
all foe peoples of fora region. Those of us who 
come here today to stand with them must -not 
allow the forties of the past to deny theft) the 


f- - 








fixture they seek: foot we all seek Let'our charge 
fo ' from the Sam today. We will wia the 


go. forth 
battle of peace. Thank you. 1 
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‘Terrorism has all 


braaS Prime Minister 
Shimo n Peres' speech to 
the Peacemakers Summit 
caBed on the international 
community to formulato 
momentous and practic al 
decisions and a stra tegy 
to respood to the moral 
caO for peace. Tbe prime 
minister singled out Iran 
as the spear head of ter- 


Tbe fbllowkig is the text 

of his speech: 


“Nine days ago, on tbe eve of 
foe festival of Purim, two 12- 
year-old boys went to celebrate 
or foe Tel Aviv Mall. Yovav 
Levy and Kobi Saharoa were 
best friends. They bad foe in- 
nocence and freshness of youth. 

“Kobi studied in a class for 
gifted children. Yovav excelled 
in fbotbalL Their whole future 
was before them. Yet, in a split 
second, it came to an end at tbe 
bands of a crazed terrorist, a liv- 
ing bomb. 

“Is there a God who permits a 
man to perform such a hor- 
rendous act? Is there a religion 
which allows one to commit 
suicide, to murder children? 

“Wars in the Middle East 
have claimed the lives of tens of 
thousands of young people. 
With every casualty, a whole 
world was lost 

“Yet most of the victims fell 
during wars. Kobi and Yovav 
were murdered by foe ultimate 
evil — in a war against ending 
was. 

“They were among die 
youngest victims of the most re- 
Cezti terrorist attacks, but they 
were not alone. In Jerusalem, in 
Ashkekm awl in Tel Aviv, other 
children, and ordinary people, 
young and old. Israelis and for- 
eigners. were lofledL 

“Grief struck many homes 
and scores are still in pais. May 
foe Lord comfort tbe sorrow 
and beal foe pom. 

“Yes, we suffered pain tart 


■ not despair. We shall do all that 
it takes to defeat terrorism, just 
as we shall mobilise all re- 
sources to further peace. This 
gathering signifies the civilised 
world’s rejection of foe evil of 
terrorism and its support for 
foe peace process. 

“Momentous and practical 
decisions most emerge here to- 
day. This conference must for- 
mulate a strategy and create an 
enduring coalition to respond to 
the moral call and to answer foe 
practical needs through inter- 
national cooperation. 

“Terrorism knows no bor- 
ders, so borders most not re- 
strain action to smash the ter- 
rorist snake." 

“This terrorism is not anon- 
ymous. It has a name, it has an 
address, it has bank accounts, it 
has an infrastructure, it has net- 
works camouflaged as charity 
organisations. It is spearheaded 
by a country — Iran.., 

“Tbe Iranian people are not 
our enemy. Religion is not our 
foe. 

It is a regime which initiates, 
promotes and exports violence 
and fanaticism — Tehran has 
become foe capital of terror. A 
conclusion must be drawn bow 
to contain iL" 

“From tbe Palestinians, with 
whom we wish to complete foe 
historic conciliation, we de- 
mand foe unequivocal fulfill- 
ment of the Oslo Accords. 

**We do not ask foe PaL 
estinian Authority to defend 
our lives. Only we shall defend 
ourselves. It is solely our re- 
sponsibility. 

“The Palestinians must fulfill 
the obligations of an elected au- 
thority. Thqr must fight to pre- 
vent terror, which is causing 
hardship in their midst. They 
must not tolerate murderous 
command centres. They must 
not patiui illegal gas to aim at 
legal peace agreements. 

"Terror threat e ns peace and 
stability in tbe whole world. 
Suicide methods and modem 


weapons are an immediate dan- 
ger. It will escalate once terror- 
ists obtain non-conventibnal 
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weapons. 

“We are at a watershed. 

“Our region is going through 
a period of transition. The dark, 
days are al an end. The shadows 
of its past are lengthening. The 
twilight of wars is still fed with 
blood, yet its sunset is in- 
evitable and imminent 

“The .Middle East is on foe 
verge of a new day — better 
and morepromisiT^. Many bar- 
riers which separated Israel 
from its neighbours are gone. 

“Yesterday’s enemies are 
ga th ered here today as partners 
in foe battle for a different to- 
morrow. The hunting grounds 
of cynics and sceptics are di- 
minishing. 

“There is news in foe Middle 
Ease It will be a hew Middle 
East ' ^ 

“J would like to thank all. 
those present. First and fore-: 
most, ■President Clinton for his- 
vitol initiative. 

“He proved not only bis iead- 
ership of the free world but he., 
has also shown himself as a 
great facilitator of peace as a 
rtew agenda. 

I thank the co-sponsor. Pres- 
ident Ychsin. whose presence - 
here e xpresses his commitment 
toanewera. 

“My gratitude' goes to our 
Inst, President Mubarak, of 
Egypt, first to make peace, wh?. . 
offered foe beauty of Sbarm El- 
Sbrikh as an invitation jq a new: 
political landscape: My ap- 
preciation is extended, to the 
leaders of Europe and Asia, 
who helped to realise 'peace in 
foe Middle East and continue to ' 
doso. 

*T also greet the leaders of foe 
Arab countries present here., 
antf would like to say foot Is- 
rael, as it proved in hs^ nego- 
tiations with die Palestinians, is 
resolved not to dominate others. 

“Israel does not .seek , to gain 
territory, brad has proved foot 


science, is more important than 
'temtoiy. We can. attain more at • 
schools today .than what we - 
. could conquer previously on 
foe battlefidd- . t -- 
. “We are not hare out of fe- 
tigue or weakness. Wears here 
out of a moral p reference and a 
sedseof strength. . 

“Lei your children and pur. 
children know . a fixture of 
peace: Let them march, safe 
and sound, through tbe gates of 
the next century, free of fear,. ' 
equipped with knowledge and ' 


wisdom into a new era fra - 1 
knxL^ 

“In the words of foe Bifrie, 
-’Seer I have set before you' to- 
day. life and good and ddatb 
and eviL. I call heaven |md 
earth to witness this day agsjnsi 
you, that J have set before jou 
life arid death, blessing land 

cursing, therefore choose lire!' 

“Lames and Gentlementfwe 
have cbosor.' life. Let usgall 
unite to wipe oot foe curse of 
tenor. and to receive the bjess- 

•K 


ing of peace? 
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‘A firm and! 
clear message’ 

Palestinian Pre sid ent Yasse r Arafat, fa his summit speech, vowed to up- 
root terrorism hacwn Palestinian mrtopawdowfto and self deteredwtion 
cannot be realised “in a see of blood and teere* T . 


The following Is the text of his spMch: 


■“In a precedent dot has no match in “Ladies .and gentl em en, our common 
contemporary histoiy. this large gathering will to protect the' peace and to deny the 
of world leaders has met twice within the enemies of peace any opportunity make 
space of a few months : the first time; us today more determined than ever to 
following the assassination of a leading : follow up the measures and arrangements 
figure who offered his life for peace, our which we; have taken, as well as the 

departed partner Yitzhak Rabin, and the common action for resisting terrorism and 

second time following a bloody and - cutting off its external strings as well as 
criminal series [of acts] that destroyed foe its centres-of power which are spread out 

lives of tens of innocent Israelis as 'well in foe region around m. 
as some Palestinians, Americans and . ' “Completing the impicnicntatioii of the 
Ro m a nians and plunged us anew into foe Oslo " agreements, which we signed in 

cycle of violence and terrorism. The Washington under foe auspices of 

objective of the two meetings was to President Clinton and in Cairo under foe 

direct a firm and clear messa g e to the auspices of President Mubarak, and foe 

killers, a message to the effect that if it Russian _qo-sponsorship of President 

was possible to kill major leaders and Yeltsin, and with foe support of Europe, 

peacemakers like Yitzhak Rabin and Japan, ail peace-loving nations and the 

innocent citizens who were pursuing their United Nations, and tire immediate 

'daily fives, then their criminal success is opening of the final outcome negotiations 

' short-lived because they could not kill the are the best way to bury the dreams and 
1 -peace or assassinate the will of the region schemes of the anti-peace-conspirators. 

- and the world, the wfl] for construction Therefore, I invite your noble 

■ and durable peace. gathering to examine the possibility of 

*T am one of those who lived through - setting up . a permanent international 
: all foe phases of the birth of violence m authority, including representatives of the 
our country and region and today I feel sponsors of foe peace process and all 
the deep wound which was inflicted upon regional and international parties, to 

- all of us. provide assistance for contouring tire 

“But with faith, confidence and steps of peace and achieving coordination 
determination to protect foe peace, which and cooperation for die protection of foe 
are manifested by your conference, 1 and peace process. . 

my friend, Shimon Peres, feel that we are “If foe confrontation of terrorism is to 

• not alone because the giant will of the be comprehensive, then foe major 

- -■world is on our side so that we may political task of achieving a firm, durable 
complete our march and so that the and comprehensive peace should be 
enemies of peace become an isolated accomplished along with our joint efforts 

- 'minority that stands condemned by to confront terrorism and its regional and 
Palestinians and Israelis, foe region and international sponsors. 

1 the world. Tt is also urgent that economic and 

“We are not alone because each leader social arrangements should be made to 

• of you, by hig presence today, conveys a” alleviate die poverty, deprivation and 


- -message with the profound content that 

- peace in our region is his own special 
-cause as well as an overall international 
cause. 

“I came today to convey foe 
determination of the entire Palestinian 
people, who took to the streets shouting 
against violence and for peace, that we 
are confronting, and will continue to 
confront, t e r ro ri sm and uproot it from our 
soil because our dream of freedom, 
independence and self-determination 
cannot be realised, in a sea of blood and 
tears. By arduous work we shall confront 

- this terrorism unleashed by foe extremist 
' and dangerous wings of Hamas and Jihad. 

“At foe same time; I say to our Israeli 

- neighbours that our wills should be united 
*today, more than at anytime before, to 
make violence and terrorism a thing of 
'the past which we renounce, and to make 
.peace, that is based -on justice, equality 

i. and human brotherhood, ..the sole future 
• for all of -us* our -children- .and your 
children, our mothers and. your mothers, 
. -and for every mao and woman who live 
an this holy land, for all of us, die sons of 
Ibrahim [Abraham]. 

L • “From this podium, L a ' faithful 

- Muslim, declare it dearly to all those 
v'who have faith in religion that God 

Almighty who revealed foe three holy 
i:. religions to mankind, has prohibited 
... violence and the killing of man and 
: considered the advocate of killing a 
. -violator of God’s will and religion as well 
as ail heavenly laws and religions. 

“The voice of foe noble men of 
■j . religion, who represent foe cons ci ence of 
. ‘ r pwn and propagate heavenly religions, 
should be raised against violence and 
terrorism— 


unemployment of Palestinians and not to 
pursue [foe policy erf] blockade, 
starvation,. - economic siege, and 
preventing our woikers from working. 
We have been exhausted by these 
collective punishments, . whose 
continuation provides fertile ground for 
extremism end violence. 

“Collective punishment was never foe 
right tool for realising peace and stability. 
Terrorism against innocent civilians is 
attempting to put the hands of foe clock 
backward after foe sun of peace has 
shone with a beautiful dre a m which we 
called a new Middle East where peace, 
prosperity, stability, security and equality 
prevail. - “The Palestinian people 
should not be made a victim of foe acts 
of ter ro ri s m: first, in the cycle of violence 
such as die massacre at Al-Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem and die Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron and, second, by collective 
punishments and an economic blockade 
that [created a-'shuation with]- the 
proportions of a famine. Yes, the 
proportions of a famine, the siege of 
towns and villages and even the 
^occupation of most areas in the West 
Bank in a dangerous operation designed 
to embarrass the Palestinian National 
Authority before its people and show that 
it is incapable of ensuring the availability 
of the minimnm requirements of security 
and livelihood 

Terrorism cannot be eradicated at a 
time when an entire people is suffering a 
siege and a blockade, a time when 
100,000 workers have joined the large 
army of . the unemployed. At the 
beginning of this year, our deficit stood at 
790 nriUion shekels or $275 million. We ' 
are a poor state. 
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The realisation of peace requires 
practical, measures that would make every 
-citizen feel .that the fruits of peace are 
worth defending and protecting. Work has 
to be continued for implementing foe 
concluded ag re em ents fully, thoroughly 
and honestly, and according to their 
time-table. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, let us offer a 
prayer to the sole and mighty Creator 
who called for peace on earth and among 
the people; let us work in accordance 
with God’s win for a just and 
comprehensive peace that is irrepaceabie. 
This is the will foat exists in the hearts 
and consciences of millions of people, 
one generation after another. Peace is the 
word of greeting used by every man 
every day in our country and in our 
region. May God’s peace, mercy and 
blessing be upon you.” 
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TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
CONGRATULATE 


PRESIDENT MUBARAK 
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
SUMMIT FOR PEACE 
MAKERS 
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SUPPORT TO HELP ACHIEVE 
ALL GOALS TO ENSURE 
PEACE ALL OVER THE WORLD 


A Madrid conference 
in Moscow 

RUSSIAN President Boris Yeltsin called for another Madrid-type 
peace conference, in his address to the international anti-terrorist 
summit 

He supported Syrian calls for such a meeting, saying it should 
be held at least at foe level of foreign ministers. 

*T propose convening a conference similar to that of Madrid,” 
Yeltsin said. “In Moscow or in any other place, we can call for a 
mini-Madrid conference at the level of ministers of affairs.” 

“We m ust take concrete steps to combat violent acts foal are 
having repercussions wold wide,” Yeltsin said 
“It has become necessary to unity and concentrate all efforts of 
the international community to fight tins threat of terrorism,” he 
said 

Syria boycotted the summit at the Egyptian Red Sea resort, call- 
ing instead for a meeting like the October 1991 Madrid confer- 
ence which launched the Arab-Israeli peace process: 

Yeltsin, whose country co-sponsors the Middle East peace pro- 
cess with foe United States, said both Israel and foe Palestinian 
National Authority needed international support in co m bating ter- 
rorism. 

“All the forces in Israel, raider die leadership of Shimon Peres, 
need support, not only moral Nit practical support by the inter- 
national community ” be said 

The United Nations should be used because terrorism has no 
national feature and can hardly be dealt with by one single coun- 
try.” Yeltsin said 

A mechanism 
for anti-terrorism 

JORDAN’S King Hussein called for creating an “international 
mechanism” to uproot terrorism and demanded punitive measures 
against countries backing such attacks. 

“We should arrive at an international mechanism to cut the links 
of financial support and training centres for terrorists,” in all 
countries. King Hussein told world leaders meeting at Sharm El- 
Sheikh. 

“In order to wipe out terrorism, we should face up to this phe- 
nomenon throu gh concerted international effort not on a regional 
level,” he said. 

King Hussein stressed foe need for creating an “international 
mechanism to identity terrorism and adopt ground rules and 
means to bury it with regard to its financial sources and training.’' 
He also called for punitive measures “against any slate har- 
boring terrorism or hosting terrorist bases and organisations.” 
Likewise, King’Hussein demanded international efforts to “bar 
terrorist organisations from running media stations or receiving 
support from certain wide-scope media outlets.” 

The -long differentiated between “terrorist acts and Islam,” say- 
ing foe religion was based on “mercy and forgiveness” and not on 
bloodshed. 1 

He noted that terrorian was not restricted to a certain religion or 
race, while referring to bloody operations in 1995 in London, To- 
kyo, the US stale of Oklahoma and Addis Ababa. 



Anti-terrorist UN 


UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-GhaB of- 
fered the UN as a mechanism for combating ter- 
rorism when be addressed the Peacemakers 
Summit 

The following is the full text of Ms sp eec h : 

“A war is taking place. Terror and terrorism have declared 
war against peace and security. 

“All of us at this conference have known the pain and 
honor of terrorist acts against our families, our friends, 
our nations. 

“Terror is not confined to this region alone. Terror can 
strike in America, in Africa, in Europe or in Asia. No per- 
son, no people, no pan of foe world con any longer feel 
beyond foe reach of (error or terrorism. 

“The fight against tenor and terrorism has gone on for 
years. Many brave men and women have worked to pre- 
vent terror, to find the terrorists, to break up their empire 
of fear. But more must be done. 

“Why? Because terror and terrorism have become a glo- 
bal phenomenon. Because terrorists receive arms and 
funds from abroad. Because terrorists travel abroad to be 
trained. Because terrorists receive instructions from 
abroad. Because terrorists take refuge abroad after com- 
mitting their crime. 

“The globalisation of terrorism is sustained, because 
when terror takes place in a far-away land it often is easy 
to be indifferent; because countries may be legally limited 
in what they can do: because countries may use terrorists 
to advance their aims; because the media give terrorists 
the publicity they seek; because drugs and terror are glo- 
bally linked; because unilateral — and even bilateral — 
action is not enough to deal with a threat that is global. 

“The United Nations is the forum where a foundation 
for global action is being built. 

“At foe first-ever summit of Security Council members, 
in 1992, and at foe Special Commemorative Session of the 
General Assembly, in 1995, heads of state and govern- 
ment agreed to act together to defeat terrorism. 

“The nations of the world, by resolution of foe General 
Assembly in 1994, adopted the Declaration on Measures 
to Eliminate International Terrorism, a concrete and com- 
prehensive action plan. 

“Terrorism was branded by the nations of the world last 
January, in foe General Assembly of foe UN. 

“These commitments arc important, and they are global. 
But they are still only declarations. The task before us is 
to take this normative foundation as our platform for rapid 
and decisive action. 

“The UN is ready to serve this cause, ready to serve as a 
mechanism for mobilisation on a global scale. The UN 
awaits your instructions.' 1 

‘We’ve spelt it out’ 

BRITISH Prime Minister John Major, in his speech to the 
Peacemakers Summit yesterday, called for Iran and Libya 
to abandon their “vicious” support of international terror- 
ism. 

“Let us not forget where the core of this problem lies,” 
said Major. “It lies with the bombers who so savagely 
shattered foe lives of peaceful Israelis and with those 
countries which encourage, condone and actively support 
this terrorism,” he said. 

“I hope we will send from this conference a very clear 
call to those countries to abandon those vicious policies. 
We have spelt it out to Iran, we have spelt it out to Lib- 
ya.” 

Both states have repeatedly denied charges of sup- 
porting terrorism while stressing the right of Arabs to 
fight Israeli occupation. The summit was called after Is- 
lamic suicide bombings killed 58 people in IsracL 
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Death of 


a preacher 


Sheikh Mohamed El- 
Ghazali, a prominent 
Islamic scholar and 
preacher, died in Sau- 
di Arabia last Saturday 
of a heart attack. 
Omayma Abdsl-Laftif 
remembers him 


Sheikh Mohamed El -Ghazali, a 
renowned scholar who preached 
Islam for over half a century, died 
on Saturday in the Saudi Arabian 
capital of Riyadh of a heart at- 
tack. He was 79. 

Generally viewed as belongmj 
to the “EberaT Islamic trend, El 
Ghazali was one of the few Al- 
Azhar-educated scholars to at- 
tempt to address latter-day prob- 
lems fiom an Islamic perspective. 
However, he faced criticism fiom 
leftists and secularists for alleg- 
edly justifying foe 1992 as- 
sassination by militant Islamists 
of secularist writer Farag Foda. 

El -Ghazali graduated from Al- 
Azhar in 1941 and later obtained 
foe degree of aLclamiya, foe 
equivalent of a doctorate. He be- 
gan his career as a preacher in 
mosques affiliated to foe Ministzy 
of Al-Awqaf and whs promoted in 
1961 to inspector of mosques. 
From 1964 to 1971, he headed 
foe Islamic Da'awa (preaching) 
Department at foe ministry, hi 
this capacity, he travelled to vari- 
ous parts of the Islamic world, 
preaching;, making presentations 
on Islam and foe West, and sug- 
gesting Islamic solutions to mod- 
em problems. 

In 1976, he was appointed as 
head of the Islamic Preaching De- 
partment at foe Faculty of Shari ’a 
(Islamic law) in Mecca’s King 
Abdel-Aziz University. Later, foe 
Algerian government, which was 
conducting a wide-scale Arab- 
isation programme, enlisted Us 
help in promoting foe nation’s Is- 
lamic identity, and EI-Ghazali 
gave a series of lectures at foe 
country’s Islamic University of 
Imam Abdd-Qader in 1981 . 

Since 1987, he has been a regu- 
lar contributor toAl-Shaab news- 
paper, mouthpiece of foe Is- 
lamist-oriented Labour Party. 
“This is our religion” was the title 
of his column, which addressed 
controversial issues such as ho- 
mosexuality, relations between Is- 
lam and foe West and the wearing 
of foe veil in a simple — but not 
too simple — way. 

Despite his reputation as a lib- 
eral, he was nevertheless accused 
by leftist critics of being in- 
directly responsible for the as- 
sassination of secularist writer Fa- 
rag Foda. Before the author was 
gunned down outside his Nasr 
City home, El Ghazali had issued 
a fatwa [religious ruling] saying 
that foe kilting of apostates was 
sanctioned by Islam. He had also 
been quoted as accusing Foda of 
apostacy. 

Another verbal battle broke out 
in 1994 when ElGhazaii attacked 
AI-Ahali newspaper, mouthpiece 
of the leftist Tagammu Fatty, for 
publishing Naguib Mahfouz’s 
banned novel. Children of Ceb- 
elawi. Al-Ahali responded by ac- 
cusing El-Ghazali of encouraging 
terrorism. 

Earlier in his career, ElGhazaii 
had been a member of a force- 
man committee formed by foe 
late President Gama! Abdel- 
Nasser to assess the novel when it 
first appeared in 1956. The com- 
mittee condemned foe novel as 
“rep re senting an atheistic way of 
thinking”, because it allegedly 
contained personifications of God 
and the prophets. 

In 196S be was detained for a 
little under a year, accused of be- 
longing to foe outlawed Muslim 
Brotherhood. Bat El-Ghazali al- 
ways denied membership of foe 
group, insisting that be was mere- 
ly a •‘represe nt ative of Islam” He 
was a prolific writer on foe topic, 
with more than SO books to his 
cr e di t, including A Hundred 
Questions About Islam, Islam and 
the Economic Situation, Ob- 
stacles in the Path of Preaching, 
The Muslim, and The Battle of the 
Hofy Qur’an. 

ElGhazaii held the state partly 
responsible for die spread of ter- 
rorism because, in ms view, its 
schools failed to provide a re- 
ligious education that was bal- 
anced and objective. He advocat- 
ed dialogue as the best means of 
addressing the problem. 

He expressed strong opposition 
to foe International Conference 
on Population and Development 
(ICPD), held in Cairo, and to 
Beijing’s International Women's 
Conference. He himself attended 
many conferences on Islam and 
foe West in Europe and foe Unit- 
ed States, and helped in initiating 
a MusftmGhristian dialogue. In 
1992 he won foe state award for 
social sciences. 
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At a stormy General Assembly of the Press Syndicate, journalists were divided over the draft press- law: Hopes, fed been pinned on 
the new law, drafted to stem the controversy caused by Law 93 of 1995, which contains harsh penalties , for publication offences. But 
in the event, some journalists rejected the draft altogether, others demanded m^rff^tipns and additions. Shaden shehab attended 


Journalists debate 



draft 


The initial euphoria felt by many 
journalists at the completion of the 
draft press law drawn up to replace 
Law 93 of 1995 was short-lived. 
Journalists had hoped that the old 
law, which had raised storms of 
protest over its harsh penalties for 
publication offences, was finally be- 
ing laid to rest They were op- 
timistic that the new draft, prepared 
by a government-appointed com- 
mittee of journalists and legal ex- 
perts, would usher in a new era of 
press freedoms and strike a balance 

between media rights and obliga- 
tions. . 

But at an e xtr a or d ina ry General 
Assembly of foe Press Syndicate 
held on Sunday, journalists were 
uncertain that me new law would 
actually replace Law 93 because the 
draft, winch still needs parlia- 
mentary approval before being en- 
acted into law, did not explicitly 
stipulate that Law 93 was being 
abolished. 

With the syndicate’s downtown 
headquarters packed with hundreds 
of journalists, the Assembly was 
clearly divided. For some, the draft 
was a good compromise, provided 
♦h«t ce rtain modifications and addi- 


tions were made. Others described 
it as Law 93 in another guise and 
said it should be rejected altogether. 

The Assembly opened with a 
speech by Ibrahim Nafie, the syn- 
dicate’s chairman, who said foe 
draft was the fruit of arduous nego- 
tiations between foe government 
and foe syndicate, in which both 
sides bad made concessions, As 
several journalists shouted objec- 
tions, Nafie reiterated his approval 
of foe draft “My conscience is. 
dear,” he said, asserting that the 
proposed new law contained wide- 
ranging guarantees of journalists’ 
rights. 

However, Nafie was willing to 
concede that the draft was not ideal; 
instead he described it as providing 
“the maximum possible” fear jour- 
nalists, who bad bad to make only 
minor concessions. They had not 
sacrificed anything which would 
strike at foe heart of their vocation, 
he said. 

A member of the syndicate’s 
council, Raga’i El-Merghani, then 
read out suggested additions and 
nwriitiwainns which had been pre- 
pared on Saturday by a committee 
of journalists and legal experts. 


When foe flow was opened to 
speakers, Salhh Eissa, a leftist and a 
former member of foe syndicate’s 
council, declared his objection to 
the draft on foe grounds foot “it ig- 
nored our main objective, which is 
the repeal of Law 93”. The draft, he 
said, did not meet “a minimum of 
the journalists’ demands”. He urged 
fort it be rejected, as d that journal- 
ists, instead support another draft 
winch bad been prepared earlier by 
1 foe Press Syndicate. ELssa ahw Ob- 
jected to a provision in the draft 


syndicate members into custody 
while they are under investigation 
for publication offences on foe 
grounds thin, non-syndicate writers 
are excluded from the provision. Hie 
drew applause and cheers fiom 
some journalists when be suggested 
a foree-hour sit-in at foe syndicate 
on 17 March. 

Raising his voice to malm himself 
heard amidst applause, Nafie re- 
plied that tiie law was intended to 
regulate press affairs and could not 
possibly deal with those in other 
jobs or writers outside the Press 
Syndicate. Eissa retorted that jour- 
nalists “should not give in to just 


anything foal isproposed to foenf 7 . 

**We wfll not give m or make cour 
cessions regarding our rights ” re- 
plied an angry Nafie. ."Whoa this 
happens, 1 wifi resign as chairman 
of the syndicate.” 

Abdcl-Sattar El-Tawfla, 'a wri te r 
fix Pose H-Youssef magazine, 
praised President Hosm . Mubarak 
for showing "fleabSty*!: & was 
Mubarak, he said, who had given 
the green tight for the. 

provision inLaw 93 altowing pros- 
ecutors to take journalists into cus- 
tody while under investigation for 
publication offences. Tawfla also 
praised Nafie and foe syndicate’s 
council “because it was they who 
made many of the journalists’ gains 


To the surprise of many, Islamist 
writer Adel Hussein, whe^is known 
for his feay anti-gov ernment ar- 
ticles in AlrSkaab, took a moderate 
stand on the draft . While ac- 
knowledging tint it was not ide&l^ 
he desenbed fts provisions as “the 
maximum possible” journalists 
could expect, provided fort some 
additions and amendments were! 
made. . ' ~ 

Emphasising the necessity for foe 


journalists to irwimhmi their .united . 
stand, Hussein said: .‘‘What we have 
Achieved te because we presented a 
united front, in ' dwnapdipg our' 
rights"! He requested that another 
General Assembly be scheduled to 
discuss foe britcome of the syn- 
dicate's attempt to " ltrn d" ffa mod- 
ifications to foe . draft. ' 

Kamd Zotaeiri, a former chairman 
of foe tyxtdfcate and a member of 
foe * -committee that prepared foe 
draft,- took bis cue from Nafie and 
Hussein, describmg tte draft as pro- 
viding foe *hna Xa i nnm possible” 
provisions. He raid; that if foe -draft 
was rejected. Law 93 would remain 
m force, hanging **|flce a sword over 

bur necks”. 7" ••• ■/. ‘ 

Ayman NomC-a Wafifist journalist 
and member of parliament, said that 
journalists should not accept the 
minimum .the draft prepared by 
the gov e rnm ent committee -A but 
, should insist on the maximum — 
foe draft jwepsred by foe syndicate. 
Nou^ who had submitted foe syn- 
dicate's draft to the-People’s As- 
sembly, said the syndicate should 
act'to gain ^approval by pariia- . 
meat ... •'! “ y. 

OfoerKpeakeraotgected to a pro- 


vision in foe draft wbkfahdd the 


publication offences. Tins meant, 
they said, flat if be were ordered to 
pay a fine, it would have to crane 
from his own pocket 

At the end of the debate, foe ma- 
jority demanded that foe draft 
should be marked clearly as re- 
placing provisions dealing with 
press freedom and publication of 
fences which are con tain e d in sever- 
al laws, including the Penal Code, 
the Grinrioal Procedures Law and 
foe law regulating Press Syndicate 
activities. 

The Assembly then recessed for 
an hour to give foe syndicate' s 
council and journalists representing 
various trends time to prepare the 
resolutions. These included a de- 
cision that the Assembly would 
meet again on 7 April or cocc foe 
government submits the draft, in 
ns form, to parliament. 

After Nafie read out the resolu- 
tions, winch suggested various ad- 
ditions and modifications to the 
draft; the majority left contented. 
But. a - minority stayed behind, 
shouting slogans against the coun- 
cil and the draft 




Nafie gives the opening speech before hundreds of journalists at the syndicate’s headquarters during foe 10 March General Assembly 
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The 13-member Press Syndicate Council discusses the draft press law with jouruaSsts 


Kamel Zofaefri SsfcfoEfssa • Abdd-SattarTawfia Husseta Abdel-Razek 


The balance sheet 


Admitting the shortcomings of the draft press law, syndicate chairman Nafie told 
journalists that, under the cirramstances; ft was the best compromise possible 


In an opening address to foe 
General Assembly, Press 
Syndicate Chairman Ibrahim 
Nafie said the new draft in- 
cluded mutual concessions, 
made by both the syndicate 
and foe government, and was 
the fruit of arduous nego- 
tiations between foe two 
sides. “The draft is not ideal 
under any circumstances. It 
doesn’t meet all our demands 
and ambitions, but we’ve 
achieved the maximum pos- 
sible,” be said 

Three ex-chairmen of the 
syndicate — Hafez Mah- 
moud, Kamel Zuheiri and 
Makram Mohamed Ahmed 
— as well as six members of 
the syndicate’s council — 
had taken part in preparing 
the draft alongside him, Nafie 
said 

“The younger generation 
may believe fort senior jour- 
nalists have made real con- 
cessions in the process of ne- 
gotiation and it is inevitable 
that some of them may con- 
demn these concessions he 
said 

“We will have to accept 
any remarks in this con- 
nection patiently but these 
people should realise that life 


itself is foe fruit of nego- 
tiation, at all levels and that 
the essence of democracy is 
negotiation... Those who ig- 
nore the inevitability of nego- 
ha ting find OOlZipfOlIlislIlj 3TS 
shutting their eyes to foe 
complexities of foe situation 
and erroneously simplifying 
the political process as if it 
were one-dimensional, as if it 
moved in a single direction... 
The negotiations that pro- 
duced foe draft law nec- 
essarily included mutual con- 
cessions and this is foe 
essence of any negotiation, 
which we must acknowledge 
and deal with clearly, re- 
alistically and courageously.” 

However, despite foe con- 
cessions, Nafie said the draft 
had “realised enormous gains 
for the Egyptian press and 
will facilitate an enormous 
[press] revival in foe craning 
period” These gains, he said, 
included: 

— immunity from prosecu- 
tion for tire publication of 
news and information which 
a journalist believes to be au- 
thentic; assigning foe Press 
Syndicate the authority of 
talcing disc iplinary action 
against journalists. 


— sanctioning foe right of 
journalists, without dis- 
crimination, access to in- 
formation and official docu- 
ments; punishing those 
[officials] who unjustifiably 
obstruct the journalists’ ex- 
ercise of this right as well as 
those who attack journalists 
whether by word or actum. 

— drawing a clear-cut dis- 
tinction between news and 
advertising and providing 
guarantees that the impartial- 
ity of the press will not be 
compromised by advertising 

— prohibiting prosecutors 
from taking journalists into 
custody during foe in- 
vestigation of publication of- 
fences; reducing prison sen- 
tences for publication 
offences. 

— providing strong guar- 
antees that prosec u tors will 
not abuse their power of in- 
terrogating, or taking legal 
action against, journalists. 

— affirming the rational 
character of foe stale-owned 
newspapers as a forum for a 
free, national dialogue be- 
tween all views, trends and 
forces in society. 

On foe other hand, Nafie 
said, there woe some im- 


portant demands which re- 
mained unmet: 

— restrictions on the pub- 
lication of new newspapers 
were not eased. 

— prison sentences for pub- 
lication offences, although 
greatly reduced, were not 
abolished altogether. 

— in cases of libel, a jour- 
nalist continues to be held re- 
sponsible for proving fix: au- 
thenticity of tire information 
which he has published, 
while in many other countries 
the plaintiff has to prove that 
tire information is fata* This 
could put enormous pressures 
on the journalist and force 
him to reveal his sources — a 
practice that is unacceptable 
in a democracy. 

The importance of these re- 
maining demands should not 
be minimised, Nafie said. 

“Although we have not suc- 
ceeded in realising these de- 
mands at tins stage, there is 
nothing to prevent us fiom 
working actively to achieve 
them at a later stage. In fee t, 
we should con tinu e the strug- 
gle to achieve these de- 


In Nafie’s view, the draft 
“Strikes a new and delicate 


balance between conflicting 
interests related to freedom of 
expression. Although it pro- 
vides stronger guarantees for 
freedom of expression, it also 
provides stronger guarantees 
for privacy and honour in foe 
face of libel and press accusa- 
tions. It does art deity foe - 
press.- the right to criticise 
public officials, . including 
their private actions if they 
are strongly related to their 
public work. On foe other 
hand, foe press has a greater 
commitment to ascstaioiog- 
tire authenticity of an accusa- 
tion and is held responsible 
for proving its authenticity..- 
‘This delicate balance does 
not mean that one side 
emerged a winner and tire 
other a loser. We were not in, 
a boxing arena. We were , 
looking for a way out of 
problems and complexities 
which affected all parties in- 
volved. This balance may 
have tilted to one side here 
and to tire other side there: 
But, fo all cases, it does not ■■ 
re pr e s ent a balance of ibices 
bet w een a victor and a van- 
quished. It represaits ne- 
cessities and considerations 
which are all valid at the 


pteseteitiomeat. although they 
. majr change at a later stage.” 
The Press Syndicate, Nafie 
said, , was using “all methods 
of peaceful union action” in its 
con tinui ng struggle. “But it is 
not realty to commit suicide 
Ity involving, itself in an un- 
justifiable clash with society 
or foe state..- We have strug- 


gled with all our. strength, but 
without surrendering to the 
temptation to clash or use vi- 
olence, which would be bound 
to desfroy the banners of free- 
dom. We have also mamtpined 
our _ unity, without com- 
promising the right of every 
nxtiyidual to express bis views 
and to particroate.” 


EGYPTIAN ELECmCTTY AUTHORITY 
; NascrCfty, Abbassia/Cairo, Egypt 
Ayoun Mo ossa Power Station Project * 
2 x 320 MW 
Adjudication No. 164/95 
YARDTANKS 

Postponement of the Bid opening Date ‘ 


Farther to a/m adjudefation, EEA 
announces for interested tenderers that the 
opening date of tenders is postponed fo be 
ftpril 18, 1996 instead of March 16, 1996^ 


‘Legitimate demands’ 


OPPORTUNITY 


The Assembly decided to meet again in ex- 
traordinary session on 7 April, or as soon as the gov- 
ernment submits the draft law, in its final form, to 


In a statement issued after foe Assembly, journal- 
ists said they had taken stock of the various views, 
had considered the draft's positive aspects as well as 
its shortcomings, such as its failure to meet journal- 
ists’ demand to have Law 93 of 1995 annulled. 

The fact fort the draft did not include an explicit 
provision abolishing Law 93 was a basic short- 
craning which placed journalists at the mercy of con- 
flicting legal in terpreta ti ons, foe statement said. The 
Assembly also lamented the feet fort some of Law 
93’s harsh penalties had been retained in the new 
draft. 

Consequently, the Assembly said that basic mod- 
ifications should be introduced to foe draft. Under 
the suggested new provisions: 

— Law 93 of 1995 as well as the Press Authority 
Law 148 for 1980, would be repealed. 

— all investigations and court bearings currently 
being conducted in accordance with Law 93 would 


be halted. 

— all provisions requiring im prisonm ent for those 
found guilty of publication offences, would be abol- 
ished. 

— journalists could not be a rre s ted because of 
their work and should not be questioned, or their 
homes and offices searched, because of a pub licatio n 
offence, except in foe presence of a member of foe 
prosecution authorities. 

— foe Press Syndicate would have tire absolute 
prerogative to trice disciplinary action against any of 
its members, as well as the exclusive authority to 
prepare a press code of ethics. 

— foe publication of a new spap er could not be 
suspended, nor its licence revoked, because the re- 
sulting damage would not be confined to tire pub- 
lisher, but would also affect the workers and reduce 
society's access to information. 

— tire majority of members of die boards of di- 
rectors and general assemblies of the national press 
organisations mast be elected 

— foe private lives of citizens should not be in- 
vestigated with the intention of causing dsesge. The 


private lives of public officials could be in- 
vestigated, as long as the investigation aimed at. 
serving tire public interest 

The Assembly said that meeting these 'legitimate 
demands” was a precondition for its approval of the 
draft, and affirmed that its opposition to Law 93 was 
not merely an “outburst of fury” but a legitimate 
defence of tire profession of journalism, as well as 
the present and fixture of journalists”. ft added: - 
“Egyptian journalists, who have teamed to remain 
steadfesi and put up with theappBeafioo of Law 93 
against dozens of their colleagues in order to reach, 
their target by means of a responsible national di- 
alogue, affirm their intention- to continue ^atong the 
same path.” 

Consequently, foe Assembly commissioned tire 
Press Syndicate’s Council to resume the “dtaJogue 
and negotiations” with foe concerned authorities. 
The council was also charged with keeping syn- 
dicate members informed of developments. ^ 
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A» officials negotiation s on the Egypt — EU partnership agreement continue, exports on both sides remain locked in debate 

Woilting partnership Italy as go-between 


Export-oriented direct foreign investment will counteract the pre 
Egypt-EU partnership jitters, writes Nhreen Wahish 


Italy promotes itself as the key player in the Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership zone, writes Gama! Nkrumah 


B oosting exports and attracting direct foreign in- greater direct foreign investment. She explained that in 
vestments topped the list of remedies prescribed the past most foreign manufacturers boffl- 

last week at a workshop or ganised by die United ■ nesses in Egypt to substitute inmort needs. However. 


B oosting exports and attracting direct foreign in- 
vestments topped the list of remedies prescribed 
last week at a workshop organised by die United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) if Egypt is to withstand tough competition 
once its partnership agreement with the European Union 
(EU) goes into effect 

Leading Egyptian and European experts and officials 
met at the three-day workshop to discuss Egypt’s trade 
opportunities under the new EU Mediterranean policy 
and the World Trade Organisation (WTO) regulations. 

According to Ambassador Gamal Bayoumi, head of 
the Egypt-EU Partnership' Unit at the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry, and head of the Egyptian negotiating team to 
the partnership talks, foe agreement encompasses more 
than just trade. But “since trade affects our day-to-day 
life, it attracts the most att en tion," added Bayoumi. 

Although die workshop was intended to specifically 
address the implications for Egypt of - the EU- 
Medjtearraueari policy and the WTO trade Laws, dis- 
cussions essentially focused on the impact of the pro- 
posed partnership agreement, 

Stefimo Inaraa, coor dina tor of the UNCTAD project 
on technical and 'reonoadc cooperation in the Med- 
iterranean region, said that the objective of the creation 
of bilateral fine trade areas in the Mediterranean will be 
“in tine with WTO rules". 

Following the implementation of the' partnership 
agreement, Egypt’s relationship with the European Un- 

Im. i. .. J . 1 .^. - : : 


nesses in Egypt to substitute inmort needs. However, 
she added that today this practice must change and in- 
vestors should be encouraged to build industries to ex- 
port to Europe and the whole region. 

"We must make It more profitable for European 
firms to invest in Egypt with the aim of exporting to the 
EU and the region, instead of simply exporting to 
Egypt," stressed Handoussa. She also called upon 
Egyptian businessmen to become more aggressive in 


H ow do we ensure that meet- 
ings between European Un- 
ion officials and their Arab 
counterparts do not end up 
sounding tike baring monologues? 
North African and Arab countries 

are more often than not in competi- 
tion with one another. They do not 
act tike a team, even though they say 
publicly dial they are a group. Per- 
haps if businessmen, mq*tad of bu- 
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fered an unbalanced proposal". 

He explained that Egypt’s readiness to open its market 
to European mdustrifllfTOdiKts must be reciprocated by 
the EU’s readiness to open its markets to Egyptian ag- 
ricultural products and agricultural processed goods. 

In the meantime, tine EU’s financial assistance is re- 
quired to revamp certain industries and enable them to 
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Under the Egypt-EU bilateral agreement, a free trade 
area, between the two parties will be established by the 
year 2010. This implies tint Egyptian industrial goods 
will gam unfintited access to Europe and vice versa. 
However, agrfcriftural prodnets and proceed foods will 
not receive equal treatment since the EU’s C ommon 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) excludes the liberalisation of 
agricultural products. 

In this context, Gouda Abdel-Khaldc; professor of ec- 
onomics at Cairo University, protested that “the basic, 
requirements of free trade arc not respected at all indie 
agreement" He pointed pul that processed agricultural 
products should be treated as industrial products. 

He noted that processed agricultural goods are clas- 
sified as mamrfactured goods under the United Nations'’ 
Standard International Trade Classification (STTQ. Ab- 
del-Khaki, therefore, called on the EU to apply foe 
same classification. ' 

Another controversial issue is foe extent and pace: at 
which Egyptian markets will he open to Europem prod- 
ucts. Lorenza Jadtia, UNCTAD associate expat, said, 
“C omp etit i on from EUraodBcmwiUrio doubt increase 
foe pressure on local industrial producers." In ftotmaiiy 
producers might be forced to dose down due to their in- 
abiHty to compete with European producers. However 
she added, “the format of the agreement provides for 
long-term transitional? mechanisms and tighter safe- 
guards." 

To offset ,t^ -sgigggj ^ 

Heba todoBS^- S ge to r of fee Economic Research 
Forum, suggested tbat-Egypt capitalise on foe unlimited 
access ofits goods info European markets. 

Handoussa said that to guarantee foe partnership's 
success, Egypt needs to “rapidly increase its exports". ' 
She added that by boosting exports, the government will 
be able to achieve foe prelected industrial growth rate of r 
10 to 12 per cent 

In addition to export promotion, Handoussa called for - 



tapping foe European market and in seeking European 
partners. 

Handoussa dismissed fears that Egyptian industries 
will be overpowered by foe Europeans. “The weak in- 
dustries are a minority within the country’s total in- 
dustrial infrastructure," she noted. Handoussa said that 
strong industries in Egypt, such as foe steeL, textiles, 
fertilisers and chemical industries, could withstand EU 
competition provided they are restructured. She also 
recommended that “foe sooner small industries con- 
front foe test of competition, the better, since they are 
mostly assembly industries." 

_ Handoussa pointed out that the export infrastructure, 
which includes ports, shipping, and transportation, 
must be improved and should offer competitive rates. 

. Other participants supported Handoussa’s rec- 
ommendations, adding that a bloated bureaucracy and 
cumbersome ted tape should also be eliminated. An 
overall restructuring of the taxation, judicial and leg- 
islative systems are necessary measures to encourage 
trade and investment 

■ Negotiations about the. Egypt-EU partner ship agrees 
matt have sofer gone through five rounds. According 
to Bayoumi, 60 per cent of the articles of the agreement 
havetdready been approved. Die remaining AO per cent 
are foe most controversial since they refer to foe liber- 
alisation of trade, agriculture and financing. There are 
other outstanding issues, namely, foe rules of origin 
and competition, standardisation and intellectual prop- 
erty rights. The criteria for foe governing of these is- 
sues are yet to be agreed upon. 


ahead of Barcelona- like meetings, 
foe amount of time wasted when 
ministers are busy reporting back 
would be drastically reduced. 

Last week, die Bank of Italy 
warned that Italy’s economic growth 
in 1996 will be closer to two per cent 
than to the three per cent forecast in 
foe previous year. Italy risk s fading 
foe criteria for joining foe proposed 
angle European currency. Un- 
employment is running at around 12 
per cent of die Italian labour force 
and, at 5 2 per cent, foe Italian in- 
flation rate remains higher than die 
European avoage. However, look- 
ing on the brighter side, for foe first 
time in the country's history Italy’s 
national debt has stabilised as a pro- 
portion of foe country's gross do- 
mestic product (GDP). But die debt 
is still above 12pper.Qentof.GDP— 
a ratio' stipukgaTas a must for satis- 
fying the Maastricht criterion for 
joining die single European cur- 
rency. So why is it very profitable to 
do business with Italy? 

Italy is Egypt’s second largest trad- 
ing partner after the United States. 
Yet Italy is not a country that comes 
readily to mind when one thinks of 
trading relationships today — even 


though it was foe hob of East-West 
trade in ancient and medieval times. 
“Italy is a country of small and me- 
dium-sized businesses. And a key re- 
quirement for Arab exporters to Italy 
is to develop and maintain sound 
trading relationships with them," ex- 
plained Italian Ambassador to Egypt 
Francesco Aloisi De LardereL, in an 
interview with Al-Ahram Weekly. 

What fectors should Arab export- 
ers bear in mind when dealing with 
Italy? Competition among traders in 
Italy is cut-foroat The key Italian 
tmpoTT remains petroleum, and foe 

1986 oil price crash stimulated a 
steady flow of Italian oil imports 
during the last decade. Arab imports 
cover the entire spectrum of Italian 
goods and services. 

“Intimate personal relationships, 
rather than impersonal institutional 
contacts, are die key to doing busi- 
ness in both Italy and foe Arab 
world. It is for this reason that Italy 
is often cited by Arab businessmen 
as foe Eraopean country in which it 
is easiest to do business,” De Larde- 
rel stressed. De Larderel, a career 
diplomat who served in Canada and 
Cuba among other countries, has a 
special interest in economic coop- 
eration projects between Italy and 
foe Third World. He was bead oftire 
De part ment of Cooperation and De- 
velopment dealing with Italy's aid to 
foe Third World before he came to 
Cairo. 

So what are the major Italian de- 
velopment projects in Egypt today? 
“Italian technical cooperation in 
Egypt is concentrated in certain sec- 
tors such as power generation, ag- 
riculture and irrigation, health, pro- 
fessional training, environmental 
projects and foe restoration of an- 
cient monuments," De Larderel said. 
“Italians do not always blow their 
own trumpet," De Larderel added. 
Italy was responsible for funding foe 
second biggest construction on the 
river Nile, foe new $185 million 
Esna barrage in Upper Egypt. “The 
hi-tech lock, operated by computer 
with state-of-the-art Italian hydraul- 
ic systems, facilitates foe passage of 
two large ships at the game go, in foe 
space of 25 minutes.” be explained. 

Europe’s Common Agricultural 
Policy had in the past stopped a wide 
variety of North African fruit and 
vegetables from reaching European 
markets — a bone of contention be- 
tween foe northern and southern 
shoes of the Mediterranean. The 
same goes for North African exports 
of textiles and clothing to EU mem- 
ber-states. 

While in 1995, Italian imports 
'"from Egypt increased by five -per- 
cent over foe previous year, Italian 
exports to Egypt jumped by 7.8 per 
cenL Italy imports petroleum, veg- 
etable oils, textiles and cotton from 
Egypt while it exports both electrical 
and non-electrical machinery, en- 
gineering products, cars, iron and 
steel, plastic and chemical products 
from Egypt 


There arc between 4,000 and 4,500 
Italians resident in Egypt today, a 

simi lar number in Tunisia and slight* 

ly more in Morocco. Some of Italy’s 
southern Mediterranean trading part- 
ners have serious social problems 
which verge on political instability. 
Such unrest is of grave concern to 
foe I talians. The feet that repre- 
sentatives of Algeria’s opposition 
parties met in Rome a year ago to 
draft what they termed a National 
Charter is telling enough. While foe 

I talian government had nothing to do 
whfa tire meeting per se , tire Rome- 
based Catholic Stint lgideo Society 
facilitated and organised the meet- 
ing. 

Politics and commerce are in- 
extricably intertwined. Italian For- 
eign Minister Susanna Agnelli, in 
Cairo this week as bead of the troika 
of foreign ministers from Ireland, 
Spain ami Italy, said dial European 
foreign ministers meeting in Sicily 
this week decided to dispatch a high- 
powered European delegation to Lib- 
ya, Syria, Iraq and Iran to persuade 
those states that it is in their econom- 
ic interests to cooperate more closely 
with the EU. The EU has came under 
intense pressure to halt its policy of 
“critical dialogue" with Iran. Israel 
and foe United states are pressing the 
EU to get tougher on Iran, Iraq and 
Libya. 

Energy-deficient Italy is foe Eu- 
ropean country most affected by the 
political and economic ups and 
downs of its energy-rich neighbours 
to the south. A new trading bloc is in 
the making. Italy played a pioneering 
role in foe EU’s Mediterranean in- 
itiative. Italy has been advocating for 
years the creation of a European- 
Medtten an ean Agreement. “We've 
never believed in fortress Europe. 
We’ve been traditional supporters of 
free trade." De Larderel said. 

The Euro-Med partnership was 
launched by tire EU, 11 southern 
Mediterranean states and foe Pal- 
estine National Authority in Bar- 
celona last November. Later this 
month, an intergovernmental confer- 
ence will be formally launched by 
European leaders at a summit meet- 
ing in foe northern Italian city of Tu- 
rin, underpinning the Italian pres- 
idency of the EU. The meeting is 
designed to reform and streamline 
European decision-making. It is 
hoped in tire Arab world that tire 
Euro-Med partnership will not be 
overlooked. 

The accords signed between tire 
EU, on the one b and and Tunisia 
and Morocco, on tire other, last year 
. . are to berep Heated in 1996 by a sim- 
- ilar association agreement with 
Egypt Italy has for at least a mil- 
lennium or two made its geo- 
graphical proximity to lire North Af- 
rican markets a cornerstone of its 
export drive. The southern shores of 
the Mediterranean have also tradi- 
tionally been important sources of 
Italy’s imports. In a nutshell, Italy is 
a natural trading partner of foe North 
African region. 
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CIB on NYSE 

PLANNING is coder way for 
the listing of some of the 
Commercial Tniariutf i on^l 
Bank’s (CIB) shares on tire 
New Yak Stock Exchange 
later tins year .by issuing Gk> 

- bal Depository Koreipfs 
(GDR). Should this venture 

- riicceed, CEB will become tire 
’-■first Egyptian company to 

trade its shares cm the global 
market 

-■ The size of the GDR issue 
-' ■is expected to range between 
-''15-20 per coat of tire bank’s 
shareholder equity, which 

- ..sto od at ' LE980 . Trillion in 

June 1995. The GDR will ei- 
ther involve raising new cap- 
ital, selling some of foe Na- 
tional Bank of Egypt’s (NBE) 
stock in CIB or a combina- 
tion of foe two. The NBE 
holds 42 per cent of tire 
CEB’s shares while tire Inter- 
national Finance Corporation 
(IFC) controls five per pern. 
The remaining percentage is 
owned by tank employees, 
Egyptian and foreign in- 
vestors. The announcement 
abort fire GDR issue is 

'scheduled lobe made in mid- 
March and will make tire 
hank tire third Middle Easton 
institution to issue GDR&. In 
October 1995, . Lebanon’s 
Banque Audi launched a 

r-tGDR issue which raised $34 

- Wflfon- Banqoe Marocaine 
iz dn Commerce Extericur is 

‘also p lanning a GDR issue in 
March that should generate 
about $50 million. 

Funds raised by a GDR is- 
sue are deposited' with an in- 
ternational hank, while tire re- 
ceipts are traded an an 
international exchange mar- 
ket and, as a result, are con- 
sidered more attractive to foe 
foreign investor than inr 
vesting directly into regional 
markets. Dealing and settle- 
ment procedures are also sim- 
pler since they are listed on 
more liquid markets. _ 
ere is considered to be 
Egypt’s top perforating bank 
since- its shares were placed 
for public subscription in 
1993 . Over foe last two yearn, 
dre value of its stores has in- 
creased almost three-fold, ris- 
ing from the initial price of 
LE260 to LE6U to March 
1995. The bank reported un- 
audited net profits of LE218 
million for 1995 compared, to 
LE205inl994. 


A financial cooperation agreement signed 
last Ortobcr between Egypt and Germany 
provided for a DM115 million loan (ap- 
proximately LE265 million) for repairs and 
maintenance of foe Nagaa Hamwdi barrages 
in Upper Egypt and the construction of a 
windmill at Zaafarana an the Red Sea coast 
for generating electricity. The agreement also 
included a DM56 million grant (LEI 30 mil- 
lion) to establish an environmental protection 
fend and a number of elementary schools. 

■ Members of the People’s Assembly’s Ec- 
onomic Committee, after studying the agree- 
ment, expressed their enthusiasm for it, say- 
ing that it should be instrumental in 
combating industrial pollution in tire Nile, in 
cleaning up the supply of drinking water in 
Egypt and protecting other water resources. 
The terms of the loan, they said, woe also 

Market Report 


German aid debated 

Although widely lauded by the People’s Assembly’s economic committee, the terms of a 
German-Egyptian agreement raised some controversy. Gamal Essam El-Din reports 


Egypt-^-IM! 

negotiation 

continue 

An IMF team in Cai 
last week for talks wi 
the government said 
would return to Egypt is 
er this month for furthi 
negotiations over tf 
second phase of the & 
onomic reform pre 
gramme. Ghada 
Ragab reports 


Egypt and foe International Mo 
clary Fund have yet to reach ; 
agreement that would represent : 
IMF seal of approval on Egypt 
economic reform policies ai 
would enable Egypt to obtain a 3 
billion debt write-off under a 19? 
agreement with the Paris Club < 
creditor nations. 

The two sides are working on 
draft programme that would pn 
long the Extended Fund Facilit 
agreement, signed in 1993 whic 
provides IMF support to the Egyj 
dan reform programme. The ou 
come of these talks would be sut 
ject to the approval of the IM 
Board of Directors. 

Disagreement between the tw 
sides over the IMF claims that fo 
Egyptian pound’s exchange rat 
was overvalued stalled talks be 
tween the two sides for about tw> 
years. However, an IMF routin 
assessment of the economy las 
September found signs ofecoaom 
ic recovery in increasing growtl 
rates and exports. 

The IMF executive board tiwi 
urged the IMF staff and the gov 
eminent to resume talks. Egyptiai 
elections at the end of last yeai 
and last January further delayer 
foe talks, but the two sides say tha 
negotiations are now well on theii 
way. 

Refuting claims that there are 
any major problems marri ng foe 
negotiations Minister of State 
Youssef Boutros Ghali told Al- 
Ahram Weekly foe talks were tak- 
ing their normal course. 

These talks, when they deal 
with structural issues of this mag- 
nitude, just take time,” Ghali said. 
“It is a very laborious process. It is 
a document that is quite detailed." 

The Egyptian government is 
keeping tire lid on tire ongoing ne- 
gotiations, attributing tiiis ret- 
icence to the difficulty of for- 
mulating a comprehensive 
technical programme amid a pub- 
lic debate on every detail of foe 
talks. 

Next week; Al-Ahram 
Weekly will publish a 
comprehensive inter- 
view with Minister of 
State Youssef Boutros 
Ghali on the achieve- 
ments of the economic 
re f orm programme and 
the cha Benges ahead. 


quite acceptable. The loan is to be paid back 
over 40 years, with a 10 year grace period 
and an interest rate as low as 0.75 per cent 
Other MPs, however, were not so en- 
thusiastic. Arguing that the agreement gives 
foe German side foe upper hand, these MPs, 
the majority of whom were businessmen, ex- 
plained that it provided Germany with a 
means of converting the grant into a loan, 
and would subject the terms of both the loan 
and the grant to German laws, even if these 
are in conflict with Egyptian laws. The MPs 
also criticised the fact that feasibility studies 


for the projects funded by the agreement 
were not conducted. 

The problem with German aid to Egypt, in 
particular, said Talaat Mustafa, an MP and 
businessman from Alexandria, and European 
aid in general, is that it mainly serves the ec- 
onomic in terest s of donor countries. 

“We all know that European countries use 
these grants and loans to support their econ- 
omies by helping their load companies to 
sell their products and market their commod- 
ities." said Mustafa. Egypt, he emphasised, 
as a large consumer market, is deemed ideal 


by German and European suppliers. 

Following long discussions, it transpired 
that the Assembly had already approved, in 
foe past, many such agreements with Eu- 
ropean countries undo 1 similar terms, 

Ahmed Abu Ismail, a former finance min- 
ister, and Mustafa, both criticised item 4 of 
article 2 which stated that part of the environ- 
mental grant will be earmarked for raising 
tire standard of Irving of lower-income 
households. Mustafa said that tins means tire 
Egyptian government could use some of the 
grant money to cover the deficit in some sec- 


tors, or to give a “masked" subsidy to mem- 
bers of some lower-income brackets in the 
form of subsidised commodities instead of 
using tire money for environmental pro- 
tection. 

Abu Ismail added that the absence of a fea- 
sibility study for foe suggested projects could 
also allow that grant money to be used for 
other purposes. He stated foot since tire grant 
is called a “financial contribution” in the 
agreement rather than a “grant", there is tire 
possibility that the grants could be changed 
into loans. 

However, a representative from the Min- 
istry of Economy (MOE) said that a number 
of meetings were held between the Egyptian 
and Gemian sides, resulting in agreement on 
the number of projects and the amount of 
money to be allocated to each of them. 


Variable GMI 



ONCE again, the General Market Index de- 
clined, falling to 203.97 points for the week end- 
ing 7 March. The volume of transactions, how- 
ever, increased by 12 per cent over foe previous 

week’s level to stabil- 

ise at LB40. 16 million. 

The index for foe 205 

manufacturing sector 
also declined, Ming 
by 0.87 points fo close 
at 266.65 as many of onj 
foe sector’s companies m 
witnessed a decline in 
their store value. The 
Paints and Chemicals 
Industries Company's 203 
shares lost UQ3 to level 
off at LE727, while 
those of foe Alexandria 
Pharmaceuticals and m 
C hemical Industries “*■ 

Company lost LE1.9 
per store to close at 
LE75. Shares of tire 
Eastern Tobacco Com- 201 
pany also fell in value, 
drofinmg by LE12 to 
close at LE39J5. It 
was, however, foe-. ™ 

Egypt Iron and Steel A* 

Comoanv which suf- 

feTS greatest loss SUN3I3 MON 4/3 

in terms of percentage. : 

Falling, by 9.09 per 

cent, the company’s shares closed atXE2. 

Other manufacturing sector companies, how- 
ever, found their way m foe winner's circle. For 
the second consecutive week, die Family Foods 
Company’s stores gained LE15 to dose j.at 



LE220, while those of the United Arab for Spin- 
ning and Weaving Company gained LE0.74 to 
level off* at LE37. Shares of the Egypt Soft 
Drinks and Food Preservation Company (Mis- 

roob) and the Extracted 

- Oils Company gained 
LEO 5 each to close at 
LE29 and LE 393 re- 
spectively. 

Financial sector com- 
panies, an foe whole, 
did not perform so welL 
Tbe share value of the 
Misr Exterior Bank de- 
creased by LE25 to 
dose at LE480 per 
share, while those of the 
Commercial Inter- 
national Bank (CIB) 
lost LE9 to close at 
LE466. 

Breaking from foe 
pack was foe Gulf for 
Arab Investments Com- 
pany which captured 
tire lion’s share of foe 
trading action. But 
while 1.03 milli on of its 
shares changed hands, 
accounting for 64.7S 
r „ per cent of total market ; 

,513 WED6B THU 7/3 activity, it’s shares lost : 

- — ““ — LE0.14 to dose at LEI 

per share: 

In all, foe share vahie of 20 companies in- 
creased, 31 decreased and 27 remained un- 
changed. 

Edited by Ghada Ragab 
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Africa 


World Bank’s 
African agenda 

By Tetteh Hormeku-Ajel 


ver the past two yean, [he World Bank ( WB) has 
creasingly come under fire for its unilateral im- 
c >sition of a neo-liberal economic agenda that has 
n suited in widespread job losses, the gradual dis- 
+■ antlement of the welfare state and the im- 
*' Jverishraent of the middle and working classes. 
‘Jhis holds especially true for Africa where the 
■..ink’s structural adjustment programmes (SAPs) 
‘ ive failed to significantly increase economic 
Growth and improve standards of living. In order to 
-vert further criticisms and allegedly broaden the 
scision-making process, the WB outlined the Af- 
"ca Region Participation Plan with the specific ob- 
rctive of making participation a key factor in tut- 
orial policy formulation. 

There is a little story in the annals of the bank’s 
~istory which sheds light on this. In its paper, 77>e 
Vorld Bank and Participation, the bank approv- 
‘‘igly cited participation by the representative 
r 'vork-place and community-based Ghanaian Com- 
-'‘iittees for the Defence of the Revolution. The 
'I ommittees participated in workshops on struc- 
tural adjustment in the 1 980s, which the paper con- 
sidered one of the innovative means by which the 
ihanaian government achieved the broad ac- 
ceptance of SAPs. 

Yet in WB documents relating to Ghana in the 
■ leriod from the early to mid-’80s, there was a con- 
' istent and strident opposition to these committees, 
"rhe WB saw the activities by which these com- 
' nittees, especially the factory-based ones, at- 
tempted to acquire an effective say in the man- 
agement of factories as a deterrent to private 
Enterprise and foreign investment and, therefore, 
o economic sense. 

Those who know suggest that the WB’s later ap- 
proval of these committees arose not from a con- 
'version of faith, but because the committees were 
'Stripped of their functions as vehicles of workers' 
Participation in factory management. The com- 
mittees were thereby reconciled with the bank's 
preference for a particular form of national ec- 
onomic management 

' One concern above all else drives the WB’s in- 
terest in participation: the performance of its loans, 
dial is the need in its own words, “to ensure that 
tank-supported policies and projects perform well 
on the basis of strengthened commitment and 
‘broad-based ownership". 

’ The bank defines participation as a “process 
'through which stakeholders influence and share 
‘control over development initiatives, and the de- 
cisions and resources which affect them". Who are 
the stakeholders and how do they “participate"? 
The primary stakeholders are governments be- 
cause they are WB shareholders, its principal cli- 
ents, the ones responsible for repaying loans and 
the “ultimate decision-makers for the policies for 
which bank assistance is sought". 

At the other end of the spectrum of stakeholders 
are the poor, according to the bank's proclaimed 
objective “of helping the poor”. Between these 
two, that is government and the poor, the bank in- 
cludes as other stakeholders those directly or in- 
directly affected by specific policies. The most 
powerful stakeholder of all is, of course, the bank: 
it has the power to withhold loans, determine its 
disbursements and decide on the relevance of par- 
ticipants. 

Among the identified stakeholders only the bank 
and the governments remain constant. The rest 
even the poor, are determined by their relevance to 
the situation and type of activity to be supported 
by the bank. Participants must have a direct or in- 
direct stake in an operation supported by the WB. 

A flavour of the problems posed here is given by 
the process of the planned privatisation of tele- 
communications in Ghana. As listed in the Africa 
Regional Action Plan, participation in this was 
achieved through two workshops. When I went to 
see the state official in charge of the workshops, I 
asked whether there were any consumers at the 
workshop. He said no, and tins confused me be- 
cause the plan said yes. But be insisted, and pro- 
ceeded to justify that they were not necessary. 
Needless to say, I left more confused. Now if 
there was disagreement among the workshop own- 
ers as to die relevance of consumers in general, 
you can imagine what happened to foe poor. 

For foe poor and the marginalised, this approach 
to defining stakeholders and their participation has 
a devastating effect on the quality of their par- 
ticipation. The fact that their right to participate is 
determined by their relevance to the project also 
means that only specific groups of them will at any 
given time be involved in participation. 

The irony is that the bank also wants to ensure 
that elites do not capture participation away from 
foe direct stakeholders, especially foe poor and 
vulnerable who are excluded from the develop- 
ment process precisely because of their lack of ac- 
cess to the various infrastructures of power. But by 
fragmenting foe organisation of foe poor, the bank 
undermines foe only strength they have to counter 
the power of networking which the elites possess 
because of their access to that infrastructure. 

The bank justifies the disempowering logic of its 
approach to participation with a curious inter- 
pretation of its own charter. According to the 
bank's document on participation, it cannot at- 
tempt to “directly increase foe political influence 
of the poor”. Why? Because its charter prevents it 
from intervening in the political system of its 
client states. 

This is curious because it undermines the bank's 
own concern with loan quality. For if foe bank ad- 
mits dial broad stakeholder participation is a pre- 
condition for loan performance, then nothing pre- 
vents it from withholding loans from a dictator. 
However, withholding loans from a government so 
as to force it to change its policy framework is 
surely intervention in the political system of the 
country. 

Beyond the subtleties of political “inter- 
ventionism", the bank lists a wide range of activ- 
ities as targets for mainstreaming participation in 
the Africa Region Participation Plan. These in- 
clude public expenditure reviews, participatory 
poverty assessments and participatory formulation 
of the Country Assistance Strategies. 

One striking feature of all these activities is that 
despite serious differences in quality across de- 
partments, all of them qualify as participatory. So 
one department confidently enthused that the par- 
ticipation culture was fully engrained in people's 
minds. Perhaps it overlooked the fact that a huge 
number of planned and completed activities in- 
volved only workshops, seminars, presentations 
and briefing papers. 

All these activities simply provided information. 
The ultimate effect of tins flurry of activities is to 
reduce participation to box ticking on a scoring 
card. 

The political fragmentation of labour and the re- 
duction of participation to paper work illustrate foe 
bank's modus operandi where policies decided 
from above are implemented and facilitated below, 
a throwback to foe classic top-down approach. To 
correct this, foe WB must open its programmes 
and processes to participation by all people in their 
capacity as citizens, six! not as stakeholders ul- 
timately determined by the bank. 

The writer is a Ghanaian lawyer with the African 
Secretariat of the Third World Network. 


The smile on a child’s 


“We will work together so that we can 
bring back the smile on a child's face," 
affirmed outgoing World Bank fWBj 
vice-president for the African region, 
Kim Joycox, kicking off the Third Af- 
rican NGG-WB Consultation Workshop 
held in Accra, Ghana, between 26 and 
29 February. 

Organised by the Integrated Social De- 
velopment Centre in collaboration with 
the Ethiopian-based Inter-African 
Group, foe meeting gathered repre- 
sentatives of 30 African and inter- 
national non-governmental organ- 
isations. Also present was a high-level 
WB delegation including Ravi Kan bur, 
the chief economist for Africa, and Dun- 
stan Wai, a senior policy advisor at the 
bank. Representatives of foe Ghanaian 
government included Helen Allotey, 
senior economics officer at the Minisoy 
of Finance, and D S Boa tens, minister 
for employment and social welfare. 

Id foe workshop, NGOs demanded that 
the Country Assistance Strategies (CAS) 
— a model outlining the bank's develop- 
ment plans — be made accessible to the 
NGOs and their grassroots con- 
stituencies. “Many NGOs are interested 
in reforming foe CAS to be a document 
that reflects viewpoints broader than 
simply those of foe bank and to some ex- 
tent governments in terms of a country’s 
needs and priorities," reported foe Gha- 
naian weekly Public Agenda. 

At the workshop, discussions dealt 
with the necessity for NGOs to par- 
ticipate in the decision-making process 
since they represent foe interests of the 
poor, whose livelihood is dramatically 
affected by WB policies. “In most cases, 
decisions about development are made 
by people sitting in board rooms, to 
whom these questions are essentially the- 
oretical and have no immediate impact 
on their daily survival," said Horst 
Kleinschmidt, deputy director of the 
South African-based Kagiso Trust. “Poor 
people should cease to be objects of de- 
velopment and be recognised as having 
the most intimate knowledge of their 
own development needs," he added. 


How much does the World Bank listen to NGOs when it draws up its controversial de-. 
velopment plans? Faiza Rady finds out at a workshop in the Ghanaian capital Accra : 


Although WB officials were clearly re- 
luctant to disclose information on CAS, 
describing them as internal documents, 
they appeared willing to let NGOs access 
the bank's research through their newly 
established NGO liaison officers. Bank 
executives also expressed their desire to 
cooperate with NGOs, which can chan- 
nel information about specific com- 
munity needs to the hank and thereby 
support the successful planning and im- 
plementation of WB projects. 

Bank President James WoLfensoo, ad- 
dressing workshop participants through a 
television book-up with the Washington 
headquarters, confirmed the bank's com- 
mitment to enforcing the new policy of 
making NGOs partners in foe policy- 
planning process, which had previously 
been limited to govemment-WB nego- 
tiations. “How can we but welcome this 
opportunity lo expand communication ■ 
channels and democratise the process by 
listening to the people's demands? And 
who is more apt to express these de- 
mands than representatives of foe NGO 
community?" said Wolfenson. 

During the three-day workshop. WB 
officials reiterated the “sincerity of their 
commitment" to engage NGO participa- 
tion and disseminate relevant data and 
documentation. “Transparency, in- 
formation sharing and participation" 
seemed to be the name of the tank's new 
game. Yet this move towards a more hu- 
man approach on foe tank's part was se- 
riously questioned by many NGO par- 
ticipants because of foe WB’s neo-liberal 
economic platform. 

Since the WB imposed structural ad- 
justment programmes (SAPs) as a loan 
precondition in the early 1980s, foe 
tank’s loan strategy in sub-Saharan Af- 
rica has caused a 330 per cent increase in 
the area's collective debt On average, 
countries in foe region owe the equiv- 
alent of 109 per cent of their gross na- 


tional product 

Claiming to redress macro-economic 
imbalance, due to budget, balances of 
payment and trade deficits, as well as in- 
flationary trends, foe international fund- 
ing institutions have advocated privat- 
ising the public sector, liberalising foe- 
exchange rate, devaluing the currency 
and removing tariff and trade barriers. 
As a consequence of foe latter. Southern 
nations are losing entire industries be- 
cause they are unable to compete with 
subsidised Northern imports that are 
flooding their markets. This costs them 
5500 billion a year in lost revenues, 
whereas their annual foreign aid receipts 
amount to less than S50 billion. 

Expressing scepticism about the tank's 
alleged reform plans, Kwesu Anyemedu, 
professor of economics at die University 
of Ghana, commented, “I came to ob- 
serve this strange animal in action: the 
NGO-WB collaboration." Such col- 
laboration seems unworkable because, 
foe bank and the NGOs represent di- 
ametrically opposed interests, added 
Anyemedu. 

Ogoh Alubo, professor of Sociology at 
foe University of Jos, Nigeria, also ex- 
pressed reservations about the bank's 
motives to Al-AJiram Weekly. “In foe 
workshops on WB processes, we re- 
ceived the kind of information about 
CAS that many of us have been unable 
to access in our individual countries," be 
said. “And through foe NGO-bank liai- 
son offices we hope to get more in- 
formation in foe future. But this is as far 
as it goes, and even this remains ques- 
tionable. Bank representatives didn't 
commit themselves to provide in- 
formation which isn't already available 
in the public domain. Their only commit- 
ment was to facilitate information chan- 
nels." 

In recent years die bank's policies have 
been severely criticised for globally in- 


creasing rather than ^decreasing poverty. 
“In Africa. 200 million out of 600 mil- 
lion people live under foe poverty level 
.aid conservative WB estimates project 
foot current poverty. levels will increase, 
by a further 50 per cent by foe year 
2000. The tank is using this and other 
forums as public relation stunts," Alubo 
explained. - _ 

- “While high-level tank officials affirm 
their intention to engage in dialogue 
with civil society, they are in reality 
seeking co-option. Although they may 
finance some NGO-spoosored projects i 
at die micro level, they certainly won't 
change foe macro policies that are cru- 
cial in shaping die countries' economies 
and people's destinies," be concluded. 

. Lawyer Teteh Honnku-Ajei . from 
Third World Network Publishers agreed 
with Ahibo. “Participation is. only rel- 
evant when and if it applies to the en- 
tirety of foe process of national policy- 
making, its framework and ■ its funda- 
mental presuppositions," he said. Hot- 
meku-Ajei also illustrated foe bank’s 
professed objective of “helping the 
poor” and making them participate in foe 
formulation of policy in Ghana. “After 
having negotiated the privatisation of the 
national telecommunications system in 
sole consultation with the government," ; 
explained Hoimeku-Ajei, “the WB .or- 
ganised two workshops gathering the 
groups they perceived as foe main stak- 
eholders in the plan, namely repre- 
sentatives from the investment mauftet 
and potential investors. Labour union 
leaders weren't consulted, although 
workers facing rebrenefanent and mas- 
, stve job losses had a major stake in foe 
privatisation plan. The tank's only state- 
ment concerning labour said ‘that their 
needs would be addressed' at , tame 
point Telecommunication may . be a se- 
rious national issue, but there was no 
poverty in it” 


Ghana has been conventionally cited ; 
by WB authorities as a showcase model 
for SAPs and for being foe most shuc- ; 
rurally adjusted state” in Afact Since , 
1983 Ghana has concluded lo aArs--: 
with *e WB mid foe International Mon- * 
ctary Fund. “These policies have 
Ghana an average real grow* r^fi ofr ^ 
five per cent a year, nduced 
from an annual 123 per cent m 1SW3 
18 per cent in 1991, restored confidence^ 

and stimulated investment. Debt arrears^ 

of $600 milli on were erased by 1990 iv,; 
wrote foe Financial Times : * 

Despite the rosy picture, Ghana s econ^ 
omv faces a grim reality. Judged by 
of e fleeting real debt relief SAPs have- „ 
so far been a failure. In fact, *e «nm- : 
try’s external debt rose from $1.7 billion , 
in ’S3 to $3 J billion in, 1990. And the , 
WB-requircd increase in cocoa pro- ’ 
duction as a cash crop was accompanied .. 
by a 48 per cent-decline in international - 
cocoa prices between ’86 and ’.89. _ . . 

Import liberalisation resulted m foe i 
loss of hundreds of private sector jobs m 
the textile industry. The WB-imposed so- " 
rial spending slashes caused the loss of 
50,000 public sector jobs and an es~ > 
ti rpatwri 15 per cent of foe entire labour - 1 
force were laid off. In Ghana's sprawling* - 
urban centres, 59 per cent of the popma-* 
tion live under the poverty line — a fig- 
ure only topped in famine-wrecked Ethi-^ 
opia in -Africa. Between 1988 and 1996/' 
the General Agricultural Workers Union;, 
registered the loss of 80,000 members,’ 
the union's Deputy General Secretary;. 
Kingsley Ofei-Nkansch told the Weekly. 

After reviewing various surveys, . 
Charles Abugre. an economist at the In-_^ 
tqg ated Social Development Centre, , , 
wrote that the available evidence sug--. 
gests .increasing inequality, declining 
food seif-sufficiency and a rise in aby 
solute poverty. -j 

Having been instrumental in creating, , 
such appalling material conditions many. ^ 
delegates to the Accra conference found * 
it difficult to envision bow Kim Joycox 
proposes to bring .back foe smile on a' j 
child’s face. . . , 




Sudanese citizens going to work in the centre of Khartoum unconcerned with the general elections. Life in the Sudanese capital continues as 
normal daring the elections. Ten miUioD Sudanese are to elect a president and 275 deputies for a new 400-member parliament (pbotoAFP) ■ 


Genocide alert in Burundi 

Over one million refugees have left Burundi for neighbouring Zaire in the last three months as 
ethnic fighting has escalated. Will the crisis develop into another Rwanda, asks Nlariz Tadros 


Nuke-free 


The United Nations failed to intervene 
in rime to prevent the crisis in Rwanda 
from escalating into a full-scale blood- 
bath costing over half a million lives, 
according to a recent report compiled 
by 52 independent consultants from 20 
countries. The report suggested that “a 
modest increase in UN troops would 
either have stopped, or at the very least 
substantially limited, the killings, par- 
ticularly in the first weeks." 

The report to be officially released 
on 12 March, is timely. UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali recently 
warned that genoddai massacres could 
break out in Burundi unless UN mem- 
ber-states took active steps to ease eth- 
nic tensions between the minority Tut- 
si and majority Hutu — the same 
ethnic mix as in Rwanda. 

Burundi has been in a state of civil 
war since 1 993 when President Md- 
choir Ndadaye, a Hutu, was killed by 
foe Tutsi-<k>nunated military forces in 
an attempted coup. Medecins Sans 
Frootiercs, an international humanitar- 
ian organisation, estimated that 15,000 
Burundians were killed in 1993 alone. 
Since then, more than 100,000 have 
died in foe fighting: they were mostly 
Hutu. 

“Less than two years after foe gen- 
ocide in Rwanda, the international 
community must not be caught un- 
prepared," Boutros Ghali said re- 
cently. He proposed a stand-by multi- 
national force which would be ready 
for immediate deployment Its man- 
date would be “to deter massacres, 
provide security for refugees, dis- 
placed persons and civilians at risk and 
protect key economic installations". 

An official from a European Union 


team visiting Burundi Marcello Ric- 
overo. took a more cautious attitude. 
"The international community should 
be careful in adopting contingency 
plans, because the Burundian author- 
ities, and Burundian public opinion, 
are totally against them," he warned. 

Professor Cyrus Reed, director of 
foe African Studies Centre at foe 
American University in Cairo, told Ai- 
Ahram Weekly that ft would be no sur- 
prise if Burundi perceived foe UN pro- 
posal as unjustified intervention in its 
domestic affairs even if it was in foe 
name of human rights protection. Reed 
was sceptical of foe wisdom of the 
idea of sending forces to Burundi, in- 
sisting that conflict resolution through 
international mediation was a much 
more effective way of tackling inter- 
communal ethnic tensions. “If you get 
a bodyguard for every individual in 
Burundi, then perhaps you can prevent 
the fighting." he said. “But to actually 
send a small multinational security 
force would do nothing to prevent the 
fighting. It is not a long-term solu- 
tion." 

Reed referred to the ineffectiveness 
of the minuscule security force sent to 
Rwanda at the commencement of the 
crisis in 1994 when it had a very limit- 
ed mandate: “When the going got hot 
rn Rwanda, what did the UN do? ft put 
its tail between its legs and ran into 
the hotels and said, 'Don’t shoot us! 
We can’t shoot anyone and you can't 
shoot us.'" 

According to Reed, specific meas- 
ures by the international c omm unity 
are needed to save Burundi from be- 
coming another Rwanda. “Burundi is 
not quite Rwanda yet. It is not half a 


million dead in two to three months... 
But we are now dealing with a lower- 
intensity warfare which is dividing 
people along ethnic lines and there are 
examples of people being shot in- 
discriminately because of their ethnic- 
ity” 

Reed suggested that since a lot of 
Hutu militia operated out of Zaire, one 
of the measures which the inter- 
national community could take was to 
put pressure on Zaire not to open its 
borders. He added that the question of 
refugees fleeing ethnic violence was 


problematic. It is estimated that one 
million refugees left Burundi for Zaire 
in December 1995 and January 1996 
when the fighting intensified. 

The conflict in Burundi is not strictly 
along ethnic lines. Rather, according to 
Professor Reed, the fighting is polit- 
ically motivated but given expression 
through ethnic identity. “In Burundi, 
when the opposition begins to get or- 
ganised. you just shoot them." Reed 
said, alluding to the killings of 1972 
and 1988 when Tutsi military forces 
killed 100,000 and 200.000 Hutu re- 
spectively. “My feeling is that in Bu- 
rundi’s case ethnicity is a political ploy. 
The reason that I, as a Tutsi soldier, 
shoot you. as a Hutu woman, is because 
I am afraid you arc supporting the Hutu 
militia... People have mobilised around 
an ethnic identity and thai is what is 
keeping them going right now," 

Reed rejected the argument that an- 
cestral hatred is the cause of repeated 
ethnic outrage between the Tutsi and 
Hutu in Burundi today. Historically, 
the status quo has remained almost ir- 
reversible. There has been an in- 
stitutionalised inequality in which foe 


Tutsi are financially, socially and mil- 
itarily more advanced than foe Hutu. 

To this day, the government is con- 
trolled by the Hutu, but the military by 
the Tutsi. And since die latter nave 
never looked upon the government as 
legitimate, foe Hutu have counter- 
balanced this by forming their own mi- 
litia groups. “They argued that the Tut- 
si and Hutu in Rwanda had been, 
fighting for a thousand years," Reed 
said “Yes, but they also had a thou- 
sand years of peace. People don’t just 
fight because their ancestors fought 
There must be new grievances and 
new' incidents that trigger off the re- 
sumption of fighting." 

However. Rene Lemarchand, a polit- 
ical scientist who was asked to testify 
on foe massacres of 1972 and 1988, 
emphasised the deep-set animosity 
foot underlies much of the fighting to- 
day. “Memories of the 1972 and 1988 
killings will persist for generations, 
and so will die mutual fears and ha- 
treds they have instilled in the minds 
of Burundi.” he said 

The Amnesty International 1995 re- 
pent on Burundi claims that “the hu- 
man rights situation in Burundi is crit- 
ical” and that the people there 
“demand justice". It calls upon states 
to pressure the Burundian government 
to disclose its human rights records 
since 1993 and prosecute the ag- 
gressors from both ethnic groups. But 
time is running out. Every 24 horns. 30 
people die of ethnic violence in Bu- 
rundi and foe number is rising. It is 
dispute settlement now or another „ 
Rwanda later. 

Edited by Gamal Nkrumah 


Next month, the continent of Africa will de- 
clare itself a zone free of nuclear weap- 
ons, reports Gamil Ibrahim frotfv 
-Geneva. Can the Middle East follow suit? • 


The signing ceremony for the African Nuclear -‘ 
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty will beheld on 1 1 April " • 
in Cano. The treaty, negotiated with the support of 1 - 
the United Nations and the Organisation of African - .’ 

: Unity {OAU)onthe basis principles formulated' i 
by foe TJN General Assembly, is a major achieve—' 
r - rneotin foe field of disarmament. 

The- treaty is also known as the Treaty of Pe- L 
lindata, the name of foe area near Pretoria where- ' 
the South Africa Atomic Energy Corporation has its " - 
headquarters. The Africa Commission on Nuclear ^ ’ 
Energy which will supervise foe implementation of 
• foetreaty will also have its headquarters there. : 

- The African Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (NWFZ) - ! 
embraces an entire continent, comprising 53 sove- : '■ 
reign states. It will be the third such zone to be es- • 
tablished in an inhabited part of the world. The two ' 
existing zones covering populated areas encompass ' ■ 
Latin America and the Caribbean, under foe 1967 ; ■' 
Treaty of Tlatelolco, and the South Pacific, under 
tire 1986 Treaty ofRarotonga. 

The Afncan NWFZ has taken 3 1 years to come to 
fruition. By drafting the Pelindaba Treaty under UN 
auspices, the OAU was in fact satisfying foe spirit - •* 
of an dement contained in the 1964 OAU Declare- '< 
tion. The preparation of the treaty has also high- 1 ' 1 
lighted foe long-standing and mutually beneficial ! 
cooperation between foe UN and the International 
Atomic Energy Association in promoting foe' goals • - 
of non-proliferation. 

The political importance that the internati onal 
community attaches to the African NWFZ was 
manifest during the UN General Assembly’s 5Gth 
session. In UN Resolution 50/78 of 12 December. 
1995, the assembly welcomed foe Treaty of P&-. 
lindaba with special satisfaction and declared that it : 
considered it “an event of historic si gnific ance mV, 
the efforts to prevent foe proliferation of nuclear Z 
weapons and to promote international peace and se--C 
curity. It can provide vital lessons for all states «’ 
wishing to contribute to broadening foe areas of foe ’ 
world from which nuclear weapons will be forever 
. pr oscribed." 

The treaty will come into effect immediately after 
28 African nations ratify it through their leg- 
islatures. J S Selebi, the South African amhaa^pf 
to Geneva, said foal he expected the treaty to be rat- 
ified within foe two years following its signing next 
month. Selebi said in a Geneva press conference 
that after the racist apartheid regime was abolished 
: in South Africa, tire new government destroyed six 
nuclear bombs which foe country had jointly owned 
with Israel He added that South Africa would be 
conducting peaceful talks behind closed doors with 
fee Is raelis to try to convince them to scrap their nu- 
clear arsenal and place their nuclear installations 
under international supervision as South Africa had 
dene. 

Mounir Zahran, the Egyptian arnh^^m - to ^ V 
UN in Geneva, said that the African nations would * 
be unwavering in signing the accord since foe mat- 
ter had unanimously been agreed upon in foe OAU. 
Zahran added in a press conference that an in- 
vitation had been extended to foe foreign ministers 
of foe five permanent members of foe UN Security 
Council to attend die Cairo signing ceremony The 
five nations —- also foe world’s nuclear powers — 
win sign two protocols appended to the treaty 
The first protocol says that each party to foe pro- 
tocol undertakes not to use or threaten to use a nu- 
clear explosive device against any party to foe trea- 
ty or any territory within the African NWFZ The 
second protocol includes foe statement that each 
V lrf Aoco\^atty undertakes not to test or assist or en- 
courage the of My nuclear explosive device 
mywhoe wifom the African NWFZ Zahran af- 
firmed m Gaxn hisbelief that foe five big midear 
pow ers wou ld sign both protocols because they had 
not expressed any opposition to them during dis- . 
cusswns.on the subject 6 . 

The ej^lishnKnt rf foe African NWFZ raises 

SSaat-aji: ■ 

ncan nation with its nuclear arsenal and not to hdn 
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Chechen warriors with their weapons stand waiting at a window of a house in the Zavodskoy district of Grozny- Chechen detachments still carry on their combat action against Russian troops (photo: AFP) 


Raw edge to Russian rule 


Is Chechnya the Russian Federation's bad 
apple? Is there some kind of animus 
against ethnic and religious minorities m 
Russia today? The Bolsheviks were ousted 
in 1991, but the babushkas still cannot af- 
ford to buy bananas in 1996. Who is to 
blame? Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 
the new brand of criminal capi talists or the 
breakaway ethnic republics? 

“Civilians have bane the brunt of Mos- 
cow's war against Chechnya’s bid for in- 
dependence. Women, the aged and chil- 
dren constitute the bulk of die victims of 
the Kremlin’s 14-month war to thwart 
Chechen aspirations,” said Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov, a Chechen who once headed the 
now-defunct Supreme Soviet 

Chechnya is not the only autonomous 
republic of the Russian Federation that 
dreams of independence from Moscow. 
There are other non-Russian ethnic re- 
gions and republics strapped within the 
confines of the Russian Federation with 
simmering ethnic tensions and flights of 
fancy about escaping Moscow’s strangle- 
hold. The Russian Federation includes 21 
ethnically based autonomous republics 
and 68 autonomous regions and territories 
seething with social and political dis- 
content 

Chechnya is no bed apple. Most ethnic 
republics want to redefine their auton- 
omous status. Bashkortostan, a largely 
Myslim autonomous region, graves greater 
control of its oil resources. ..Neighbouring 
Tatarstan, a. predominantly! .Muslim^ and ■ 
oil-rich part of the'Russian Federation re- 
served for the Talar descendants of Gen- 
ghiz Khan who ruled Russia for four cen- 
turies, is pressing for a more independent 
and clearer form of autonomous member- 
ship in tiie Russian Federation, 

Why should they stop shaking die Rus- 
sian tree when more and more fruit keep . 
falling off? But then the Russian Federa- 
tion is not exactly a tree but an orchard of 
many different composite ethnic groups 
and nationalities. The question is: can the 
trees survive if they are uprooted and 
thrown out of the orchard? The ethnic au- 
tonomous republics and regions are main- 
ly landlocked, some are resource-rich, but 
most are sparsely populated backwaters. 
They are economically dependent on Mos- 
cow. There might very well be a very bit- 
ter aftertaste if they ever get a real taste of 
independence, bat that is a price many are 
prepared to risk. 

Khasbulatov has a paradoxical peisona. 
He is as much an academic as a politician. 


It Is impossible to underestimate the complexity of any Russian government task, but a new framework for gov- 
erning Russia is long overdue, warned Ruslan Kbasbulatov when he spoke to Gamal Nknimah 


He is a rare breed: a Muslim Chechen who 
headed the highest legislative body of a 
predominantly Orthodox Christian and 
Marxist Russian nation at a most trying 
time in Russia’s turbulent history. Khas- 
bulatov is an economist who mow writes 
essentially about politics. He authored 
over 25 books, ranging from economic 
textbooks to collections of political es- 
says, and his greatest and best known 
works, The Russian Tragedy and The 
Kremlin and the Chechen War, took Rus- 
sia by storm. The latter could be con- 
sidered a testament to his loss of faith in 
the Russian political system as it stands 
today and a declaration of war against die 
country's political establishment The 
book is also an affirmation of Khas- 
buiatov’s allegiance to the Chechen na- 
tional cause. 

A pipe — his constant companion — 
held tightly in determined thin bps and his 
fiery eyes cut a rather dashing figure out 
of an otherwise physically nondescript mid 
diminutive man. This was his second visit 
to Cano; his first was in 1992. He was in 
Cairo to lobby Arab support for die Che- 
chen cause. “Yeltsin, Clinton and Kohl are 
incapable of leading the world. Today, we 
live in a less just world,” he said. “Stalin 


fpocefidly removed tbe. Chechens toSi- 

Che- 


beria. Yeltsin ft now wipin g out the 
chen nation in their own motherland," 
Khasbulatov said bittedy. 

He is head of die International Econom- 
ic Relations Department of die prestigious 
Russian Academy of Economics. His rise 
to power was as rapid as his demise. In 
1989 Khasbulatov was elected as a mem- 
ber of the Russian Supreme Soviet and, 
two years later, was elected as President 
of the Supreme Soviet of foe Russian Fed- 
eration. He was deposed in October 1992 
when Yeltsin ordered the bombardment of 
the Russian parliament Soon after, Khas- 
bulatov was incarcerated only to be re- 
leased on 23 February 1994. Khasbulatov 
was a newcomer to the Russian political 
arena and had no experience in foe State 
Duma — die lower house of foe Russian 
parliament. 

The Group of Seven industrialised na- 
tions, the World Bank and the ; Inter- 
national Monetary Fund are reluctant to 
bail Russia out “But they do, regardless 


of political instability and economic mis- 
management,” Kbasbulato v raid 

Russia's sizeable disposable bomb-grade 
u ranium stocks remain a bone of conten- 
tion with the West Last year, and against 
vociferous American protests, Russia's 
Nuclear Energy Minister Viktor Mikhailov 
signed a hard currency-earning deal with 
Inn to supply nuclear power plants to the 
Islamic republic. In a desperate bid to keep 
Mikhailov’s enriched uranium reserves off 
the international nwrirtf, the United States 
was obliged to purchase 500 tons of Rus- 
sia's deadly wares for $12 billion. Wash- 
ington also offered to cover the costs of 
developing less lethal alternative fuels for 
Russia arid getting rid of the radioactive 
spent fuel. 

One of Russia's finest and most revered 
cathedrals was recently rebuilt and re- 
decorated thanks to Yeltsin’s intervention, 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexei’s bless- 
ings and die 50kg of gold ingots supplied 
by one of the newly established, privately 
owned financial houses, Stolichny B ank. 
“In the aftermath of foe collapse of the for- 
mer Soviet Union, there is an urgent need 
to glorify die resplendence of Russia’s rich 
architectural heritage. Russia desperately 
needs tangible reminders of its glorious 
past and its place as a. world power;?:-. 
Kbasbulatov said. 

The Russian Orthodox Church is under- 
going a revival after seven decades of 
communist role.' Hie couuuy’s churches 
were in a state of. neglect and disrepair. 
And their rehabilitation is part of Yeltsin's 
drive to reconstruct Russia and obliterate 
the communist legacy. Recently Russian 
craftsmen- meticulously laid foe finishing 
touches of gold leaf on the dome of Mos- 
cow's Cathedral of die Holy Saviour, de- 
molished by Joseph Stalin in 1931. The ca- 
thedral was restored to something of its 
original splendour at the insistence of 
Moscow’s mayor, Yuri Luzhkov, at a cost 
of $24 millio n. The problem is that Rus- 
sia’s ethnic minorities are getting worried 
about, foe chauvinism of contemporary 
Russian nationalism. 

Is Russia’s an economy half way into the 
abyss? Viktor nyukfaio, chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee on Security, 
warned at a parliament hearing recently 
that Russia’s 2^500 tons of gold reserves 


inherited from foe former Soviet Union 
have plummeted to an all-time low of 1 15 
tons today. Hie outflow was a staggering 
900 tons in the past couple of years. 

Five years of painstaking work by polit- 
ical and economic reformers have done lit- 
tle for the long-suffering Russian masses, 
whose standard of Irving deteriorated 
sharply with foe collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion. The Russian currency, the rouble, has 
been devalued some 9,000 times since the 
fall of the former Soviet Union. To ex- 
onerate the Russian leadership from the 
crimes committed under foe cover of pri- 
vatisation, economic liberalisation and 
deregulation, Yeltsin has promised that his 
economic reforms will attract foreign in- 
vestment 

Khasbulatov predicted that Yeltsin 
would emerge victorious by a slim margin 
in the June elections. “He is strongly 
backed by foe West,” be stressed But 
surely, Yeltsin is not too big for the Rus- 
sian people to oust? “Even a man of his 
size seems exorbitantly large by Russian 
standards,” Khasbulatov joked He went 
on to expand cm this theme. “The Yeltsin 
regime facilitates the welcome of foreign 
multinationals in Russia. They eye Rus- 
sia’s vast mineral riches. The extractive 
industries and the petroleunr sector of the 
Russian economy are the ones least af- 
fected by the economic collapse.” 

He spoke at great length on the tragedy 
of Chechnya. “I estimate total Chechen 
losses at sane $25 billion. The cost of foe 
war to Russia is in the range of SIS bil- 
lion," Kbasbulatov said “The West is 
funding the war in Chechnya. The Inter- 
national Monetary Fund has provided Rus- 
sia with about $5 billion so far. and S10 
billion is on its way.” But has foe Arab 
and Muslim world done enough to assist 
foe Chechens? There was a long pause. He 
did not find it expedient to elaborate on 
that point 

Kbasbulatov was cynical about rumours 
of Russia's widely publicised de- 
militarisation process. Russia exported S3 
billion worth of arms in 1995 — a rise of 
over 80 per cent on 1994 soles. Russia's 
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev disclosed 
last week that Russia makes some 52 bil- 
lion profit annually from its sales of nu- 
clear technology. 


Would be fight fa a Chechen niche in 
foe Russian parliament in the forthcoming 
general elections? “I have been invited to 
take part in the elections in June, but I am 
conce n tra t ing on my work as head of the 
International Committee fa Preventing 
War and Spreading Peace in the Chechen 
Republic,” he said 

So is Khasbulatov a potential Sche- 
vardnadze? A categorical “no” was his an- 
swer. “1 do not think I play the same polit- 
ical role as Scfaevardnadze, but 1 will rise 
to foe occasion if called upon by my peo- 
ple,” Khasbulatov said The civil war in 
Georgia is very different from the conflict 
in Chechnya. 

“Chechnya is Russia’s Vie tnam. On the 
very day that the Hamas bomb went off in 
Jerusalem killing 20 Israelis, the Russians 
were butchering 350 unarmed villagers,” 
Khasbulatov noted bitterly. The inter- 
national media focussed on Israel, and foe 
Israeli incident hit foe headlines. But the 
butchered Chechen villagers were relegat- 
ed to the back pages — that is if they fea- 
tured at alL “We have lost some 55,000 
lives in Chechnya. Most of the fallen are 
civilians,” he caustically remarked 

“Russians no longer vote resoundingly 
against the Communists,” Khasbulatov 
mused But be had no good word to say 
for Communist Party presidential can- 
didate, Gennady Zyuganov. Zyuganov has 
one of foe best chances of any presidential 
hopeful — be has a comfortable lead in 
opinion polls. 

Khasbulatov was not forthcoming on the 
subject of Dzhokhar Dudayev, who led 
Chechnya's independence bid in De- 
cember. “Let us first have peace, and then 
we can discuss foe local Chechen political 
scene. I am not bothered with foe settling 
of scores,” he said wryly. 

Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov last week signed foe Council of 
Europe's 1950 European Human Rights 
Convention and agreements banning tor- 
ture, protecting minority rights and en- 
suring local self-government Russia 
champions foe creation of “a state which 
would effectively ensure human rights and 
guarantee foe rule of law ” he said Last 
year, foe council suspended Russia’s ac- 
cession talks to foe pan-European body 
because of Moscow’s crackdown on Che- 
chen separatists. Today, Russian citizens, 
including the Chechens and other ethnic 
minorities, are able to challenge Russian 
authorities in foe European Court of Hu- 
man Rights. 


While Islamic con- 
servatives make a strong 
showing in rural Iran, vot- 
ers in the urban centres 
are less impressed with 
the country’s current rul- 
ers, writes Sayed Awad 


Over 30 mil linn Ir anians are voting in 
general elections that started on 8 
March. I ranians over 15 years of age 
are choosing from 3,232 candidates 
contesting 270 seats m parliament. 
There are five seats reserved for the re- 
ligious minorities — foe Christian As- 
syrians, Jews and Zoroastrians. 

By all accounts participation in foe 
elections was far higher than in pre- 
vious elections. Men and women stood 
in separate queues to cast their votes. 
Over 30,000 “supervisors” were dis- 
patched to foe 30,000 polling stations 
in 196 constituencies around the coun- 
try. Some 270,000 policemen were 
mobilised nationwide to quell any vi- 
olence or disturbances. 

Interior Minister A li Mohamed Be- 
sharati noted last week that the com- 
plexity of voting in “large cities” was 
bound to delay election results for a 
few days. Besbarati's remarks left the 
door wide open fa speculation about 
the fairness of the results and opposi- 
tion fears concerning vote rigging. 

Iran's supreme religious leader Ay- 
atollah Ali Khamenei and President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani are at 
loggerheads. They represent two com- 
peting ideological strands. While Kha- 
menei is a self-confessed hard-liner, 
Rafsanjani is widely regarded as a 
p ragmatis t Even though the Iranian 
constitution allows for die formation of 
different political parties, no parties as 
such exist. 

The Council of Guardians, Iran’s 
mafn Islamic guidance committee, dis- 
qualified 40 per cent of the prospective 
candidates. The Servants of Construc- 
tion group that backs President Raf- 
sanjani is pitied against the con- 
servative candidates who support 
Khamenei. Chief among the con- 
servative groups are the Party of God 
and foe Revolutionary Guards. 

The conservatives won a decisive 
victory in the last parli amen tary elec- 
tions in 1992. They appeared to be 
making headway in foe current elec- 
tion on the basis of partial returns. The 
conservatives have done exceptionally 
well in rural constituencies and in pro- 
vincial towns. They won the two seats 
of the Shi’ite Holy City of Qom in 
Central Iran, the Sunni Muslim strong- 
hold of Zahedan and even captured foe 
seat for Rafsanjan — President Raf- 
sanjani ’s own hometown. Of foe total 
votes counted for 100 seats, the con- 
servative candidates captured 25. All 
foe other factions combined won 40 
seats while the rest were left undecided 
and will go to a run-off election an 20 
April. 

Today, there is widespread dis- 
gruntlement about economic condi- 
tions. Iran is dependent an ofl exports 
for 80 per cent of its foreign exchange 
earnings. Inflation is naming at around 
50 per cent and unemployment hovers 
around 50 per cent Iran’s foreign debt 
stands at $32 billion, and it is estimat- 
ed that no less than 70 per cent of 
Iran’s population of 60 million live be- 
low the poverty line. Moreover, an es- 
timated five million Iranians are home- 
less. It is for this reason that foe 
economy is foe focus of foe candidates. 



From Russia with bargains 


Last week’s Arab Russian Congress in Cairo aimed at boosting faltering trade links between partners, reports Mariz Tadros who attended 


Volatile is one way of describing foe economic 
relations between Moscow and Cairo in foe last 
decade. Yet foe last few months have witnessed 
initiatives from both parties towards economic 
rapprochement- The Russian and Egyptian gov- 
ernments have repeatedly referred to foe polit- 
ical, militar y, cultural and, especially, economic 
links that existed between the two countries in 
the 1950s and 19606 as foe groundwork for a 
new age of economic cooperation. 

Ahmed EI-Goweiii, minister of supply and 
trade and representative of foe prime minister at 
foe Second Arab Russian Congress which took 
place in Cairo last week, asserted in Ms opening 
speech that bilateral trade between Egypt and 
Russia “does root reflect its actual potential”. 
The minister poted that foe average annual trade 
figure between foe two countries from 1992 to 
1995 was less than $350 million. Bilateral trade 
had/foopped to 30 per cent of its 1991 levd. by 
the end of 1995. He said that the -steep plunge 
was “due to the -political and economic chang- 
es" that have gripped Russia, but he hoped that 
a new era of ttonosme cooperationwould fol- 
low “this period of stagnation”. 

Efforts to boost trade in recent years have 
been unfruitful; In 1987 an agreement -was 
reached on Egypt's military debts to Russia.- a 
source of friction between foe" two govern- 
ments. Trade was then expected to rise. Yet by. 
1991 there wpre serious discrepancies in foe 
balance of trade. The Soviet Union could not 
meet its obligations under foe 1991 Trade Pro- 
tocol with Egypt — a baiter, exchange agree- 
ment mainly between state firms worth $700 
million. Egypt's- exports to Russia include cot- 
ton, ieafher prodocts, food products, furniture 
arid dofoev-Whae Russia sells Egypt pig iron, 
wood and papier products, heavy madunery and 

coat ... 

Under foe protocol, foe Soviet Umon was to 
provide Egypt with 500,000 tons of coal, bat 
delivered only a Bole over 200,000. The strikes 
in Siberian times meant there was not enough 
coal for Sovfei. industries, let done for expat 
purposes! Other requirements in foe protocol 
were also not md, \ . 

' Ctaamrentfc; many private Egyptian com- 
panies suddenly, found themselves to a state of 


confusion, not knowing who they were sup- 
posed to negotiate with, as foe Soviet Union 
fragmoited into different leaderships. In 1993 
the First Arab-Russian Congress was held in 
Moscow in an attempt to boost Russian- Arab 
and especially Rusdan-Egyptian trade. But po- 
litical and economic instability discouraged 
many Egyptian traders from venturing into Rus- 
sian markets. 

Professor Alexei Vaseliev, director of the In- 
stitute of Africa at foe Russian Academy of Sci- 
ences in Moscow, emphasised at the congress 
that the Russian and Egyptian economies are 
“very much complementary, not in all fields, 
but in the most important ones". He added, 
“Despite the Arab and Egyptian businessmen's 
complaints about the danger of trade in Russia 
because of all the crimes, I say to you come and 
do business with foe Russians. If you're late, 
your place will be taken.” The same warning 
was given by Ibrahim Reda Shehata, the Egyp- 
tian ambassador to Moscow, who told Ai- 
Akram Weekly that although “Egypt is the gate- 
way to foe Middle East” Russia continues to 
* impart from other Arab countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Libya, Syria and Tunisia. He said that 
Russian trade with Egypt was a drop in the 
ocean compared to that with Germany, Italy, 
France, Greece, Turkey and IsraeL Russia’s to- 
tal annual trade figure with Turkey stood at $6 
billion last year, while that with Israel amount- 
ed to S300 million. 

Even today, trade with Russia involves high 
risks. Egyptian businessmen at the congress 
complained that the threat of mafia groups van- 
dalising Russian products before they leave the 
shoes to Egypt and Egyptian products upon ar- 
rival in Russia was very real. They also claimed 
that there was inadequate information on the na- 
ture and needs of Russian markets. Hassanein 
Sheida, foe general export manager for an 
Egyptian, pharmaceutical company, told Al- 
Ahntm Weekly. *TVe don't know enough about 
their markets, what Egyptian products would be 
competitive there, and what foe prices, quan- 
tities and types of medicine are like.” t 

Russian businessmen visiting Cairo seemed 
more rrmfiiifara of the potential for import- 
export and joint-investment ventures in Egypt 


By the end of foe week, Bolotnikov Gregory, di- 
rector of the Vacuum-Plasma Technology Com- 
pany, had made a deal with foe Tabbin Institute 


of Metallurgical Studies in Cairo in a joint pro- 

ion of la- 


ject that involves Russian installation 
boratoiy equipment at the Tabbin Institute. 
Gregory told Al-Ahram Weekly that even though 
he has business links in Syria and Kuwait his 
ties with Egypt are the most important “We 
know Egyptians, Egyptians know us,” he said. 

Evgeny Romasenko, deputy chief at Npo 
Energomash, an electronics, communications, 
construction and tourism business with profits 
of $270 million in 1995, told foe Weekly that his 
firm was looking for partners for joint in- 
vestment projects in Egypt Romasenko said 
that Russian tourism in Egypt has been largely 
ignored, but that its potential is enormous. “We 
did a series of surveys in Egypt last year and 
found out that in Hurghada a huge percentage 
of tourists are Russian,” he said. "The number 
of Egyptians who know Russian there is very 
high as well. There is definitely a market fa it” 

Mounir Hasson Khalil, general manager of the 
Association of Egyptian Banks, explained to the 
Weekly that foe hesitancy of Egyptian business- 
men to take high risks in Russia is under- 
standable since “a relationship of mutual trust 
between Egyptian and Russian businessmen has 
not yet been fully developed”. According to 
Khalil, economic ties cannot be expected to be 
of foe same nature and intensity as those ex- 
isting in foe 1950s and J960s when military ties 
and obligations resulted in a notable Russian 
heavy industrial presence in Egypt 

Khalil believes that many Egyptian companies 
and investors now fear that their import-export 
transactions will collapse because fare are oo 
guarantees for their money. “The political frag- 
mentation and economic chaos that gripped foe 
Soviet Union made economic negotiations dif- 
ficult,” he said. “Even the banks there refused to 
give any guarantees on foe exports from Egypt 
A joint Russian-Egyptian bank was suggested as 
a way of securing economic transactions be- 
tween the two states.” 

Sharks wy Hefni, commercial counsellor at the 
Commercial Representation of foe Egyptian 
Ministry of Supply and Trade, told the Weekly 


that by the end of the four-day congress, Egyp- 
tian and Russian officials had agreed to es- 
tablish an Arab-Russian bank to regulate com- 
mercial and monetary transactions between the 
public and private sectors in both countries. In 
addition, an agreement was reached between 
the Egyptian Company for Export Guarantee 
and hs Russian cou n te r p ar t, Ingostrach, to in- 
sure up to 80 per cent of foe price of expat 
products and freight expenses between the two 
countries. This was foe first time foe Russian 
government had consented to act as a guarantor 
of export goods. It was also agreed that an 
Arab-Russian Chamber of Commerce would be 
set up in Moscow to revive trade between Rus- 
sia and the Arab world. 

Another big obstacle to Russian- Arab com- 
mercial interaction, according to Hefni, is the 
transport of goods to and from the Russian Fed- 
eration. He said that foe Egyptian government 
would be issuing new regulations that will al- 
low Russian merchants to cany 500kg of lug- 
gage with them when leaving Egypt. This is 
less costly than the price of a cargo container 
and minimises foe risks of profit loss. “This 
way Egyptian products will be available on the 
Russian markets and it will enable us to com- 
pete with other Arab countries for market space 
in Russia,” explained Hefni, “I see the es- 
tablishment of a secretariat to supervise foe im- 
plementation of foe recommendations presented 
at this congress and secure the continuation of 
trade talks as foe most important new develop- 
ment. The first Moscow congress of 1991 was 
unsuccessful because there was no follow-up to 
it We had to start off all over again this time.” 
The most striking feature of the congress was 
that despite foe nostalgic recollections of foe 
ties that bound foe two states together in the 
1950s and ’60s, this encounter was not so much 
about economic reconciliation as economic 
building. No longer were two centrally planned 
states meeting to negotiate economic deals with 
an underlying political and milifary a gend a 
This time, with a liberalised attitude to capital 
and foreign investment, both Russian and Egyp- 
tian businessmen were starting all over a gam 
The Thud Arab Russian Congress will be 
held in 1997 in die Moscow region. 
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Back on the peace 


In a recent speech cm the threat posed by states either har- 
bouring or condoning terrorism, Margaret Thatcher said, “We 
have run down our defences and relaxed our guard.” Her solu- 
tion to this is to increase the arsenal of missiles so as to re- 
taliate against “rogue stales". 

Thatcher's statements almost coincided with die Shaim El- j 
Sheikh "summit of the peacemakers", where 20 world leaders 1 
met to salvage the peace process and discuss anti-terrorism 
measures. From the start, however, the spirit of comments like . 
Thatcher’s could threaten to divert the results of the summit 
onto dangerous ground. The real issue at hand is peace and rec- 
onciliation. Terrorism, though significant, is bin a side issue 
that will be dealt with as the peace process moves along and the 
parties involved accrue gains deemed fair to all sides. Peace- 
making is not achieved by building up an arsenal, forming mul- 
tinational security forces or by nuUi tying “rogue" states. It is a 
procedure best secured through patient, diligent, constructive 
dialogue and initiatives, unhindered by obstructions and intran- 
sigence, bolstered by the realisation that peace is its own re- 
ward. 

What was clear even before the summit, however, was that 
while peace was decidedly a priority, other issues came into 
play such as elections, re-elections or appeasing right-wing ele- 
ments within different countries. Consequently, the peace pro- 
cess fell victim to hidden agendas, as did the rights of the Pal- 
estinians in the self-rule areas. 

This summit comes at a precarious time when security issues 
threaten to cloud the overall thrust of the peace process. While 
it is important to address these concerns, it is more important to 
keep them within a framework compatible with that of the 
drive for peace. As such, the outcome of the summit should be 
used to add to the gams already accrued — promoting peace, 
the rights of the Palestinians and the future stability of the re- 
gion. It is not, however, a call to arms over another “iron cur- 
tain"*. Peace cannot be built through a spirit of war. 


The attendance of so many world 
leaders at tile s ummi t in Shaun El- 
Sheikh testifies to the crucial posi- 
tion Egypt occupies regionally, by 
virtue of its geographical, his- 
torical, cultural ana demographic 
density. 

Certainly there can be little doubt- 
ing the fact that Egypt's regional 
role has been thrown into greater re- 
lief in the wake of the recent sui- 
cide attacks in Israel, attacks that 
threatened to derail the peace pro- 
cess and throw die entire region into 
turmoil. Following the attacks it be- 
came imperative to rebuild con- 
fidence and a sense of trust among 
all the parties involved in nego- 
tiating toe obstacles that stand in the 
way of peac e . And Egypt re- 
sponded to the demands of the mo- 
ment by calling for a conference of 
peace makers. 

The response was overwhelming. 
Such is the international recognition 
of the important role that Egypt has 
to play regionally that the organism 
of tbe summit were forced to place 
a limit on the numbers of par- 
ticipating delegations. 

Some foreign policy analysts have 
noted Egypt’s recent reticence to be- 
come involved in regional disputes 
such as those between Qatar and 
Bahrain, Eritrea and Yemen, and 
Morocco and Algeria. Indeed, 


Ibrahim Nafie 

argues that Egypt’s 
hosting of th^ Sharm 
El-Sheikh summit is a 
continuation of its un- 
swerving dedication 
to peace and stability 




Egyptian foreign policy has been 
geared towards avoiding in- 
volvement in such regional disputes, 
except where it could lend a band in 
promoting peaceful and satisfactory 
settlements. As a~ consequence, 
Egypt, while no playing no cole in 


tbe disputes listed above, was heavi- 
ly involved in such crucial events as 
the liberation of Kuwait, discussions 
over the perpetuation of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, and is now 
expending great energies in rescuing 
the peace process and combatting 


terrorism. 

This should come as no surprise. 
Peace, after all, is an essential, pre- 
condition if Egypt, along with other 
countries in the region, is to ensure 
a better life for fume generations. 
Terrorism, of which Egypt has. had 
more than its fair share of ex- 
perience, erodes the possibility of 
stability and growth that are Ihe ba- 
sis of our development- project . 

That project, along with the entire 
peace process, has been jeopardised 
by the events of tbe last two weeks. 


And tbe Sharm . El-Sbeikh summit, 
in short, constitutes an attempt to 
rescue this hoped for future. The 


events and ephemeral shifts in the 
balance of power. * 

■ This is not 10 say that our foreign 
policy should be in any way ngid or 
cast m tablets of stone. Of course, 
it must accommodate itself to a 
changing situation. those who 

view such accommodation as" .ev- 
idence of a dwindling regional role 
are sadly- mistaken, - 

Such a mistaken view has, more 
often than not, been caused by the 
inability of commentators to com- 
prehend .tbe new. style with winch 
tbe Egyptian leadership is ma n agi n g 
its regional relations. Under Pres- 
ident Mubarak Egypt’s foreign pol- 
icy has consistently focused on es- 
tablishing the conditions which will 
ensure economic development The 
accent has been on domestic and re- 
gtonal stability, therefore peac e- 
These are tbe aids towards which 


summit, by underlining. ' the im- 
portance of Egypt's regional role, 
provides an answer to those com- 
mentators, who, over the last twelve 
months or so, have continuously 
harped on about Egypt's dimin- 
ishing regional role. Egypt's stra- 
tegic weight has once more been 
shown to be a permanent reality,! 
Egypt’s regional significance. is not 
to be held hostage to fluctuating 


Egypt’s leadership has con sistent ly 
strived, ft has refused to be diverted 
from its strategy- by beco ming em- 
broiled in side-issues that would dis- 
sipate the resources and energies of 
tbe population. 

Tbe events of the last two weeks 
have once again exposed the Im- 
portance of foe regional role which 
Egypt has to play. Those attending 
foe summit in Sharm El -Sheikh have 
all, tacitly, acknowledged this role, 
and reaffirmed foe centrality of Egypt 


After Sharm El-Sheikh 


The truth 
of terror 


Mohamed Sid-Ahmed discusses the rationale of the Sharm El-Sheikh summit, 
and questions whether it fulfils the conditions for a resumption of the peace process v 


By Naguib Miahfouz 


It seems that whenever foe post- 
bipolar world order reaches a critical 
point the Middle East becomes the 
focal point of world attention. Tbe 
first event which prompted global 
mobilisation shortly before foe col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union was Sad- 
dam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait on 
2 August 1990. Tbe second was foe 
recent spate of terrori s m unleashed 
by Hamas on Israel, which threatens 
to torpedo the ent ire peace process. 
Tbe summit of world leaders held 
yesterday in Sharm El-Sbeikh sym- 
bolises foe unanimous condemnation 
of terrorism at foe s ummi t of the in- 
ternational community, exactly as the 
unanimous decisions taken by foe 
UN Security Council against Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait symbolised a sim- 
ilar global consensus. 

It can be argued that what prompted 
world leaders to close ranks against 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait six years 
ago was foe threat this posed to foe 
world's main oil reservoirs in foe 
Gulf rather than the violation it repre- 
sented to a UN member Stale's sov- 
ereignty, because many other member 
states were exposed to similar viola- 
tions without provoking similar re- 
actions. It can also be argued that 
what is bringing world leaders togeth- 
er today is a death toll of sixty-one Is- 
raelis, while the same leaders did not 
contemplate collective action when 
faced with foe death of scores of ci- 
vilians in Rwanda and Burundi Be 
that as it may, foe fact is that Iraq was 
caught red-handed violating tbe sov- 
ereignty of an independent state, and 
that Hamas did not hesitate to claim 
responsibility for terrorist acts which 
are classified as no less serious a 


crime 

While the main message conveyed 
by yesterday's summit is that terror- 
ists will not be allowed to impose a 
veto on foe peace process, and that 
their attempt to u ldll*’ peace will not 
be accepted as a fatality, this does 
not mean that many of the par- 


ticipants do not lave their own un- 
declared agendas. There is no doubt, 
for example, that Clinton’s en- 
thusiastic endorsement of foe summit 
will boost his popularity just as tbe 
Gulf War boosted Bush's and the 
Falkland campaign Thatcher’s, thus 
bolstering his chances of reelection 
next November. Nix’ is there any 
doubt that the American administra- 
tion is backing Peres in tbe upcoming 
Israeli elections against his mam op- 
ponent, lilniri leader Benyamin Na- 
tenyahu, who is opposed to die cur- 
rent peace process, and who, 
according to opinion polls conducted 
after foe recent terrorist attacks in Is- 
rael, now enjoys the support of more 
than 50 per cent of me electorate. 
Washington is also keen on dem- 
onstrating to Arafat that he can count 
on its full support as long as be does 
not balk at clamping down on Hamns, 
The s ummi t was^o useful as a 
means of testing Syria’s intentions. 
While reiterating his support for 
peace, as demonstrated tty Syria’s 
participation in the Madrid confer- 
ence, Assad has so for refused to 
meet Peres. He has also refused to 
condemn terrorism as long as a clear- 
cut definition of peace has not been 
reached. President Clinton had every 
interest in drawing Syria into a sum- 
mit whose agenda included con- 
demning its friend, Iran, as the main- 
stay of global terrorism, a country 
Peres described as "the centre of ter- 
rorism, foe centre of fundamentalism, 
foe centre of subversion... more dan- 
gerous than Nazism, because Hitler 
did not have nuclear weapons.” 
Actually, foe summit promoted a 
new definition of terrorism, iden- 
tifying it as foe most salient expres- 
sion of war in foe post-bipolar world, 
where regular armies have become 
largely redundant. Terrorism has be- 
come widespread because classical 
warfare is no longer possible in a 
planet that is gradually bang trans- 
formed into a global village. Terror- 


ism is warfar e not conducted by le- 
gitimate authorities but by forces em- 
anating from within — or outside — 
a giver) society, whether acting in foe 
open or secretly. Thus terrorist acts 
within any state can be orchestrated 
from outside that state, thanks to a 
close-knit alliance of forces actively 
engaged in tbe training and funding 
of terrorist groups, in foe mobilisation 
of recruits willing to lay down their 
lives for a cause and in the planning 
and execution of terrorist attacks. 
This alliance operates without regard 
to, indeed, often at cross-purposes 
with, .the geopolitical map of any giv- 
en region. In that sense, Hama* and 
Hezbollah can be a cover for certain 
states which are in foot res p onsible 
for the recent suicide bombing cam- 
paign. 

It was also hoped that the summit 
would strengthen Arafat’s resolve and 
encourage Wm to damp, down more 
harshly on militant extremists. But 
enforcing Arafat’s hand in fois way. 
could be co un terproductive, as great- 
er repression could ignite a Pal- 
estinian civil war with devastating 
consequences for an already divided, 
not to say fragmented, Arab world. 
The lack of a cohesive Arab strategy 
was highlighted by foe for from com- 
plete roll call of Arab sates at foe 
Sharm El-Sbeikh meeting, with some 
attending, some not invited in the 
first place for their alleged links with 
terrorism (Iraq, Sudan and Libya), 
some not represented by their leaders 
and some staying away altogether It 
would seem that the Arab-Israeli 
peace has sharpened inter-Arab divi- 
sions by displacing the contradictions 
which once operated between foe Ar- 
abs on one side and foe Israelis on 
tire other into Arab ranks. Tbe strains 
and stresses to which fois has ex- 
posed foe project of pan-Arabian . 
have not been alleviated try requiring 
foe Arabs to come together in a show 
of support for foe incumbent Israeli 
prime , minister, even if foe intention 


is to- bolster his chances of success 
against his Likud rival 
One aspect of the meeting that can- 
not be ignored is its endorsement of 
the anti-Iran stand of the US and Is- 
rael, who accuse Tehran of mas- 
terminding and bankrolling terrorist 
activities throughout tbe region. This 
endorsement carries an implicit re- 
buke of foe European Union's policy 
of conducting a “critical dialogue" 
with Tehran, aimed at preventing foe 
more extreme dements in Iran's 
power establishment from taking 
over. At a meeting of E u ropean for- 
eign ministers held in Palermo earlier 
this week, it was decided to send a 
troika of lugb-powded EU officials . 
to Iran, Libya and Syria to . press 
these countries to condemn terrorism 
openly — as well as to reaffirm Eur 
rope's commitment to tbe dialogue it - 
began with Iran in 1992. .; 

Another aspect "is fear although the 
summit reflects foe repugnance of foe 
international community at terrorism, 

its main achievement' in practical- 
t e rms has been foe creation of an in- 
telligence network to pool resources in 
foe fight again p f ^ te rrorism and foe' es- 
tablishment of channels for foe ex- 
change of information bdween the se- 
cret services of- foe countries which ; 
have committed themselves to the 
fight' ft is significant in fois respect 

ior CIA offieLls met fin- foe first time 
with representatives of foe Palestinian 
national Aufoarity, not just ofMossad, 
to coordtnate efibrts against Hamas. - 

In conclusion, it should be re- 
membered that there can be le- 
gitimate reasons to oppose the peace ' 
process, and that not all opposition 
necessarily implies siqjparthig terror- 
ism. As long as the conditions of 
peace are sharply tilted in favour of 
one party at foe expense of another, 
there can never be a jfcst peace, and 
resistance to an unfair peace arrange- 
ment, including violent resistance, 
cannot be condemned a priori. 


The convening of .^r*' .*"V 

foe Sharm EL t - 

Sheikh summit is. 

of particular ste- F5PT*! 

ni Seance . for 

many reasons. In 

accepting m- : • 

vitanons to at- , r 

tend, tiie. world 

leaders who trav- ( 

elled to Sharm 

El-Sheikh endorsed Egypt’s own 
position, which is to do everything 
m its power to promote the cause of 
peace, Peace-m the region is obvi- 
ously at the top of the international 
agenda. The role of the summit in 
advertising tins feet should not be 
’belittled. 

- The presence of so many world 
leaders atthe summit can serve 
only to underscore foe feet feat re- 
gional peace is not a matter of local 
choice, .but can. only be brought 
abont.T'ife foe support of tire entire 
international community. It will 
highlight* foe importance of adopt- 
ingn consistent approach to terror- 
ism, and spotlight the anomalies in- 
volved in terrorists fleeing from 
one country only to settle in another 
under foe pretext of political asy- 
lum. 

Certainly the meeting riiould pro- 
vide an arena to dispel the Western 
misamceptian that terrorism is 're- 
stricted solely to matters arising 
from religious conflicts. Ethnic ter- 
rorism is widespread in Europe and 
the US, while religious terrorism is 
not confined to Islam but is prac- 

inc hiding Jews and Christiana But 
unfortunately, when refe rri n g to ter- 
rorism, foe Western media has a ten- 
dency to use it as a synonym for Is- 
lamk fundamentalism. 

Tbe Sharm El-Sheikh summit 
will do a great service if it succeeds 
in shattering ti n s simple mis- 
conception. 


Based on an interview by Mohamed 
Salmawy. . 


*7 Ac t^redd *7 Aid TVeeA 


By Hassan Fouad Salvage operation 


NOT SURPRISINGLY, tbe 
main locus of attention of all 
papers this week was tbe 
Sharm El-Sheikh summit con- 
ference to boost the peace pro- 
cess and combat terrorism un- 
der the joint t^tairmnnship of 
Presidents Mubarak and Clin- 
ton. News of the summit dom- 
inated foe banner headlines of 
the papers for the post week. 

On Thursday, AJ-Ahram’s 
banner headline read: “Mu- 
barak rails for an 

international con- . __ 


“As tiie peace process moved 
forward, realising tangible 
achievements, reaching the fi- 
nal stage of bilateral agree- 
ments and negotiations over re- 
gional arrangements, the anti- 
peace forces became more de- 
termined to impede the peace 
process, divert n, or even bring 
it to a complete bait. 

“The feet of the matter is that 
there is not much difference 
between the Arab and Israeli 


violence against the Pal- 
estinians is seen as a justifica- 
tion for the existence of organ- 
isations likft Hanna*. * 1 
On Sunday Galal Dwkfer, 
editor-in-chief of AJ-Akbbar, 
wrote a from page article on 
the Sharm El-Sheikh summit, 
in which he said: “Despite the 
feet that the Sharm El-Sheikh 
conference is a welcome and 
positive step, the threat of ter- 
rorism should not be dealt wife 

in such a way as 

, to transform the 


violence and murder and even that each, citizen should have 

war, especially after Israel de- tbe right to publish a news- 

clared a ‘state of war’ giving it- paper and to express his opin- 
self the right to violate Pal- ion... The press law should be 
cstiman sovereignly. The world cleansed of stretchable ar- 


ferenc e to confront ‘ There is YlOt much difference be- conference into a 

FriSJ^ibrobhn* 1 tween the Arab and Israeli ex- ^of^SIbr 


has seen that all foe efforts to 
keep the peace track open and 
tbe peace agreements intact are 
liable to be destroyed.’' 

On Monday Ibrahim Nafie 
wrote a second article on the 
conference under foe headline: 
"The peacemakers confer- 
ence’'. . 

Another topic , _ 


tides.” 

On the same sufcgect, Salama 
Ahmed Safema wrote in his 
daily Al-Ahram col umn an 


The satirical writer Ahmed 
Rngab wrote in his front-page 
column in Akhlmr El-Yom: 
“Tbe Higher Constitutional 
Court has decreed that 19 laws 
were unconstitutional and 85 
articles in current laws were 
also unconstitutional. This puts 
the legislative authority nrwW 


Saturday: “Tbe positive side of foe spotlight for not studying 
foe new draft fer overshadows draft laws before 


tiie negative, ft shows that 
great efforts were made in ne- 


focm. ft shows tfntt 33pproval 
was obtained fer too quickly, in 
the dea d of nig ht 


Stiff’ camps. Despite the wide di- 

Abram, wrote in Vergence in views , they share a of suicide opera- 

^ge W ShlLf < S-" common objective: each benefits tl ‘^ bat - a ^ 

der foe title “Who fm-m tUa /flwftrirf mo mined is that the 


from the terrorist operations con- 

will stop the ma- , , _ _ , r conference should 


cbinery of barbaric ducted by the Other ’ 
terrorism which is 


threatening world _ _ 
peace?” ‘"What has 
happened in tbe past few 
months, from the assassination 
of Israeli Premier Yitzhak Ra- 
bin to foe last four Hamas Op- 
erations. raises great feats. It 
has become apparent that ex- 
tremist forces have tbe ability 
to endanger a peaceful settle- 
ment in foe Middle East These 
forces are able to divert peace 
efforts towards undesirable 
paths either by using new 
methods of violence or by di- 
recting blows at highly sen- 
sitive targets (as with Rabin's 
assassination), or by escalating 
violence to previously un- 
imaginable levels (as with the 
re cent Hamas operations). 


formulate a uni- 
Ibrahim Nafie fi “ i aand . 10 


which foe papSS! Despite the fact that the Sharm El- 

Sheikh conference is a welcome ^ 
law. in his back- step, the threat of terrorism should tion ai Cowt does 
SSkhba^F^ not be dealt with in such a way as *£ 

Ita*. to transform the conference into a 

welcome foe new mere demonstration of support for sembly/we sup- 
press law but we , ■ J gest that the con- 

wam to ehminate Israel sriturion 


extremist camps in tenns of the 
effects of their actions on tbe 
peace process. Despite foe 
wide divergence of views, they 
share a common objective. 
Each benefits from the terrorist 
operations conducted by foe 
other. 

Nafie concludes: “It now ap- 
pears that each side has an in- 
terest in preserving tiie ex- 
istence of foe other so as justify 
its own existence. Recent anal- 
yses suggest that Hamas, 
through its recent string of op- 


. - . tail terrorism and 
that each nation 
should shoulder its re- 
sponsibility in full. The sal- 
vaged peace should be com- 
prehensive and just for the 
entire region and not just Is- 
rael” 

On foe same day Mahfonz 
EF-Ansarl, editor-in-tftief of 
Al-Gomhnxia, wrote a front- 
page article entitled: "Mu- 
barak’s summit for raying 
peace — Sharm El-Sheikh is a 
beginning”. He said: “The 
world Etas cone to understand 
Mubarak’s message and ra- 


the loopholes with- 
in ft so as not to _____ 

give a chance to 

the enemies of freedom who 
want to gag mouths and cut 
tongues. We notice that the 
new law lacks an article abol- 
ishing the law [93] which as- 
sassinates the freedom of the 
press — die law which pro- 
voked public gpidon and was 
denounced by die whole na- 
tion. 

“While one article cancels 
preventative detention, another 


rotiating ft andpoints to a ‘po- 
litical compromise’ bet w een 
the journalists and the o fficial 
committee entrusted with pre- 
paring tbe draft. For tiie first 
time a dialogue took place be- 
tween government agencies 
and foe Press Syndicate to 
read) a formula ac ceptab l e to 
botiisideSL 

“The new draft lawxmcdled 
the preventative ■ detention of 


article permits the arrest of journalists but retained im- 
joumalists and their arraign- prisonment as a penalty for 


erations. has voted for the Is- ' vitatfon. It has anxiously wit- 
radi extreme right in tiie forth- nessed & e storms of anger and 


mem for investigation. .While publication offences, ft) this it 
one article prohibits censor- goes against a world trend to 


coming Israeli elections. 
Meanwhile, each act of Israeli 


hate sweeping the 'land of 
pane’ and expects waves of 


ship, another permits it under 
the Emergency Law. The 

cleaning of press freedom is 


caned prison sentences for 
crimes of opinion and publica- 
tion.’* 


gest that the con- 
stitution should be 

Galal Dwidar abdLfoed.” 

— In AJ- 

• Mnsnwar mag- 
9 - aane Editer-iD-Chief Mafcnun 
m Mohamed Ahmed wrote . a 
at three-page article entfflarf; 
““ ^ne library meeting and the 
st press law", in which he linked 
^ ■* a ® t P 1 ^ law and 

s Present Mubarak’s meeting 
» wtth authors and thinkers at the 
» Great Cairo library in Zam- 
aide. He wrote: “At foe Kbnny 
a meeting Mubarak’s clear bias 
i tor democracy was apparent by 

' everyone to- fiedy ex- 

5* P?®® foeir Opinions and falling 

rafoenx to criticise objectively 
“ JJ S^^Stiro™ serves foe 
. A1 * 0 a PParent was his 

fo ft ^ ppggg yp. 

tioids the nation's 
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The main objective of the 

- Shaun El-S heikh s ummit 
had, perhaps, already been 

- achieved before wodd 
leaders descended on the 
southern Sinai resort town. 
Hamas schools, hospitals 
and offices have already 
been closed down, while 

. Hamas activists, particular- 
ly those cm the CIA’s want- 
ed list, have all been de- 
tained. In short. Harass, - 
. having shown itself ca- 
• pable of potentially de- 
railing the peace process 
has had its wings severely 
clipped. 

Yet foe measures against 
Hamas taken by foe Pal- 
estinian National Authority 
(PNA) both done, and in 
conjunction with Israeli 
forces, have cost Arafat 
dearly. Israel’s blockade of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
has resulted in incredible 
hardships for the Pal- 
estinian population, who 
face difficulty pr o c urin g 
even enough-food to eaL 

Yet important questions 
' need to be asked: To what 
‘ extent have foe recent 
counter measures suc- 
ceeded in uprooting ex- 
tremist elements in foe Pat 
estinian opposition? Audio 
what extent will it be pos- 
sible to bring a halt to pro- 
vocative Israeli special op- 
erations, such as foe 
assassinations of Fatiti El- 
Shalralri and Yebia Ayya&h, 
which trigger counter- 
violence and provide jus- 
tification for terrorist acts? 

The Shun El -Sheikh 
summit may have not pro- 
vided answers to these 
questions. Its major 

- achievement, however, has 
been its contribution to- 
wards reviving the threat- 
ened peace process be- 
tween the PNA and Israel, 
though it is untikely fast 
foe summit' wfljLxesBjtMn.-.- 

. any concrete progress until 
after the Israeli elections, 
except maybe for foe 
■ • amendment of the ‘ Pal- . 

- estiman National Charter. 

One anticipated result of 
the summit is an ^improve- 
ment in the Israeli prime 
minister’s electoral stand- 
ing which plummeted in 
the wake of the Hamas sui- 
cide bombings. It was, in- 
deed, probably concern 
over Peres’s election pros- 
pects that prompted Pres- 
ident Clinton’s *n dden visit 
. to Israel, where he attended 
an Israeli cabinet meeting 
and thereby marked a new 
. phase in American-Isradi 
, relations. 

To constitute a real meet- 

- ing of peacemakers, foe 
Sharm El-Sheikh minm it 
should by lights have in- 
cluded both Syria and Leb- 
anon, particularly gjveri the 
fact that acts of violence on 
the Lebanese borders con- 
tinued unabated even while 
the meeting was m session. 
Certainly Washington 
could have taken foe in- 

" idative in encouraging Syr- 
ia to attend, i«Bawng an in- 
vitation while at foe same 
, time removing Syria from 
■ its list of states sponsoring 

- terrorism. Reviving Israeli- 
Syrian negotiations is, after 
.all, part and parcel of con- 

’ sotidating peace and secur- 
ity in foe re^on. 

Yet putting such con- 
cerns aside, foe level of 
participation at the summit 
reflects deepening inter- 
national concern over foe 
danger of deittfibfliting con- 






Aids in foe Middle East. 

Peace is a fragile tiring. It 
- can be derailed by a single 
1 crisis. Nor is this foe first 
ome it has been threatened. 
Yet what distinguishes the 
present crisis from earlier 
, ones is that Israel was hit 
, within its headers. Before it 
has been necessary simply 
to appease die Arabs, and 
encourage thee? to per- 
■ severe with foe peace pro- 
■ pegs. This time Israel was 
‘ itsdffoe site of tite crisis. 

We have been given a 
salutary reminder of foe 

fragility of peace in foe re- 

pm. And protecting that 
pence cannot be the sole re- 
sponsibility of Arafat and 
foe pna. President Mur 
• bank deserves evssy credit 
far exerting such efforts to 
involve other world leaders 
in foe rescuing of peace. 
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Resurrecting the peace 

The promise of Middle East peace wifi not be surrendered. Sharm El-Sheikh 
showed that fanaticism will not dictate the future, writes Abdel-Moneim Said 


By the time tins issue of Al-Ahmm Weekly hits the streets, the 
Ingest summit ever held in foe Middle East for peace making, 
or otherwise, will have crane to as rod. Aside freon the declara- 
tions and media hype, it will be some time before the summit's 
success or fethxre mil become apparent. Thecoteria forjudging 
its outcome are no less elusive man the promotion, in feet foe 
resurrection, of the Middle East peace process, and the halting 
of terrorism in foe region, particularly in IsraeL Only few weeks 
ago progress towards peace seemed to be on a rising trajectory. 
But recent events put paid to that 

Only a few weeks ago, the Middle East seemed like a prom- 
ising place to live. It was promising to foe degree that many 
Middle East countries stinted to market themselves inter- 
nationally for investment and tourism, ft was Israel, in par- 
ticular, that launched a worldwide campaign calling for in- 
vestors to come to the promised land. The reasons for optimism 
were weft.lmnwn. The peace process in the Middle East looked 
successful. Israel and the FLO bad come to an agreement in 
Taba and Washington, and the second stage of the Oslo agree- 
ment had been implemented. Town after town greeted Yasser 
Arafat with a welcoming cheer that culminated in the Pal- 
estinian elections, which looked like a serious first step on the 
road to tfaclong fougfat-after Palestinian state. For foe first time, 
legitimacy was granted by foe people far a process. that longed 
for acceptance. Eveq foie opposition, headed by Hamas, was 
willing to ‘ grve the 'peace process the benefit of the doubt and 
some.ofils members crossed over to join in the party. 

On tite other side of the green lme, the Israeli peace camp, 
headed by Shimon Peres, held a comfortable lead in the ap- 
proach to the Israel elections in May. The assassination of Ra- 
hmby an Israeli fanatic ironically boosted Peres’s position; the 
right wing party, Likud, was on the defensive and in retreat; 
and the toaeJi-Syrian negotiations were resumed in Wye Plan- 
tation, after a long hah. Moreover, the Israeli-Jardanian peace 
seemed quite warm; and the economic sannirit in Amman made 
tiie vision for a new Middle East seem real, particularly after 
Cairo decided to host foe next economic meeting by foe end of 
tiie year. AH in all, foe Middle East seemed to be approaching 
an era full of the promise not only of peace, but also ot econom- 
ic cooperation. Most promising of all was a document leaked to 
foe press indicating foe existence of an Israeli-Patestiman un- 
derstanding on Palestinian final status, which would grant the 
Palestinia ns their n*p*gtwvnt 

However, it seems that the rising trajectory fin- peace and 
prosperity in tiie Middle East was strong enough for certain in- 
terests to try and stop it, before they were damaged and the ide- 


ln only two weeks, the climate in the area changed so rad- 
ically that foe London Economist asked: “Is the Middle East 
peace process slipping into history?” And tiie answer was: ”11 
could be.” Four Hamas suicide bombings in foe heart of Israel 
claimed 60 lives and sparked a wave of hate culminating in the 


Israelis taking up the chant of “death to tiie Arabs”. The rest of 
die stray is by now well known. The PA was blamed and 
pushed to use undemocratic means to stamp an Hamas’s polit- 
ical and military base. Israeli soldiers swarmed into West Bank 
villages, punishing the families and neighbours of suicide 
bombers and suspected terrorists alike in a wave of collective 
punishment The Likud leadership seemed to be destined for 
power, with all its consequences for Israel and the region. Op- 
position to peace in Israel and the Arab world could con- 
gratulate itself. Seldom had terrorism been more effective. 

Yet, it seems also that tire peace process in foe Middle East is 
not as fragile as many in foe opposition ot* both sides had im- 
agined. The peace process has created interest in a future much 
brighter than bad been envisaged in foe past. The first signal 
came from Palestine. Palestinian demonstrators took to the 
streets, for the first time denouncing tire “terrorism” of Hamas. 
Fra the first time since foe creation of Israel, Palestinians had 
caught a glimpse of freedom and independence; they were not 
going to surrender those possibilities to violent gangs. Their 
support fra the PA in its bleak times was overwhelming. 

And after the great shock, the peace camp in Israel started to 
comprehend the dire consequences of a new war that could be 
much nastier than past conflicts. Israeli demonstrators with 
“peace now” signs went on the streets. Polls again showed a 
lead for Peres over LQoidleader Benyanrai Netanyahu. 

And tiie peace camps an both sides were not alone in foe re- 
gion or in foe world. It was obvious to regional and world pow- 
ers that there was a need fra a bold Step to scramble back to 
sanity, and to boost tiie morale of peace supporters in Israel and 
Palestine. In Egypt and the United States in particular, tiie 
stakes were high- Egypt was foe country that initiated foe peace 
process when President Sadat made his courageous move to put 
the Middle East on a new road. It was Egypt that invested heav- 
ily in Israeli- Palestinian peacemaking. It was Egypt, despite all 
foie claims of foe decline of its regional role, which remains foe 
country that can tip the regional balance fra peace or war. And 
this time, Egypt could not accept that the fate of foe entire re- 
gion should be in the hands of fanatical groups. Fra tiie United 
States, the stakes were even higher. Taking tiie fbifocoming 
presidential election into consideration, foe current administra- 
tion could not waste the hard labour of four previous ad- 
ministrations, Democratic as well as Republican. 

So foe idea of the Shann El-45beikh summit was bom, and re- 
ceived massive support The signal the summit was to give was 
to show the would-be terrorists of peace that, in the aid, they 
cannot win. They may succeed in a few operations, but they 
cannot turn the Middle East bade foam the road to peace. The 
success of die summit in the long tens wfll depend on its ability 
to put that signal into operation, and its ability to remain vig- 
ilant and avoid complacency. Old habits may die brad in the re- 
gion, but there is no choice now but to keep moving towards 
the new future. 


* 



Divergent aims 

There could be no more appropriate meeting place for world 
leaders pursuing the cause of peace than the Sinai resort of 
Sharm El-Sheikh. Fra though the choice of the summit’s loca- 
tion was made, primarily, with security considerations in mind, . 
those familiar with tiie history of Shar m El-Sheikh could not J 
fail to agree that its name is inextricably linked with peace. i 

Shann El -Sheikh first enme to world attention when Gamal l 
Abdel-Nasser banned Israeli ships from passing through the ; 
straights of Than, triggering the 1967 war. But it was Egyp- 
tian-lsraeli peace which, over a decade later, transformed this 
desolate stretch of the Sinai coast into a thriving sea resort 

The haste with which yesterday's summit was convened 
highlighted the divergent nature of its aims. Some believed its 
primary objective was to promote Israel’s security and provide 
it with Arab and European backing in liquidating Hamas and 
diminishing Iran’s regional role, while others suspected that 
the summit was intended to bolster the position of die Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres in the polls. It was suggested, 
also, that foe meeting could be being used to improve President 
Clinton’s domestic standing in the forthcoming American elec- 
tions. 

Egypt, though, looked to the summit meeting as an op- 
portunity to salvage die peace process by addressing those ob- 
stacles in its path, including the roles played 
by Hamas's and Iran, and including also Is- 
raeli procrastination in the peace process and 
the severe financial dilemmas faced by the gjfcgf’jgi 
PNA that have so far prevented Palestinians 
from reaping any of foe supposed dividends 
of peace. 

Though it will be some time before we feel f j . 
die full fall-out of foe summit, from such a 
close perspective it does appear that Israel 
will be the main beneficiary. We can expect ra*^** 1 *' 
foe identity of other beneficiaries to emerge - 

in the next few days. 


This week's Soapbox speaker is a senior Al- 
Ahram columnist. 


Saiah 

Montasser 


Picking up the pieces 

Rewarding movement towards peace and sanctioning its enemies can 
still save the peace process, argues Mona Makram Ebeid 


As heads of state and government mobilised this 
week to salvage the Arab-Israeli peace process, 
amidst a wave of anti-peace terro ri sm and fears of 
a Likud victory in the forthcoming Israeli elections, 
many conflicting questions have arisen. 

Has Shimon Peres committed the greatest mis- 
calculation in his political career by opting for ear- 
ly elections? Will they spell foe aid of foe peace 
process? In this case, what will the regional polit- 
ical landscape look like, and what are the possible 
alternatives to the peace process, should it col- 
lapse? Will we then witness a return to the “no war 
no peace” situation which prevailed before Mar 
drid? Will the rapid deterioration of events lead to 
a military confrontation between Syria and Israel? 
Or even worse, will a stalled peace lead to side- 
conflicts and civil wars among die advocators of 
peace? Will the United States be able to take the 
political initiative and reactivate the “peace al- 
liance” in the region? 

It was foe bloody events of tiie past two weeks, 
further aggravating an already tense situation, 
which projected these questions onto tiie region. 
The new reality indicates that the Middle East 
peace process is indeed fragile. Any false move, 
any tactile statement; instantly revives all the old 
recriminations and threatens the delicate web of ne- 
gotiations and agreements that together make up 
the peace process. 

Thus, a harsh reality is revealed: in spite of the 
great hopes engendered by foe peace process and its 
much celebrated achievements, it appears to be at a 
tragic impasse — not a total collapse, because some 
aspects of foe process are irreversible. But before 
moving forward, we need first to understand the in- 
ternal dynamics governing foe Israeli and Pal- 
estinian societies. We also need to understand their 
relationship with each other and to recognise that 
they have enteral a new phase. And within this new 
phase, the dynamic is that of a downward spiral. In 
this situation, peace itself is the biggest loser. 

On tiie other hand, the pressure imposed an foe 
Palestinians to almost exclusively propel die pro- 
cess forward has made them feel the victims of an 
asymmetry of power that has marked their entire 
political history. Today Israelis can travel mare 
freely throughout the region Their isolation has 
ended. The number of Arab and Muslim states that 
recognise Israel has expanded from two to 14. Mul- 
tilateral talks take place on a regular basis. Yet to- 
day Israelis are afraid to walk down foe streets of 
Tel Aviv. The fact is that the foundations of the ed- 


ifice of Middle East peace were never completed 
— in fact they are crumbling. 

The problem today is not episodic violence or foe 
dangerous signs of dvd conflict It is that both foe 
Israelis and the Pal estinians are weary. They are 
losing hope that the peace process wfll ever suc- 
ceed. That is why the international c ommunity 
must address the needs of both Palestinians end Is- 
raelis in an objective maimer. By agreeing to meet 
in Sharm El -S heikh to buttress the peace process, 
the international community has indicated that it 
remains committed to seeing the process through 
till a final settlement is reached. 

Today, the process is distorted to a large extent, 
because pressure has been imposed from one side. 
There is a link between the inability of tile Pal- 
estinian leadership to exercise control and the fact 
that land and water rights have not been returned to 
them. There is also a link between the inability of 
the Pales tinian Authority to collect revenues and 
the fact that impedi ment s to economic develop- 
ment are as real today^Tthey woe during tiie oc- 
cupation, since free movement is denied to Pal- 
estinians in the West Bank and Gaza. When the 
borders are closed, not only are workers kept out, 
but goods do not leave or enter the territories. 

It is difficult to promote economic development 
and investment when you are unable to guarantee 
that you can import or export on any given day and 
when you cannot get foe requisites for develop- 
ment On the other band, Israel has a series of real 
problems as a result of its internal political debate 
which is currently driven by foe right wing. These 
are foe issues that need to be addressed in Sharm 
El-Sheikh. The process can still be salyaged_but it 
requires the intervention of external parties. 

So the role of foe United States, the international 
community, and Egypt, which has played such an 
integral role in the Middle East peace process, 
should go beyond a commitment The international 
community must provide not only a stronger and 
clearer vision of the future, but incentives and cor- 
rective measures that would indicate that when 
people move forward there are rewards, and when 
they move backwards, there are sanction s. 

The “war for peace” has in fact started, and it 
helps to recall what foe United States cautioned 
against a few months ago, when it declared to the 
Syrians and the Israelis that foe lack of concrete 
progress on the Syrian-Israeli track before the end 
of foe year (1995) would render tiie region open to 
any eventuality. 


eiCecUoHt By 


Hani Shukrallah- 


Hamas in the war of civilisations 


What is Hamas’ strategy, and will it succeed ? 
Wrecking the Isr^rPalertin«m peace accords 
seems rather a narrow objective, which, in- 
deed, Hamas appeared close to achieving. But 
what does this have to do with correcting the 
grave injustices which these accands have in- 
stalled as law, to virtually universal approval 
and celebration? I believe, nothing. 

Having said this, however, me cannot dis- 
miss the recent waveof suicide bombings: Je- 
rusalem, Ashkekm, and a week lata, Je- 
rusalem, Tel Avrv, as a mere exercise in 
destructive futility. The highly selective eu- 
phemism, terrorism, provides an easy solution 
for foie need to explain. R evokes images of 

mindless and bloodthirsty ‘fanaticism, which 
among a Weston audience, are loaded with a 
deqdy-ngsreined, and daily r ep ro dne e d, racist 
view afArabs and Muslims. Hamas violence, 
inthKview.isselfexpl^ 
very nature of tiie suicide bombers as Arabs 
and- Muslims. A “profound” explanation, de- 
riving from this view, will teed to lecture on 
the “fandamcotar concepts of Jihad and mar- 
tyrdom in Mam, neglecting to mention that 
similar operations were until a few years ago 
— and occasionally even now — conducted 
by both Christian and Muslim fighters of such 
Marxist Palestinian organisations as the PFLP 
andtheDFLP. Indeed, neglecting to mention 
that it was none otherfoan tiie late WadieHad- 


terroi”, has evoked little concern for anything 
but the “peace process". 

Western commentators and journalists, who 
have no hesitation in criticising human rights 
vio lations in states’ confrontation with Islamist 
militants in such countries as Egypt and Al- 
geria, did not even seem to recognise the facT 
font mass administrative d etentions , curfews, 
the arrest of relatives of suspects, foe sealing 
and destruction of homes, involve human 
rights' issues. No one seemed to notice that, so 
faros Israel is concerned, tirae is not even the 
pretense that the Palestinians are anything but 
a subject population, with whom the occupa- 
tion state can do as it pleases, and as its “secur- 


Qnlyradsm can explam this particular Mind- 


fop ffrrt that anti-Arab, anti-Pale stinian racism 
helps alleviate a purely Weston guilt of a pre- 
vious end bloody racism, agamst the Jews. For 
tiie Palestinians, this virtually universal Mind- 
Dess to their suffering malms. that suffering 

doubly intense. It creates a psychological cti- 
mate whereby you other address Mad and foe 
West on their own terms, through the “peace 
processing” discourse, thus conceding that Is- 
raelis are much more equal than Palestinians, 
or yon do not address mem at aH When the 
price of Israeli and international sympathy ts 
foe dr"iai of one’s own human dignity and 


to such ‘intrinsically'’ European groups as tiie 
Orman Bader-Manboff group and me TtnKan 
Red Brigade, who esfabMedfhe uatfitioD of 

Palm fi ni tt n "te mwwm" 1 .' 

A first and starkly obvious level of explana- 
tion for the bombings lies in the fact of coo- 
tinning occupation and nation^ oppresses. 
What is raxtmkable here is not the lack of ev- 
idence, bat foe insistent blindness of almost 
everyone in tiie face of overwbrimmg r»- 
idaace. Apartheid, whose presence in South 
Africa was nmvexsalfy condemned fur dec- 
ades, is being hailed in Palestine as a triumph 


Equally, it sets an ideological climate for 


trial of the other is practically a kneojeric re- 
Bctioa to that other’s incessant denial of Pal- 
estinians and Arris. Israeli and Western 
responsibility isno solace, however. Armed at- 
tacks against civilians, as I noted m my pre- 
vious column, are immoral whether they are 
made by foe oppressors or the oppressed, and 

^respective of the blatant hypocrisy with which 


has been equally remarkable daring .foe past 
wedc that to file frenzy of moral ifflSgoatioa 
Inflowing the Hamas operations, the Israeli ie- 


*s war against Hamas 


. Bat besides their inherent immorality, such 
attacks imp ly bad strategic choices, whether 
they are successful ar.not And this bringsus to 
a second level on which Hamas’s strategy can 
be understood. For these are not merely in- 
dividual acts by desperate, brutahsed and hu- 


mfliateri men, who, driven by a deep sense of 
injustice, lash out viciously and in- 
discriminately against their oppressors. The 
latter may explain the personal, and be- 
wildering, act of the suicide bomber, but it fads 
to explain the choices of political leaders who 
order these acts, and who issue statements 
claiming reqwnsibility for them. On this level 
1 believe Hamas’ strategy to be cynical in tire 
short term, abhorrent in foe long term, and that, 
in both foe short and long terms, it tangs tbe 
Palestinian people no closer to winning their 
liberation and hmdamental national and hu- 
man rights. 

Wrecking tbe Oslo Accords, as I printed out 
at the outset of this column, cannot be an aim 
in itself The criteria fir assessment of foe 
bombings, from foe perspective of the Pal- 
estinian struggle for liberation, is whether 
wrecking Oslo in this maimer brings that strug- 
gle closer to fruition, Tbe mechanism Hamas 
is (k^eralmg onto destroy Oslo makes the an- 
swer to this question patently n^ative. For it is 
not the Palestmians who are bring called upon 
to abrogate Oslo, through winmng wider rights 
and powers than are stipulated by the agree- 
ment, but the Israelis, and tins not through elic- 
iting greater Israeli sympathy for the Pal- 
estinian cause, but by strengthening tiie hand 
of racism, arrogance and oppresscc within Is- 
raeli society. 

I do not believe that Hamas’ leaders are so 
naive as to bdieve that strengthening tiie Likud 
and tiie extreme Israeli right is tantBrnramt to 
impr oving the chances for Palestinian self- 
determination, especially since there is no 
question that such acts wtfl equally strengthen 
the Palestinian people’s level of conscioiis- 

ness, organisation and struggle, so as to offset 
tiie vicious repression and hatred unleashed 
against them by IsraeL On the contrary, such 
individual acts of violence tend as a role topo- 
Mcalfy disarm an oppressed people; trans- 
forming them into helpless and demoralised 

Suffering tin* tnritcPTnTttnalt* width 

of tire oppr e sso r, without tiie ability to resist in- 
creased repression, not to speak of escalating 
tiie struggle. This is even more clear in tiie case 

at hand, wrm tbe Hamas bombings coming at a 
time when the majority of Priestini&ns in the 


West Bank woe; for better or worse, emitting 
a collective sigh of relief over the reductio n of 
direct Israeli militaiy oppression. 

This, in fact, leads me to the condusitm that 
wrecking Oslo was not really the main short- 
term objective of the Hamas leadership in or- 
dering foe bombings. Rather, it seems to me; 
tbe Hnroac: leadership is first and foremost con- 
cerned with making political cash out of its 
ability to act tbe spoiler. They appear to be at- 
tempting this in two ways: One, which seemed 
to be confirmed by last week’s vt ut amant de- 
claring the Qass&m mil i tar y wing's decision to 
surrender its arms and explosives to the Pal- 
estine National Authority (PNA), is to improve 
Hamas’s bargaining position vis4-vis the 
PNA. A big gamble was obviously involved 
here, and, in view of foe massive campaign un- 
leashed agamst Hamas and tiie Sharm El- 
Sbeflch summit, it has backfired terribly. For 
foe mixziem at least; and most likely lbr same 
time to come, Arafat wfll be in no position to 
deal wifo Hamas or give ft greater space within 
the power structures of foe self-rule territories, 
but rather the opposite is true. 

A longer, and sura 1 , plan seems to have been 
tbe creation of a situation wherein foe whole 
Oslo femnita is either so grossly violated by Is- 
rael as to become redundant, or to collapse 
through a Likud victory in foe coming eleo 
tions. Oslo, however, is here a necessary victim 
for the real objective, which is to discredit Ar- 
afat and the PNA, to identify them completely 
with the Israeli occupation and with Israeli re- 
pression, even to bang about their downfall, 
thus creating new and expanded space for Ha- 
mas’ political and ideological influence in 
Gaza and tire West Bank. Tbe strategy is thus 
one of using Israeli mechanisms to achieve 
purdyintrn-PalestiiMno In both cas- 

es the Hamas leadership reveals a coosdexable 
degree of political cynicism. Not surprising 
when ooeiwaDs that Hamas, after all, was first 
nurtured by foe Israeli occupation authorities 
with foe of off-setting foe nationalist otyl 
leftist trends which set tiie terms for tiie Pal- 
estinian struggle throughout the *708. 

In foe long term, the Hamas project is foe 
flip-side of the Zionist project It takes Israel at 
its own word, as an embodiment of Jewish 


identity and pits against it an equally religious 
and no less mythical Muslim identity. Muslims 
around foe world are to be pitted in perpetual 
war against Jews around the world. A Muslim 
identity stands in ever-lasting co n fro n t ati on 
with a Judeo-Cfaristian identity. 

As it happens, foe so-called Judeo-Christian 
world is immensely more powerful than the 
Muslim world, and Kkely to remain so fbr dec- 
ades to come. Thus the only practical man- 
ifestation of this “war of crviHaatians” will be 
to set tbe stage for Islamist take-overs in foe 
Muslim countries themselves. Tbe US, its 
Wes tern allies and Israel use the heaven-sent 
“Islamic threat" to flex their muscles, unleash 
poll-wiiming punitive campaigns, seal shut tbe 
cradcs within their own societies and amongst 

their> a and intensify their rinmmwice, irrilftet y, 

economic and political, over tbe Arab and Is- 
lamic worlds. The Islamists point and say: 
“we told you so”. 

Tbe great paradox in tins scenario is that 

such potential Islamist take-overs will not un- 
leash the 'holy war 1 , so dreaded by Western 
commentators, agBirw± Israel and die West. 
Rather, I have not foe slightest doubt, the “two 
sides”, wbfle mainta i ning their mutnal ethnic, 
cultural and religious antipathies — each af- 
firming foe other's dearty-hdd “identity” — 
will, eventually, come to do business. 

It is merely a scenario. It is not an in- 
evitability. Prechidmg it wiH depend, among 
other tilings, on tiie ability of tiie Palestinians, 
with their i nexhaustible reservoirs of courage 
and determination, to evolve a strategy that 
provides a genuine alternative both to capitula- 
tkaiism and to ultimately futile and morally 
rcprchensfole exclusivism. Such a strategy, in 
my view, implies winmng foe support of large 
sections of Israelis, through struggle not 
through capitulation; through a discourse of 
liberation and not one of “peace processing”; 


not of our allegedly iosunnotmtable differ- 
ences and opposition. 

Admittedly, all this seems mmahnig of 
a utopian vision at foe moment. Not more 
so, however, than seeking genuine libera- 
tion and justice through either foe Oslo, or 
the Hamas, path. 


- * 
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A portrait of Roxanne Sbohdi Attiya, late gallerv owner and wife of the leftist leader — one among many portraits by photographer Randa Shaath exhibit- 
ed under the title Profiles at the Sony Gallery (see Listings). Most received their first public showing alongside profiles published in AI-Ahram Weekly 


Deep blue 
nightmares 


David Blake floats to light 


The Croup Indigo: Pascal Gourgartd 
(baritone) Edmond Hurtrait (tenor). 
Frederic Lair ( counter tenor). Cilles 
Safari t (tenor). Dominique Godin (pi- 
ano): Small Hall. Cairo Opera House: 
5 March 

Why ship an idol? To see what is un- 
derneath. But some idols strip better 
than others. And you certainly have to 
be an idol of some sort to stand up to 
these musical Indigos. Nothing gets 
sent up by them though everything 
comes down. 

Up on stage there is 
blackness, a void, a 
shadow box con- 
taining lunatics — 
four men and a pi- 
anist There is 
enough light to see 
their bodies and to af- 
ford a full view of 
their animated dem- 
olition job on every- 
thing that catches 
their fancy. And 
their fancy covers a 
wide range: Gersh- 

win and the fox-trot 
the submarine areas 
around the Lindbergh 
Baby, Dancing on Me 
in a Damp Light, Be- 
ing Together with 
Rita and the Harry 
Lime waltz, early Or- 
son in tulle, sapphires 
and with a gun. One 
person, Move Over 
Big Man. goes by 
with a plastic bag hill 
of poisoned lollies. 

All this is sung. We 
leave behind the 
Land of Lilacs and 
Roses to have cham- 
pagne with Proud 
Mary but without a 
Beailc in sight 
Street style gassed 
the Beatles, leaving 
them out in the suburbs. Wc are al- 
most home now with Tootsie, or was it 
Totty. into the belly of the Big. Big, 
City. 

But nothing blue. No visceral dirt. 
Not a drop of anything left over from 
the party next door. 

The Indigos, blue by name, are not so 
by nature- They are happy-mad, one 
leg in Bach, another in Sting, with no 
intent to wound. They are too witty to 
wound, but delicious. The four men 
who performed the mayhem are the 
same height, tall, wiry and severe, in 
Godfather-black suits. They are a cra- 
zy cross- visual history of A1 Pacino do- 
ing a rumba with Jean Seberg. They 
have a throw-out gallic grace. Each has 
a classical background. They perform 


in exalted places, in quite other me- 
diums than this one. early Baroque, 
18th century songs, festivals of new' 

music and at the Paris Opera. 

One of the tenors could have stood in 
for Nadir in the recent Cairo Opera pro- 
duction of The Pearl Fishers. In this 
show they scream and whine and im- 
itate traffic noises, but it is all backed 
up by a vocal technique and you hear 
the words they sing, whether in French. 
English or New Guinean. They go over 
all the tops — and then stop. 



The Group Indigo 


Indigo being deep blue dust, you 
could easily choke, tliough nut with 
these discure — their riming and their 
high gloss would never permit them to 
overstay a welcome. 

And they certainly bad one. a big au- 
dience. whistling and stamping, with 
slow clapping for good measure. The 
audience wanted more, but had been 
given enough. The piano might have 
continued, but surely not the four boys. 
Any longer and they would be dead. 
Their energy output for the brief hour 
and a half was pulverising. 

They did amusing things with long 
veils of sound, rapid cackling*, all in 
tune, followed by quietly integrated 
items with craze — good night vespers 
which turned out to be mad scenes 


Everything done had a firm place 
somewhere in the music establishment. 
It was prized out like the pips from an 
over-ripe fruit, freshened up and de- 
livered anew with irony and comment. 

They are so clever. Best to know 
your musical geography when you are 
confronted by them. They deliver a 
strip festival. The items they do go 
black and blue, but the light that shines 
on them is pure white. 

Cairo Symphony Orchestra: Favorites 
6: Dukas, L 'apprenii 
sorcier; Schov- 

takovitch. Concerto 
no I for cello and 
orchestra, op 107. 
Mahmoud Abdel- 

Aziz (soloist): Bizet. 
La Craiide Suite 
d Arlesicnne (suites 
I and 2): conductor. 
Gerard Akoka, Main 
Hall. Cairo Optra 
House: S March 

Fifty years ago. in 
1 946, the Humpty 
Dumpty figure of 
European music was 
blown off its wall. 
Now after half a cen- 
tury. they have still 
not put him together 
again. The difficult 
process is to piece 
the broken mosaic, 
tough as the roots of 
an old oak tree, into 
a form, new but re- 
lated to the tradi- 
tional. A figure is 
taking shape slowly, 
cracks and alL 
Sotne musicians 
have the knack of 
mending Humpty. 
some not. Gerard 
Akoka. one of the 
best musicians to 
visit Cairo, has it. 
His visits always bring delight, sadly to 
a nituiII audience. 

Akoka is almost invisible. He comes 
out before an audience, there's a con- 
tact. but nothing intense. The moment 
he begins to conduct his effect is felt. 
Whatever it is. he has a way of his 
uwn. The big effects are there and he 
can build tremendous fertissimi. The 
velvety tones he uses are few, but al- 
ways the music comes as original. He 
enjoys a build up into which he puts 
endless variations. The pieces played 
seem suspended out of time. Tempo? 
Speedy and forthright. Nuance? Al- 
ways adjusted to the big overview. He 
is never formal, but has a tight gnp on 
the whole proceeding A genuine con- 
ductor. 


The Dukas Sorcerers ■ Apprentice 
was not played for huge build ups, but 
Akoka had* the orchestra soar and 
sweep in big movements to tell the sto- 

L of the apprentice and the watery 
id he unleashes. Big things oc- 
curred. but it was the ending, the soft 
radiance of the humour and under- 
standing for the entire story which gave 
out the love Akoka felt for this favorite 
chestnut 

The showpiece of the evening came 
next the Cello concerto no. 1. op 107 
of Schostakovilch. Ibis is one of the 
peaks of all string concertos, a mysteri- 
ous thing full of tragedy, dread, doubt 
cross-currented by .conflicting emo- 
tions. some extended for long mo- 
ments. others breaking off. leaving the 
listener in the air. Nothing in the four 
movements ever concludes or actually 
states. 

The cello chatters, intones, gossips, 
meditates, repeats itself, buzzes like a 
bee. sometimes angry, sometimes re- 
signed. but always on the move. Then 
it slops, thinking a silence. The rime 
seems an eternity. A little like Hamlet, 
so much to say. so little time to do it in. 

Technically the instrument has huge 
difficulties, all of which were nego- 
tiated with ease and majesty by Mah- 
moud Abdel -Aziz. He made an heroic 
performance which held the audience 
in a spell, especially during the si- 
lences. Akoka kept the entire thing in 
this rapt hush. This was an achieve- 
ment. And then came the long, soft 
third movement 

Cairo is a strange city. So few people 
there to hear this performance of beau- 
ty'. shape and atmosphere, one of 
Schostakovitch’s most sublime works. 
This slow movement takes us and the 
cello where we have never been before 
— somewhere on the slide, off balance 
and unknown. This and other pieces by 
Schosiakovitcb shattered Soviet music 
and made its creator an object of irrita- 
tion to a regime not noted for tolerance. 
He paid the price but wc have the 
piece. Mahmoud Abdel- Aziz and Ako- 
ka gave us a gist of the secret, but no 
more — there is nothing more to give. 
So it stops like a shudder, suddenly, 
sliding into the gloom. 

Then came two suites which gave 
some idea of the main incidental music 
from La Grande Suite l' Arlesicnne, Bi- 
zet’s confrontation with yet another un- 
successful libretto. The story has gone 
but the music stays. Blzetion melodies 
float about the tunes. Light beat and 
pleasure everywhere. 

The concert ended with a tong two 
storied arrangement, a bel canto tune of 
elegiac grandeur over a murmuring 
base, introducing another myth into the 
suite. Sonna. Bi/et died before he 
could further chastise Verdi and Wag- 
ner. Some composer 


Art 


There is a story that is often told 
about the American poet HD. 
who happened to be in Vienna 
on that fateful March day in 
1938 when Austria was an- 
nexed by Germany. She was on 
her way to artend a performance 
of Das Roscnktnalier at the 
Staatsopcr, The performance 
was cancelled And so she tore 
her ticket into lirtle pieces, in- 
tending to mail them to W H 
Auden and his band of left- 
wing poets so that they would 
understand what life was really 
like under fascism. Whether the 
story is apoayphal or not is 
hardly important. What matters 
is that it is indicative of an at- 
titude. an impression that in- 
forms our understanding of the 
inter- war years. 

The two decades between 
1918 and 1938 have undergone 
a tremendous telescoping. Ge- 
ography. no less than chro- 
nology. has been reduced to a 
mood, and nowhere more so 
than in centra! Europe. Vienna. 


A kiss is 
still a 


directed by Sarah Enani and 
performed at El-Hanager. at- 
tempts a distillation of that 
mood and in doing so engages 
in the kind of telescoping rhut is 
its hallmark 

In some ways Vienna i* no 
more — nor less — than a cos- 
tume drama. The particular cos- 
tumes are drawn from the paint- 
mas of Gustav Klimt, who was 
himself dead by 1918. Such 
anomalies, though, arc un- 
important No one in Vienna 
would be listening lo Edith Piaf 
during the period of the An*ch- 
I us*. But once again periods, 
just like countries can be made 
to overlap, siikc what i» being 
created is an ambiance. 

The minimal set is dominated 


Nigel Ryan on a theat- 
rical attempt to recreate the 
moods of pre-war Vienna 


by the presence of a screen on 
which are projected the by nou 
iconic images of se/«s.sionN 
V ienna. Klimt's losers embrace 
in their celebrated Kiss. And in 
front of the projection two other 
lovers — Carolecn Khalil and 
M chained Shindi — embrace, 
though they arc separated by a 
quarter of a century . 

Klimt’s aeSbcticism was al- 
ways tempered by the less at- 
tractive desperation of Schiele. 
Something, too. lurks beneath 
the embrace of the young 
couple on stage, though they re- 
main oblivious of the world that 
is falling opart about their ears. 

A kis» is still a kiss — or it 
used to be id Casablanca, an- 
other casualtv of that war. And 


maybe passion grows in the 
face of disaster Schiele knew, 
though, that love looks different 
in the light of poverty. Vienna, 
too. probably looked different if 
you could not afford Hoffmann 
furniture And so. in front of 
projections of those Viennese 
interiors that once upon a time 
were the epitome of design the 
young woman asks her partner 
how much monev they have 
left. 

Thi* production draw* on 
many sources Adapted by the 
director and cast from a short 
story by Jean Rhys, it is pro- 
miscuous in its use of images. 
The general, Mustafa Sbaaban. 
who srls spewing chicken over 
the floor uf the cafe in which 


the aging dancer, Pascale 
Ghazaleh. reminisces .about 
her past — recollections of 
Vienna’s golden age — is a 
Ncuc Sachlicbkiet caricature, 
a memory of the Wiemar Re- 
public. just across the border, 
that is soon to be no more. 

Vienna opens with a bowl of 
irises, suddenly illuminated 

through a window in the 

wings. These flowers acquire 
the status of leitmotif; they are 
tossed deliriously between the 
two young lovers who, stand- 
ing on the brink of ruin, are 
paralysed into inactivity. They 
can do nothing but cany on as 
before, desperately fiddling as 
their particular Rome bums. 

Flowers begin and. in some 
ways, end this play. The final 
image projected on the screen 
are the irises that have crept 
from wings to centre stage. 
Then comes the crash, the 
sound of breaking glass and 
the crystal rack t has reached 
the Danube 


EXHIBITIONS 


Fa rook WagdI (Paintings) 

Sajama Gotten, 36/A Ahmed Orabi 
St. Mokandessin. Td 346-3242. Daily 
exc Fri. lOam-ZJOpn A 6pm- 9pm. 
Until 14 March . 

Satifl Enanl (P rintingO 
AFBanagcr, Opera House Grounds. 
Grave. Tei 540-6861. Daily 10am- 
10pm. Until 14 March. 

Robust printingswnii more titan a hint 
of nostalgia by occ-of Egypt's most 
success fin co nteuy oraty artists. 

Mafflyn Bette (Painting*) 

Commit? Seractx Asso cia tio n, 
Bldg 4. Rd 21, Mao, iL Tet 350 5284. 
Mon-Wed 9am-9pta, Ttar 9aw3pm. 
Until 14 March.- > 

Oils ob canvas baaed on tbc stmt’s 
photographs of oases, desera and 
Upper Egypt. 

The Sudanese Victims o t T«mat 
Group 

Ewart GaBery, AUC. Main Campus. 
■Mi Rikan 


Al-Shdkk Rikan St. Tei 357 5436. 
Daily 9am-9pm. UntH 14 March. . - . 
Fifty paintings greeted by tbc group 

Rabat) Ntanr (Huntings) A Katini 
Yacoah (Sculptures) 

Extra GmUery. J At-Ncssim Sc. Zorn- 
aiek. Tet 340 6293. Daily exc Fri A 
Sat. 13 30am- 2pm A Spm-8pm Untit 
15 March. 

The Tomb of Pm st Saqoara 
Netherlands Institute for Archeology 
nmti Antide Studies, t Dr Mahmud 
.isni Si Zamalek. Tei 340 0076. Daffy 
exc Sat A Sun, 9am-2pm. Until !5 
March. ■- 

On the occasion of its 25 tb an- 
niversary. . the iiYuitWf p i caci tt s tfe» 
exhibition of photograph*. 

Canal AbdeHMasaer (Scohxums) 
Export Cotter* l M-Skenjem St.- 
Downtown. Tet. 393 1699. Daily exc 
Fri. l0am-2pmA Spm-Spm. Until 19 : 
March. ' ; 

Croop ExMMden 

Khun At-MugRnOy Cattery. 18 At- 
Mtmsour Mohqrned Si, Zamalek. Tei 
340 3349. Daily I0.30am-3p m A 
5pm-8J0pm. Until 20 March. 

On display, up'tbe ivories of 20 con- 
t emp oc a iy Egyptian artists including 
GazmI Shaftq, Zeinab EJ-Segemi, Sa- 
bry Manama; Mahomed Rizq, Mon- 
tana Abdcl-Mo'd and Hetmy EL 
Touny. . V 

Stumrki Esza t i 

Mathrdbiya GaDay. 8 ChampofHon 
Sl Dowmowrc Tef 578 4494. Daily 
exc Fri, llam-Spm. Until 2 1 March " 

Dietrich Stahosoa (Paintings) 

Opera Art GaQery. Opera House. Ge- 
zfm Tei 342 0598. Daily IQom-lpm 
A 430pm-8.30pm. Until 22 Monk. 

International Students' Festival 
AFAtsee Faculty. Ain Shams Uni- 
versity. ’16-26 March. 

General exhibition including boob 
and photograph. 


Renaro Gotten (Graphics) 
Italian CuhurU Centre. 3 At- 
Sheikk AI-Manafi Si. Zamalek 
Tel 340 8791. Daily esc Fri, 
10am-2pm A SpmSjOpm. Until 
27 March ■ i 

Kart Otto Goetz (Lithographs) 
Goethe Institute. 5 Ahdd-Sehon 
AnfSL Downtown. Tet 779419. 
Daily 9am- 130pm A 6pm-8pm 
Until 27 March. 

SuMman Et-Amdl 
AFAhram Lathy. Al-Ahmm 
Building. At-Gataa Sl Tel 
STSo/OOUOO., Daily 9am-9ptn. 
Unlit the end of the month 
Under the title Kuwait Yesterday 
And Today, tbc a r chi tect / 

photographer — IriHg — ttill. high- 
lighting the contrast bew tec a tbc 
oovmry's pest and present. 


Listings 


Gfcariy* (Belly- Dancer), 19 March. 
Directed by Stun Fatin’ (1993). 

Nessa' Sa'alik (Women Vagabonds). 
20 March, 630pm. . 

Directed by Nsdia Hamza (1991 ), 

I mtion Bl— 

Indian Cultural Cadre, 23 Tabua 
Hart St. Downtown. Tel 393 3396. 
Bans Birin. 14 March, 4pm- 
Direcnd by ftafcash Verne aid star- 
lUg Atnbitob Bochdiah. . 

Joanna Cbrnama .In London, /8 
March l * 

Directed by and stoning Ambftab 
Bactachsn. 

French FBbh 

French Cultural Centre; 27 Sabrl Abu 
Aim SL Heliopolis, Id 411 4924. 
MaSalsan Pr& t rte. 14 Mach. 7pm. 

■ Directed by Andie Tcdrin&. 

Catherine Dnneuvc and Dwifcl , 

<**»)- 

La Banadkra. 17 March, 7pm. 

. Directed by Francis Good. s m i tin g 
Rtxny Schneider and Jean-laid* Trin- 
tigrant (1980k. 

Baxter. 19 March. 7pm. 

Directed by JFrfirae Boivta, starring 
Lise Dolman; and Jean Mercmc 
(1989). 

Italian film 

Italian Cultural Centre. 3 Al-Sheikh 
Al-Matscfi&Zanutiek. Tel 3408791. 

: La lug Notre Dd *43 (The Lang 
Night of '43), 1 7 March. 6pm 
Dtremedfcy F. Vatican (I960). 

"H Ratsetto (The Lipstick). 19 March, 

Sheeted by Qnimanb Damians (19601. 
La Riropatrtota (Tbc Reprsiriated). 
20 March. 6pm : 

Directed by Dmaon Damans (1963). 
Red Beard 

Japanese kfonnatkm and Culture/ 
Centre, 106 Qcer ;AI-Aini SL Garden 
City. 14 March, 5pm. 

Directed by Am KtiiuaiM (1965). 
The fihawOI be preceded by a lecture 
try ifiroyufcf 

Gfoeour change their pr ogra m mes 
every Monday. The Ufrrmation pro- 
vided is wdid thmtgh to Sunday after 
wilck it b wbc tit check with the da- 


le March. $»■- 
Mohamet! Hamdy (cfarinrt) and Pete 
Luffler (bom). w«*«tod 
MoMeddin. . perfonn MendeHSOta * 
Cmceno for Clarinet and Horn. 

ruttaud-NWOwm Ejd» 

Stnaff Hati. Opera Haase, as above 

15 March. Stun. 

Traditional Greek polyphonic song* 

Caire Symptwpsy Orchestra 
' Mam HaB, Opera House, as above. 16 
March, 8pm. . 

Performing works by Sousa. Gcnnwtn 
and CotflU conducted by Qnries 
-Ansbacher. 

Cello Recital 
Sutaff Hati, Opera House, as above. 

16 March. 8pm. 

AdmfShama performs. 

Jazz Music 
SmaB Had Opera House, as above. 

17 March. 8pm. 

Operetta and Mdodto JtaBaaa 
SmaB Had Open House, as above. 

18 March. 8pm. 

Tenor G Ansalono. Sopm» Sabnna 
Rnfltni and pianict Massimo Lam- 
bento! perfonn traditions) Italian 
with a Neapolitan accent. 

Cello and Flnno Recital 
SmaB Had Opera House, as above. 

19 March. 8pm. 

Mahmoud AbddnAziz performs, 

Swan Lake . 

Main Had Opera House, as above. 
20-24 March. 8pm. 

The Cairo Opera Company, conducted 
by Mostafe Nagui and Ivan FOev per- 
form. Choreographed by AMd- 
MoaeimKaaieL • 

Redactor Vfe&nCcUo 
Ewart Hall, Main Compos. AUC. Al- 
Sheikh Rihtm SlTM 3S7 5436. 

20 March. 8pm. 

Georgian artist Tamaz G wnctow tfi 
(cdlo) and David Hales (piano) wiH 
perfonn works from the traditional rep- 
enotre. 

THEATRE 


AJ-Nom FO-Atoat (Sound Asleep) 
Radio. 24 Tatdai Hath St. Daumtimm. 
Tel 575 6562. Daily 10am. 1pm. 3pm. 


6pm A 9pm. Rosy. Roxy Sq. He- 
liopoBs. Tel 258 0344. Duly 10am. 
Jam 6pm A teat. Af-Salam, 65 Ab-. 
dd- Hamid . Batumi St. HeBapoBs. Tel 
293 1072. Daity SJOpm, 630pm A 
930pm. Tahrir. 112 TakrirSL DoUti, 
Tel 3355726 Deify 3pm. 6pm A 9pm. 

' Cosmos I. 12 £KaaaiBn Sl Down- 
town. Tei 779 537. Daily 10am. I pm. 
3pm. 6pm A ?pm. Dhuta Palace. 17 
Al-A/fi St. Emadeddin, Downtown. Tel 
924 727. Daily 10am. 1pm. 3pm. 6p<W- 
A Ppm. Metro, 95 Tahat Hub Sl 
D owntown. Td 393 3897. Doth- 10am. 
1pm. 3pm. 6pat A 9pm. .M-Haram. At- 
Harom St. Giza. Td 385 8358. Daily 
10am. 1pm, 3pm. . 6pm A 9pm. Ai- 
Harrqya A Al-Harr&a UaU, Rosy. 
HeBapoBs. Td 452 9980. Daily 1pm. 
3pm 6pm A Vpm- Tlba 1 Nasr Cuy. 
Td 262 9407. Daily 1030am. 3.30pm. 
6J0pmA930pm. .. 


Qasr At-NH, Qasr AI-NIl Sl Tahrir. 
Td5 



Nazfl M*dkoor( Paintings) 
Al-Hanager. Opera House 
Grounds. Gedra. Td 340 6861. Daily 
tOam-IOpm. 17-30 March. 

Bernard GoBtot .(Paintings and Pho- 
tographs) 

Cairo Berlin Gallery, 17 Youssef Al- 
Guindi Sl BahAI-Louk. Tel 393 1764. 
Daily exc Stm. I2pm-8pm. Until 30 
March. 

Christopher Eremabor (Paintings) 
Ewart Gallery. Main Campus, AUC. 
Al-Sheikh Rikan St. Tel 357 5436. 
Daily exc Frz. ■ 9am-9pm. 20-50 
March. 

The Nigerian artist exhibits seeps 
from bis hamtiand and Egypt. 

Arfly Rfaqaftab \ Aquarcls) 

AteBer du Cab w. 2 Karim ALDavria 
SL Downtown. Tel 574 6730. Daily 
exc Fri. tOam-lpm A 6pm-tppm. IB- 
31 March 

Wlssaru Falual & Path) Ahmed 

(Paintings) 

Extra Gallery. 3 Al-Nessim St. Zam- 
alek Td 340 6293 Daily err Sun. 
10.30am- 2 pm A Spm-ifym. 20 March- 
6 April. 

Randa Shmxh (Photographs) 

Sony Gallery. AUC. Main Campus. 
Al-Sheikh Rikan St Td 357 5436 
Daily etc Fn A Sat 9am -/2pm A 
6pm-9pm. Until 19 April. 

Black and .'flute portraits of out- 
standing rndrvidtrats captured through 
the phoTOgrapher's lens urn the years. 


Wissun Fahmi 


The Mucin of Mr and Mrs Mo- 
homed Mabmoad KhaU 

/ Kufmtr At-Akhstud St. DoUti Td 
336 2376. Daily exc Mon. Khun. I pm 
A ?.30pa*l8pm. 

Egypt’s latjrest m l lection of ntoe- 
teenth century European art, auramed 
b> tbeUte Matonoad KbsHL mdoding 
works by Courbet, Van Gogh. Gau- 
guin. Manet and Roifio. 

FILMS 


Egyptian Woaten Directors Series 

Goethe Institute. 5 Abdei-Sttiaot Aref 
Sc Downtown. Td 779 479. 

Lelr AJ-’Eyal < Children Games L 19 
March. 6.30pm. . ■ 

Directed by Nabiha Lotfi ( 1990). 


t- rilMm flnlwirf) 

Rooms HBtau U. Contiche Al-HU Sl 
T d574 7436. Daily TO 30am. J.: 
3.10pm. 6.30pm. 930pm A 
TOa /4 Nasr Cily- Tet 262 9407. i. 
ly 10.30am. 3.30pm, 630pm A 
930pm. Sphinx. Sphinx Sq, Mo- 
kantlessuL Td 346 4017. Daily 8pm. 
Karim O, 13 Emadeddin Sl Down- 
town. Td 924 830. Dally 10am. lpm, 
3fm,6iutt A 9pm. 

At-Hbraab Ita AJ-Qemma (Escape 
TolheTnp) 

Lids. 23 Emadeddin Sl Downtown. 
Td 934 284. Datiy Man. 1pm. 3pm. 
6pm A 9pm. Miami. 38 Taaat Hart 
Sc Downtown Td 574 5656. Daily 
noon. 530pm A 830pnL 

AkGbagar (Thd Gypsies) 

RirsB 1. 26drJtdv5L downtown. Td 
375 5053. Daily )pm. 330pm. 6.30pm 
A 9.30pm, 

The Bridges Of Madison Coaly 
Mamdt Hdtim /, Contiche At- NU St. 
Td 574 7436. Daily 1030am, 1.36 
330pm. 630pm. 93<%m A i “ 

A Walk In The Goods 
Cabs Sheraton. GMaa Sl Giza. Td 
360 6081. Daily n.30am. lpm, 3pm. 
6pm, 9pm A mUlmght. Al-Horrtya II. 
.Al-Horrxya Moll Jtoxy, Hdktpdis. Td 
452 9980. Daily lpm. 3pm. 6pm A 
9pm. 

Atmrlas 

Karim /. 15 Emadeddin Sc Downtown. 
Td 924 830. Doily 10am. lpm, 3pm 

r i A 9pm Normandy. 31 ALAhram 
Heliopolis. Td 258 0254. Daily 
1230pm. SJOpm. 630pm & 9.30pm. 

MwtdKnstot ■ 

MGM, KoHeyal Al-Nasr Sq. Maadi. 
Td 352 3066. Duly /Sam. lpm, 3pm. 

6pm & Opt b . 

MUSIC 


National Arabic Made Ensemble 
Main HaB. Opera House. Gain. Td 
3420598. 14 March, 8pm. 

CoodDCtcd by Selim Sabab, 

Akbaaim Chamber Orchestra 
SmaB HaB. Opera House, as above. 


AJ-Saitera (The Sorceress) 

National AFAtabo. Td 591 7783. Dai ■ 
ly 9pm, Fri 7.30pm. 

Al-CaazirTTbe Chain} 

AFSatam, Qasr ALA Id Sl Td 355 
2484. Daily exc Toes, 9pm. 

Mesa-' AMOwbuA'a Masr (Good 
Evtafos — Egypt) 

Mahomed Farid. Emadeddin. Td 7 70 
603. Dally 9pm, Fri 730pm. 

AJ-ZaTm (The Leader) 

At-Haraas. Pyramids Road. Gka. Td 
386 3952. Datiy 830pm, Wed A Tltur 
10pm. 

Mama America 

Qasr AFN3, Qt 
Td 575 0761. Daily 10pm. 

Ham mam SbaTrl (A Popular Bath) 
Sdah Abdd-Sabour Hall. Al-TaBa, 
Ataba Sq Td 937 948. Datiy exc Tues. 

8pm- 

-Al-Doab ‘Ala An Khartit (Life On 
. - A Rhino Ham) 

Zaks Tdaymtn Hall. AFTa/Ta. as 
. dune. Datiy exc Tues, 10pm. 

.pastoo r Ya {Satina (With Your Per- 
: mission. Masters) 

AFFaua. Nadi Al-Mustaa Sc Al 
Gataa. TeT578 2444. Datiy 830pm. 

ALCamOa Wal-WeksUB (The Beau- 
tifol aad The Ugly) 

AtZumdek. 13 Sufftns .4FDorr SL 
Zamalek. Td 341 0660. Daily 10pm. 
v Fri 8pm. ■£ • J - 

BaU<H n istambnl (BaUooJ in Is- 
tamibul) 

Baton Jtamsis. Contiche Al-Nti Sl Td 
574 7 435. Datiy l0pm,Sun8pm. 

W-rtn-. l Hi — 

Next to the Balloon Theatre. Al-Nti Sl 
C ontiche Al-NiL AFAgotas. Td 547 
0612. Daily 9pm. 

LECTURES 


Where Anfiek Swfnn Ufe In The C«- 
rst Reef 

Netherlands Institute Far Archeology 
and Arabic Studies. I Mahmoud Asad 
SL Zamalek. Td 340 0076. 14 March. 
SJOpm. 

Lecture by Richard Hooth, AUC. 

The Next Generation: Children In 
The Arab World 

Bbre Ream, Greek Campus, AUC AF 
Sheikh Rihtm SL Td 357 5436. 14 
March. 6pm. 

Lecture by Elizabeth Wamocfc Femes, 
professor of English and Middle East- 
on Studies. University of Texas, Aus- 
tin. 

Patriarchy And PoBtica 
Blue Room, as above. 17 March. 4pm. 
LeOure by Robert Femes, professor of 
Anthropology, University of Texas, 

Austin. 


Carnal Abdd-Nssser: Post- 

Modemht Sculptor 
Expose GaBery, I Al-Skertfitin Sl 
D owntown. Td 393 1699. 17 Monk. 
7pm. 

Lecture by Ed war El-JChanat, novelist 
and writer. 

Critique And Modernisation: Pros 
And Cons 

Oriental HaB. Main Campus. AUC. 
AL&dkh Rikan Sl Td 357 5436 19 
March. 6pm: 

Lecture and open discussion by Gaber 
Aafisa, secretary -genera) of the Su- 
preme Council of Culture. 

AH infannotioa correct at thne of go- 
ing to press. However, it remains wise 
tochedc with venues first, since pro- 
grammes, dates and times are subject 

to change at vmy tint notice. 

Please telephone or send mfonaatioa to 
Listings. Al-Ahram Weekly, Gataa Sl 
C airo. Td 5786064. Fax 578608W833. 


Compiled by 

Wy Ei-Kmshef 


Around the galleries 


GEOMETRICAL 
forms, with in which 
hide tiny figurative 
details, dominate in 
the paintings of Ab- 
deL Rahman E3- 
N as bar. currently 
on show at the Cen- 
tre for Arts. Zam- 
alek. Small parts of 
mirrors are used to 
pulverize the static 
canvas surface. 

The Italian Cul- 
tural Centre plays 
host to 50 paintings 
by FarghxJi AbdeL 



by Rabat 

whose 

phallic 

are as 

draughted 

untfarealeni 
ever. 


Rabab Nimr 


Hafiz. Imeresringiy textured, these mate use of 
a variety of materials and are partly inspired by 
African art. 

Together with sculptures fay Halim Yaaqoub. 
gallery space at Extra is given over to works 


ty towns — empty 
of people, almost 
desert-like — - by 
Salma Abdel- Aziz 
are on exhibit at 
Egyptian 
Centre for Inter- 
national Cultural 
. . _ . Cooperation while 

works by Fmk WagdL inspired by the songs 
of Mobsmed AbdeLWabab are on show at Sal- 
ania Gallery. 

. AsAri 
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14-20 March 1996 



ppy were the days 


Today the 


exhibition of 


recent — and 


some 


not-so-recent 


works by Salah 


Enani closes at 


Al-Hanager. 


Five days later 


Gamal 


AbdeJ-Nasser’s 


exhibition, at 


Espaee, will 


close. What 


connections 


exist between 


the works of 


these two 


artists? Nigel 


Ryan explores 


some possibly 


spurious links 









Wozpeoare women became they bare 
Abdel-Nasser’s are generally sfleat. Or else 


d pais ted scarlet months. Bat while EnanTs women, left, are at least capable of whispering sweet nothings into the telephone, Gamal 
dance, spinning round and round, right, less grave than he is excited by their own centre of gravity 


“Methods of art-histojy, just as pictures, can be dated. 
This is by no means a depreciation of pmtines or meth- 
ods — just a banal historical statement But die tune 
will naturally come when the exclusive feimalists^will 
be recognised as in flic rear of art history .** : 

(Prom Remarks on the Method of Art fluto/y.Ftederick 
Antal) 

Frederick Antal first, issued this warning, in .1949 .aqd - 
foolhardy is the critic who -ignorcs it.-l t i a ; ptAaps; the' 
merest paranoia that makes it see m necessary to drop - 
Antal's utne in ' a newspaper article on . two . con- 
. temporary painters whose works are cunentiy. showing-, 
in Cairo, but whose methods and formal qualities will 
be touched upon, in this review at least, only tangential- 
ly. Name drop, though, 1 have, hugely to justify a con- 
centration on context and content rather than a dis- 
cussion of li g ht, colour and the application of paint 

It is not tint, in the latter areas, there are no connec- 
tions to be drawn between the current exhibitions of Sa- 
*lah Enani and Gamal Abdel-Nasser. It is simply that the 
most important connections, or for that mat t e r dis- 
connections, operate on the level. of subject' matter and 
the manner in which it is not only assimilated within the 
art work, but then displayed. 

It is not insignificant, when discussing the content of 
Enani ’s work, for example, to note that his current ex- : 
hibition, like all his most recent shows, is being bdd at 
Al-Hanager, a large, public exhibition space that falls 
under the wing of tht Ministry of Cultu re . Nor should, 
one ignore the foot that Gamal Abdel-Nasser* s current 
exhibition is being held at Espaee, a small, independent - 
gallery. But it is not simply a question of one being a 
public, die other a private, show. Both -artists, after all, 
use their gallery space as salesroom. The items in both' 
exhibitions all carry price tags. 

Now the irony here cannot be that Enani’s art — 
which is far more commercial, because, on certain lev- 
els, it is for more appealing — occupies the public 
space, while Gamal Abdel-Nasser’s sculptures occupy 
the private space. That would be too simple an equa- 
tion. Ironies, rather, circulate around the peculiar, mor- 
phology of the .word private and its much in vague off- 
spring, privatisation, and what privatisation actually, im- 
plies when it cranes to public space. 

On a street level, of course, foe implications are dear 
to alL Privatisation, as development panacea, means - 


Books 


co m me rci al- prohferafiol 
services, and consequs 
seating, litter bins, stree 
Of street furniture. larg 
logo of a sponsor can 
that appears intent on t 
bill-board. 

- But how can tins affi 
which confers a value t 
jo monetary terms? B« 

nfter alt are expec 
.vide a stamp of ostablL 
the history of foe mod* 
ways signify foe best 
nonetheless, at the dm 
proval Hus is certain 
come under the auspice 
. istiy of Cuiture that wa 
liooal Guidance. - 
EnanTs paintings, ti 
seen as constimting pm 
temporary artistic prac 
berof red stickers attar 
rted foe show, it is a v< 

— five figure price ta 
but then the official 
flarionary effect, even 


i It means more products, more 
ty more advertising. Wooden 
ighting — any and every form 
[enough to cany the name or 
pressed into use in a project 
the city into an enormous 

public exhibition space, space 
t is not, necessarily, calculated 
'difficulties arise. Public galler- 
d todealm quality. They pro- 
nt approval, winch — given 
avant-garde — does not al- 
ivestmrart potential, but which 
i. can be taken as a seal of ap- 
tbe case wifo galleries that 
however indirectly, of a Min- 
o nee, too, foe Ministry of Na- 

X can with justification be 
sf foe acceptable face of con- 
e. Certainly, given the nun- 
d to works on tire days I vis- 
r popular lace. It is not cheap 
are far from uncommon — 
amp may well have an in- 
ti these days of unrestricted 


ft would be churiisb t 
by the proliferation of 1 
most successful artists, 
ways exhibited a degre 
-churlish, though, to poi 
function of a public g? 
sale reran and that, in c 
a degree of prestige, ai 
the objects is is selling. 

The intention here is i 
position between foe wo 
their current choice of 
in any case, has previo 
Arts, Zamalek — -anodic 
space. Rather, it seems 
hies in both artists’ woti 
appeal, or otherwise, ol 
which might help in cii 
therefore the significance 
One walk around the 


resent foe success represented 
le red dots. And certainly the 
Mmnercially at least, have al- 
of business acumen. It is not 
s to foe ambiguous nature and 
riy that operates as a private 
ing so. simultaneously confers 
therefore enhanced value, on 

to fabricate any inherent op- 
; of these twp artists based on 
11 cries. Gamal Abdel-Nasser, 
ty exhibited in the Centre of 
important Ministry of Culture 
iportant to point to the qual- 
hat constitute the commercial 
heir finished art objects and 
fying foe circumstances, and 
i)f production. 

llery space of Al-Hanager is 


enough to show that the paintings banging on foe wall 
are not foe result of close observation. Women are re- 
duced to types — indeed, to one type, moon-faced, big- 
bodied, with red lips mid vacant eyes. This applies 
equally to those paintings that appear to demand a nar- 
rative — foal seem, indeed, at times, to be illustrations 
from a novel — as to those pictures the titles of which 
would lead the spectator to assume they were ex- 
amining a portrait. 

Enani is a. caricaturist, that much is clear. He is a tal- 
ented caricaturist,' as bis posters for films such as Cha- 
hine's Alextzndrie Encore et Toujour? show. But here 
we have an entire gallery filled wifo the single car- 
icature of a non-celebrity — foe non-specific Egyptian 
woman. Men fare slightly better, since two, maybe 
three types, emerge, though the face of the most popular 
would- seem to be that of the Egyptian woman, devoid 
of makeup. The men, like the big girls they covet, all 
moon about quite happily, caught in some endlessly op- 
timistic triste. 

You will never meet these people because they do not 
exist They do not loll dnmkenly, or flirtatiously, over 
grand pianos, as in The Party. They exist purely as a 
kind of ersatz nostalgia, less an illustration of some 
half-remembered fictional narrative — they are more re- 
moved than that — but rather the extras in an old black 
and white movie, which might or might not, b e an ad- 
aptation of a novel, but which was really seen and con- 
sequently experienced as a part of real life. 

And foe point, 1 suppose, is that nostalgia sells, es- 
pecially nokalgia for that pse-infitah time when tele- 
phones were bakelite, girls had cleavages even in the 
street, courting couples sat on public benches that 
lacked logos, and privatisation was not a buzz word. 
The irony is that it is selling now like hot-cakes in a 
public gallery that for foe duration of this show at least, 
has been weU and truly privatised 

Nostalgia rarely deals with anything other than a lost 
innocence. Whether h is real or not is besides foe point. 
Gamal Abdel-Nasser’s nostalgia consists of something a 
little muddier than painted stills from a black and white 
film. If Enani’s paintings are all intimations of foe act 
to come, then Abdel-Nasser's sculptures, at least some 
of them, are adolescent fantasies. Both artists go for the 
obvious signifies. Women are women because they 
have breasts and painted scarlet mouths. But while Ena- 
m’s women are ax least capable of whispering sweet 
nothings into die telephone, Gamal Abdel-Nasser’s are 


generally sflent They exist only as painted Ted Hps, at- 
tached to a wire that protrudes from the top of a square. 
Their beads consist of no more than a hole, delineated 
by scarlet lips. And whilst h is true foal such images are 
pornographic, it is foe pornography of an unimaginative 
adolescent It reeks of acne, and therefore innocence, 
though only of a sort True, there are more graphic 
couplings — marionettes wifo painted limbs, hooked to- 
gether — but even these provoke only the raising of an 
eyebrow, much like a dirty joke overheard from behind 
the playground wall. 

But innocence — even this slightly tarnished version 
— is not what Gamal Abdel-Nasser does best Yet, just 
like Enani, neither is observation. (Just look at the se- 
ries of boxes pretending to be open windows. Where, in 
Cairo, have you seen balconies like those? These plain, 
vertical metal bars through which a spotty adolescent, 
let alone baby, could slip, simply do not exist) 

Abdel-Nasser’s occasionally dirty jokes are always 
constructed out of plaster, wire, and neavOy impastoed 
paint One wall is lined wifo a series of unglazed, earth- 
enware plates, thickly painted. On other pieces bits of 
plastic and fabric are stuck on here and there. It is im- 
possible to guess how these objects will appear in five, 
let alone 25 years' time. The fabric may well have fal- 
len off, the paint cracked over its earthenware surface, 
foe plaster disintegrated into powder. 

This art is for sale, though in ten years* time it may 
well be unrecogniseable. And so Abdel-Nasser under- 
mines considerations of authenticity, jeopardising foe 
authority of the object that be is selling. And this par- 
ticular joke is at no one’s expense, except perhaps the 
art object’s own. But why not condense the attrition of 
time when you have no tradition to uphold. 

What Abdel-Nasser commodifies fra foe public, in his 
private gallery, is foe impermanence of the present, in 
all its day-glo. instant image brashness. Computer 
graphics, squeezed through a toothpaste tube. Salah 
Enani, in foe more sedate, public sector, provides im- 
ages that suggest a comforting permanence, though they 
never actually existed at all. Pre-in/i/ah nostalgia gets 
foe official stamp of approval. The private sector, at 
least as for as foe art market goes, braced by foe winds 
of competition, produces art which, like all the best 
products of this, foe latest, greatest phase of capitalism, 
has an in-built obsolescence. 


pUulaU 

1 have fying on my desk a 
stack of magazines and pe- 
riodicals I receive regularly 
from various embassies and 
cultural centres in Cairo. 
Most are in English, French 
(like foe Centre Francais de 
Culture et Cooperation's 
monthly Le Bulletin) or Ar- 
abic. But a few, like foe 
German Deutchland, In- 
donesia News published by 
foe Indonesian Embassy and 
foe In dian India Per- 
spectives, , are bi-lingual pub- 
lications. 

This is not to mention the 
dozens of yearbooks, guide- 
books, cultural news bulle- 
tins, political analyses, na- 
tional press summaries, 
among other publications. 

One is tempted to say that 
foe i nforma tion age has 
brought with it a certain sur- 
feit Yet, there is no doubt 
that foe sheer profusion of 
such publications reflects a 
healthy attitude of nations, 
and a genuine desire to 
bridge cultural gaps, one 
that goes beyond mere pub- 
licity. It is also heartening 
to see that the printed word, 
in these days of supremacy 
for the electronic media, still 
exerts a pull. 

Egypt, on her part, has not 
been negligent in promoting 
cultural exchange. Indeed, 
as for back as the late 1940s, 
the Egyptian Institute in 
London was publishing The 
Bulletin. A monthly mag- 
azine I had the pleasure of 
editing, it sought to provide 
as faithful a reflection as 
possible of life in Egypt 
Contributors were generally 
Egyptians pursuing higher 
studies in Britain. Their con- 
tributions were solicited pre- 
cisely because they had ac- 
cess to the two cultures and 
were thus ideal mediators. 
Furthermore, they could of- 
fer informed views on their 
respective fields of special- 
isation. 

Skimming through the 
back issues of The Bulletin, 
it strikes me that some very 
thought-provoking, albeit 
now dated, articles came out 
of it Take foe issue of Jan- 
•uaiy 19S0, for example. 
Here, alongside articles on 
Al-Azhar, social welfare by 
women in Egypt and phys- 
ical education in schools, is 
an article entitled “En- 
terprising Egypt”, by one 
John Jobson. 

The writer deals, in foe 
confident tones of foe times, 
with an Egypt which “is 
still, of course, a wonderful 
agricultural country, ar- 
chaeological hunting ground 
and a tourist paradise, and 
will continue to be. But it is 
also becoming ' in- 
dustrialised. Where Cle- 
opatra held sway are now 
the sites of mills and work.” 
Jobson goes on to explain 
foe facilities offered in- 
vestors and the possible in- 
vestment opportunities — 
and that was bade in 1950, 
before the revolution in- 
delibly altered Egypt’s 
agrarian face. 

Also in foe March issue 
of the same year is an article 
on “The Anatomy of Egyp- 
tian Industry”, a well as one 
on foe Misr Group with as 
many as 20 companies to its ' 
name. It bad a capital of 
seven million pounds — a 
high figure at the time. 

But foe Bulletin also gave 
ample space to things cul- 
tural Each issue carried re- 
views of films, books and 
plays. Another staple of The 
Bulletin was first rale trans- 
lations of co n temporary 
Egyptian literary works, ac- 
companied by illustrations. 
In addition to keeping Egyp- 
tians living abroad posted 
about their country. The 
Bulletin, in its own way, un- 
doubtedly served to promote 
cultural exchange. 

Mursi Saad El-Din 


Leaving the cocoon 


The Fantastic Strokes of Imagination , Emily Nasrallah, tr Re- 
becca Porteous, Cairo: Elias Modem Publishing House, 1995 
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» from foe other villagers — in name, looks 
c as foe catalyst which transforms the village 
of alleyways into a dancing vibrant entity, 
men of tire village around her by moon- 
uplifts their souls when she sings folk songs, 
shoes and as foe dances the traditional Leb- 
rcst of foe village wakes up and joins her. 
aloof and independent at foe same 
part of foe same pulsating whole: Having 
*ers, she departs, leaving AJ-Joura a changed 
more aware of their heritage, which has be- 
labor in their lives, but more so the young 
D to go down into the squares and the streets, 
as of foe earth and the local festivals, danc- 
foe solo dance until foe earth turned wifo 

art as a liberating force becomes the central 
e stray "The Fantastic Strokes of Imagina- 
exhibited in a public square that has 
foe war, inspires hope in the crowds that 
retch. But the narrator; Najla’s childhood 
own these strokes when they were embryonic 
idance m them and finds none. “The dabs of 
fold in foe visible distance”, but foe present 
of conftisioii and da rkn ess. If Najla has 
gb her art and im ag in ation, toe-narrator is 
"ng to make sense of her existence. 
hush “The Cocoon" and “The Butterfly”, the 
free their souls and bodies from foe down- 
itions and repressions. The end of The Co- 
ly ambiguous, and leaves foe reader won- 
botterfly slipping from Ibtisam's hand is the 
just gone out, independent, into foe world, or 


Ibtisam’s real self, that had long been wound in a cocoon, find- 
ing release at last There is no such ambiguity in “The But- 
terfly" whose heroine had also repressed her desires and tamed 
her body. Suddenly, as she lies heavy on foe hot sand, her body 
acquires a life of its own, independent of her will and soars 
away in foe form of a seagull: once foe accepts that foe body 
will not be tamed “foe sees her being, the spirit and the body, 
transforming into a gigantic butterfly”. 

The stories thus move from death to liberation, from defeat to 
victory. They also move from foe very local to the universal. 
Though “The Butterfly" is set to Beirut, die woman could have 
been lying on any beach anywhere in foe world. Such a general 
setting is contrasted by foe earlier stories where local colour 
abounds and details are significant. Mostabas, dabkas, olive 
presses, bulgar wheat, names of villages — these are foe de- 
ments that shape foe destinies of foe heroines. 

Yet the experiences of these Lebanese women could equally 
have been experiences of their asters in any other country. One 
can even go so far as to say that they are foe experiences of foe 
h uman race, regardless of gender or nationality. The pre- 
dicament voiced in the following lines — “on this current jour- 
ney through purgatory, I am content with the simple, I am look- 
ing out for the short cuts, those that lead straight to salvation" — 
presents a universal plight that cannot be limited to the personal 
trauma of a Beiruti woman whose alienation is partly occasioned 
by foe civil war. 

Nasrafteh's characters, even those leading foe simplest of lives 
in foe small village, are capable of flights of imagination equal 
to a poet’s. A young girl, in describing Maxine who is known 
as Summer Breeze to the villagers, says she was “wearing that 
nightdress the colour of dawn mist.” If such words come clearly 
across in English to the reader, then the credit goes to Porteous’s 
sensitivity to the Arabic language “Those who believe that faith- 


fulness to foe original should be sacrificed for readability”, 
writes Porteous in the preface, “will never convince all those 
who contradict them and vice versa.” She herself is on foe side 
of faithfulness most of the time, sacrificing it only very rarely 
— in those instances where in English foe word would make no 
" sense as is the case, fra example, with the word kawaheb: Plan- 
ets and stars are not interchangeable in English, as they some- 
times are in Arabic, so the translation has to be “stars” not 
“planets". 

Another example of attentive translation is the way Porteous 
dealt with foe problem posed by foe title Khuttui El-Wahm El 
Ra’ia . "El-Wahm” could equally be translated into either 
“imagination” or “illusion". The shot story carrying foot title is 
about both, and thus the word u El~Wahm” remains ambiguous. 
Similarly, ”El-Ra’ia” could be translated into “wonderful" or 
“fantastic” Porteous, because she believes that foe anthology 
celebrates foe creative power of imagination, chose “imagina- 
tion" rather than “illusion" but retained foe hint of illusion by 
choosing “fantastic" rather than “wonderful” Thus she dem- 
onstrates that die balance between faithfulness and readability 
can be managed. 

In this bilingual edition it is easy fra foe reader to compare foe 
original with foe translation and judge for him/herself. A bi- 
lingual edition also hefostoe reactor who is not too fluent in one 
of the languages, English or Arabic, by having access to the two 
texts simultaneously. The Fantastic Stokes of Imagination is foe 
second bilingual edition to be published by Elias Modern Pub- 
lishing House, (he first being In the Cold Night, a collection of 
short stories by Mohamed El-MakhzangL In the virtual absence 
of Arabic/Engjish bilingual editions in Egypt, foe educational 
■ neol for more is obvious and foe efforts of foe publishers to sup- 
ply this need are laudable. ) _ 

Reviewed by Sahar Hamouda 
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An Egyptian seeks inspiration abroad while a European finds it in Fayoum 


Y / * lcn . invited to a friend's place for the 
nrst time. weU -mannered people rarely go 
around asking the hostess how much she 
^ n or elegant little coffee table, or 
uje Bukhara hung over die sofa. It is sim- 
ply not done. Most, however, are dying to 
know. The next best thing they can do is to 
ufik where this or that came from, in die 
that the hostess will let some quan- 
titative information slip through in the 
conversation. 

In May EI-Arabi’s new gallery, one feels 
much the same. Arranged like the re- 
ception area of a chic home, the cozy gal- 
lery makes it hard to remember that things 
are actually for sale. May herself behaves 
like a hostess showing her friends around. 
The small entrance is framed by antique 
lithographs depicting ruined columns. The 
lithographs “hang” by trompe'l 'oeil cords 
and pompons, cunningly stencilled onto 
the walL From there one proceeds to a 
large living room with several intimate 
corners inviting lazy conversation, a slight- 
ly more formal d ining room and a sort of 
tiny boudoir where one could picture the 
perfect hostess oo her lunch break, lis- 
tening to music while embroidering one of 
those sweet little grandma's doilies, per- 
haps. Not that May has time to sit and em- 
broider. maybe not even listen to music. 
With a husband who appreciates a vi- 
vacious social life, two children and a third 
due soon, her job as an interior decorator 
and now the gallery, she has her bands 
more than full. Full of bubbling vitality, 
she seems to take it all in stride 

White May's husband was studying at 
Stanford, she attended Canada University, 
taking three years of courses in interior 
decoration. There she acquired a knowl- 
edge of, and a taste for. the antiques avail- 
able at US auctions, mostly imported from 
Europe during the 18th and 19th centuries. 
May now travels to New York three or 
four times a year. She not only brings back 
objects, she imports ideas. “It is really all 
about ideas, about change, about new ways 
of doing things.” says May. **I would like 
clients to wander in, ask questions, and 
maybe they will find some inspiration — 
or a new material to upholster their sofa 
and make it look different” 


In Fayoum, overlooking Lake Karoun. I 
was told there was a magical place called 
Tunis where artists and craftsmen lived the 
simple life in tasteful domed houses made 
of mud and straw in the best Hassan Fathi 
style. So when Sheriff our photographer, 
said he had a friend, cartoonist Nabil Tag, 
wbo had a bouse in Tunis, I suggested we 
visit him and meet some of the other people 
who lived there. 

I come from an artists' colony myself, a 
small fishing town called St Ives. For the 
last hundred years, painters, potters and 
writers, both successful and aspiring, have 
set up -house there. They lived in fisher- 
men's cottages, sail lofts and converted 
barns. They were often seen, usually in 
pubs, their colourful clothes splashed with' 
paint or clay, the women in ethnic dresses, 
the men half hidden by luxuriant beards. 
They lived simply, like their Cornish neigh- 
bours. They were regarded with suspicion, 
however, and some of their bohemian ex- 
cesses met with deep-felt outrage, often ex- 
pressed by the unwelcome custom of leav- 


ing a sack full of rotting fish on the 
offender’s doorstep. Would an Egyptian 
colony be all that different? I was about to 
find out 

We drove west along the lake, past Al- 
Muusbareq and AI-Abadiya. There was Tu- 
nis, up in the hills (u our left, an Arabian 
fairytale of a place, the sun-baked mud 
houses blending perfectly with their sur- 
roundings. Well-spaced amongst the palm 
and eucalyptus trees, each one a little cas- 
tle, its domain enclosed by mud w&Us.They 
bote no resemblance whatsoever to the 
small squat houses that belonged to the 
Bedouins who have lived there since they 
abandoned ibeir nomadic lifestyle. 

As we climbed tbe hill, raggedy children 
with huge eyes stood around watching us in 
silence, their frees impassive, unlike the 
ones we had seen earlier, all smiles and 
shouted greetings. But where were tbe art- 
ists? Most houses were shuttered and bolt- 
ed like any summer villa in Agami. Here 
and there I glimpsed a gleaming Cherokee 
or Peugeot parked outside a house but there 
was definitely an ‘out of season' feel to tbe 
place. Fortunately, the potters Evelyue Por- 
rct and her husband Michel Pastore live 
there ail year round. Theirs is a beautiful 
place, furnished with simplicity and charm. 
No sharp lines but harmonious curves, 

Su^ra. *Datj*KA 

Macaroni 
and chicken mix 

Ingredients: 

1/2 packet of macaroni (small 
ring-shaped] 

Whole breast of a boiled chicken 
(diced) 

3 cups of chicken stock 
One large onion (sliced in fine 
rings) 

One large green pepper (diced) 

1/4 kg of mushrooms (fresh) 

1 tsp. crushed garlic 
1 trap. soy sauce 
1 tbsp. tomato paste 
Sal t-^pepper ^allspice 
Butter 

Method: 

Boil the macaroni the usual way, 
rinse it and set aside in a strainer. 

In a cooking pan fry (he mush- 
rooms in butter until tender. Re- 
move from the pan and leave 
aside. In another pan fry the on- 
ion rings until tender, then add 
the garlic (do not brown). 

Add the green pepper, stir fry 
for a few seconds then add the 
soy sauce and the tomato paste. 

Season, then add tbe mush- 
rooms, tbe chicken stock and 
season again to taste. When tbe 
mixture boils, add tbe chicken 
pieces, lower the heat and sim- 
mer. Pour over die macaroni 
when the mixture slightly thick- 
ens, stir it in well and leave cov- 
ered over heat for a few minutes 
until all ingredients mix well. 

Serve hot with grated cheese and 
.a rich green salad. 

Moushfra AbdeMWalek 


Live 

from 


New York 


Bronze busts 
wink as Fayza 
Hassan dis- 
covers a new gal 
lery for the well- 
heeled globe- 
trotter 



Surrounded by objects which came airfreight, directly from New York 



photos: Randa Shaath 


May is flexible: she will decorate an en- 
tire apartment, a single room, just give 
advice or explain a technique or sell a 
piece of furniture. She doesn't seem to 
mind giving out ideas and providing in- 
spiration. She has painted and wall- 
papered tbe walls of the gallery herself. 
Faux marble, combed lacquer-work, sten- 


cils, special effects with wall-paper, sbe 
displays her workmanship along with 
new ways of approaching your walls. 
“Now, I am teaching these methods to 
Egyptian cra f tsmen.” she says. Her win- 
dows are better dressed than many wom- 
en I know: each complements the desired 
setting, offering a view in as well as out 


The general impression is a combination 
of creativity, opulence and a touch of hu- 
mour. A home is a place in which to be 
happy seems to be the message. 

The gilded -stiffness one so often ob- 
serves in some professionally decorated 
interiors is completely foreign to May. 
Here everything has a life of its own: dif- 


ferent rangements are always sug- 
gested, ejects are interchangeable. The 
ultimaleffect is one of relaxed harmony 
and sonfww you wouldn’t be surprised 
if one obe interesting bronze heads sud- 
denly wked at you — in a discreet way 
of coon,- because ultimately, in May’s 
world, tire is only room for good taste. ' 


In 

search 
of Utopia 


Paradise or 
colony? 
Jackie van 
Gelder visits 
Tunis and 
gets a 
glimpse of 
the good life 


‘ Everything I have 
ever loved about Egypt 
was here in front of my 
eyes. I bought some 
land and built my 
house on it ’ 

Eveiyne Porret 



Mfche^a«ore^ve{^ne^^usbandj^bserve^^oo^^^oui^d^^e^ 
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arches and quiet, secluded places shaded 
by many trees and flowering shrubs. 
Beautiful pottery with soft, delicate glaz- 
es enchants but does not overwhelm the 
visitor. It is die work of two people who 
have dedicated their whole lives to their 
craft. 

Eveiyne and Michel, a handsome 
couple dressed in gatabeyas, feet bate, re- 
minded me not so much of as of die arty 
folk I had left behind, long ago, in misty 
ComwaJL 

Eveiyne Panel first came to Egypt in 
1960. When she visited Fayoum. it was 
‘love at first right’. “Everything I have 
ever loved about Egypt was here, in front 
of my eyes,” sbe said. “I bought some 
land and built my house on it But after 
the June War in 1967, foreigners were not 


allowed to live in the Egyptian coun- 
tryside, so I returned to France.” She re- 
turned to Tunis in 1978 with Michel, her 
second husband, and their two young chil- 
dren. They have lived and made pots there 
ever since. Soon they were joined by their 
friends Nabil Tag and his wife, wbo built 
a traditional falkthin bouse, because “I 
cannot possibly sleep under a dome,” he 
said Gradually, more of their friends fol- 
lowed and a community was bran. 

At first there was plenty of work for tbe 
Bedouins, so more and more came. They 
built tbe houses, cleared the land and 
planted gardens for their new neighbours. 
This spirit lasted for a while but, as the 
Bedouin population grew, the work start- 
ed to dwindle. Problems soon followed 
“They graze their livestock in our gar- 


dais, walk into our houses uninvited and 
wc have all suffered many burglaries,” 
complained MicbcL Guards were hired 
and boundary walls hastily built to keep 
‘them’ ora. But the Bedouins are still 
there, in their tumble-down houses, in 
their ra^ed clothes, surrounded by an- 
imals and children, getting on with their 
lives as best they can. 

Some time ago, Eveiyne, who had been 
very impressed by the workshops of WLs- 
sa Wasscf in Haraniya. started a pottery 
school for Bedouin children. It was a 
great success. They soon produced well- 
made pots and clay figures. “They are 
very creative and original,” said Eve- 
iyne. “Are they naughty?" I asked “Oh 
yes, they can be very naughty, but I love 
their work,” sbe replied Sadly, this pro- 


ject is i too often fraught with prob l e ms 
when riling with a slow and indifferent 
bureairacy. It is to be hoped that this 
small bdge spanning foe deep chasm be- 
tween te haves and the have-nots will 
□at be towed to founder. 

As v drove back to Cairo, some Bed- 
ouin gts, graceful as gazelles, strolled 
languny down the road, huge pots of wa- 
ter on teir beads. One of them stopped to 
gaze aoss tbe lake at the wind-sculpted 
dunes tat marked the beginning of the 
endles'desert A harsh and beautiful 
wastebd where her people roamed free- 
ly for tousands of years. 

To ie lucky few, Tunis is tbe re- 
atisatw ,of a dream; but the Bedouins, 
what • they dream of as they gaze cut' 
over Use Karotm? 



Jonathan and Honey 


- One of the things I miss roost ab out A ngralia Is 
the citizens' general compliance with rules and 
-regulations and their respect of oth er pe ople’s 
space and property. Even pets fan in step, to the 
point, where one rs led to believe that a mula- 
ttos las taken place to produce law-abiding an- 
imals. - 

1 lad a chance to observe tins at dose quar- 
ters when I acquired a future champion white 
chhichflJa kitten from a reputable breeder. Fol- 
lowing tiie step-by-step training manual in- 
cluded in the price. 1 had Honey obeying foe 
faric rules of savoir-vivre in no time. Even as a 
kitten be had a regal allure, t urn i ng up his nose 
at table tidbits, and only nibbling daintily at his 
special biscuits when invited to do so. He sever 
sniffe d at our food or begged for occasional 
morsels. 

pjfffrining the other neagfabouxbood cats of 
kffw lineage, he struck op a friendship with 
my friend Mini's basset hound Jonathan, who 
seemed every bit as stuck up as he was. They 
met punctually at eight in the morning in front 
of my door and went exploring the bush at the 
back of tire houses, returning at night fell to de- 
posit at our feet offerings of dead snakes and 
lizards. They never deviated from this routine 
oar their schedule. 

One night we were woken by a storm the 
litas of which we had never witoesssd before. 
The wind was bowling and rain was pouring, to 

- say nothing of founder raid bolts of l ightnin g. 
Miscellaneous items previously attached to ‘ 
buddings were flying around, earned by foe 

force of the tempest. Hcrricy haled noise and de- 
spised water, with which he was well ac- . 
quamted, haring had to submit to a monthly . 
bath from tiie moment he had n»i»» up bush 
hunting. Instead of cowering under the sofa, 
however, he -was ac ting hysterical, wanting to 
be let out A continuous scratch at the door .. 
.soon provided an explanation to his strange be- 
haviour. Jonathan was . calling him. Fighting 
against the el ements, I finally, with great dif- 
ficulty, managed to open the door a crack in the 
hope that Jonathan would come in. Honey shot 
out instead like a creature possessed. It was two 
in the morning None of tiie animals had pre- 
. viouriy been out at night We sat up worrying 
about tiran, suddenly oblivious to the havoc be- 
fog wrought around us by the storm. Tbe tele- . 
phone lines were down. 1 couldn't even alert 
■ Mhn. We just waited. 

. . fit foe early bouts of tiie morning, foe storm 
began to lose some of its intensity, hut it was 
still pouring and tiie few trees still left standing 
woe shaking and bepding furiously in the wind. 

I stood at tbe window watching an emer- 
. gency squad repair foe telephone lines, badly 
entangled with the branches of fallen trees. We 
had test a beautiful young eucalyptus but, more 
importantly,' Hooey and Jonathan were missing. 
Suddenly a movement in a small hedge across 
tiie road attracted toy attention. Something was 
cautiously crawling out, but it was hard to 
out the complicated shape. Finally I saw 
it dcarty: Jonathan and Hooey, alive and welt 
were dragging something pale and stiff be- 
tween them. It took them five good minutes to 
cover foe distance tSjt finally they purite it 
across the lawn and .placed ^ my feet half a 
frozen chicken. I left the chicken where it lay, 
in a puddle, and proceeded to give the two 
friends a proper welcome, Jonathan, not ter- 
ribly partial to cat food, accepted a few slices of 
roast beef, whereupon he made it clear that it 
was time be departed. He trotted — briskly this 
tune — towards his house, without a glance at 
his “cabfo” still defrosting on my doorstep. 

I, on tbe other band, had to deal with the 
chicken. Neither Hooey nor Jonafr "i had ever 
been known to steal. Their reputation in foe 
neighbourhood had been impeccable so for. 
Now this little caper would put a blemish an ft 
for ever. Besides, I had no idea where foe bird - 
came from- Tbe mystery was elucidated later in 
the moaning, however, when 1 heard Tracy, _ 
who lived just next door, recounting her own - 
experience of the storm to ano ther neighbour. ; 
Her kitchen window, according to her story, 
had flown open, as had tbe door to the deep- ’ 
freezer. The force of tiie wind had then carried ■ 
several frozen items away. I wondered what ! 
else Honey and Jonathan tad stolen and whefo- ; 
cr Mhn bad been the recipient of gifts from die 
two culprits as well. Sbe never said a word so I ; 
kept mum, but to soothe my conscience I in- • 
viied Tracy ami her family to a Sunday lunch in ’ 
which chicken figured prominently. I observed * 
Tracy the following Sunday going to lunch at * 
Mini’s. I heard her compliment Mlm on the 1 
succulence of the leg of lamb. 

Fayza Hassan ■ 
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What’s in a cellar 

Nigel Ryan on the absence of Edgar Allan Poe 


Horrid things have a tendency to happen in foe 
cellar. Those corpses that are not found immedi- 
ately in the library are discovered years later be- 
neath tbe stone flagged floor of the basement. A 
mouldering candyfloss of cobwebs drapes dust 
covered bottles raid somewhere in tiie darkness 
lurks Edgar Allan Foe. It is worse than die 
woodshed, if rally because it is undetground. 

There are, of course, cellars and cellars. No 
cobwebs are to be found in the one beneath the 
President Hotel in Zamalek. True, there are bot- 
tles, rows of them, lined up in the mode win- 
dows that punctuate the walls. But I will guar- 
antee that you can remove as many tiles as you 
Like from foe floor and find nothing as remotely 
incriminating as a corpse. 

Tbe battles along foe walls set tbe tone of the 
place. The Cellar is a boozy place, and bet we en 
its walls a great deal of tbe stuff is consumed. 
But it is also a restaurant, and though the menu 
is not long, it is as extensive as that boasted by a 
great many establishments that would bill them- 
selves as restaurants rather than bars that happen 
to serve food. And the food at tbe Cellar is often 
much better than foe fine offered by its rival res- 
taurants. 

One problem, perhaps, is tbe place's popular- 
ity as a watering bole. This means, in tbe even- 
ings- that ft is often difficult to get a table if you 
are not a regular customer. Lunchtimes, though, 
are seldom that crowded, and it was at lunch- 
time that I went. 

The menu is written on a board on the walL 
But these are only main courses, and ft is wise to 
ask about foe maze. It was from the list reded 
off by tiie waiter that we chose. . 

We opted for a calamari salad, stuffed vine 
leaves, mixed salad, fried calamari and a Hich 
described as strips of fillet cooked with mush- 


rooms, that appeared on die bill as “fillet cellar". 

Tbe food arrived at a fast and furious pace, 
each dish seeming a little larger than the one just 
delivered, until we realised that we had ordered 
enough to feed four. 

Tbe Cellar offers good, plain restaurant cook- 
ing at its best There are no frills, no intricately 
constructed garnishes. The food arrives in plain 
white dishes, and proved uni formally delicious. 
The calamari salad contained shrimps in a dress- 
ing heavily flavoured with c umin, red pepper 
and lemon. The fried version consisted of large 
goujoss in a light b att e r — wta: fo contrived to 
be neither overcooked nor soggy. While salad 
snobs would perhaps carp about the mixed salad 
and complain that it was boring, the ingredients 
showed a concern for marketing that is for from 
common. And the “fillet cellar" did indeed con- 
tain pieces of fillet with mushrooms. It also con- 
tained finely chopped green pepper, added - to- 
wards the end of the cooking, raid came in a 
gravy that had not been over-thickened. The 
beef had been braised till tender, but not over- 
cooked. The vine leaves proved tbe perfect ad- 
vertisement for a dish that is all too often ren- 
dered banal by shoddy p rep arati on, and were 
served with a side dish of labnah to which lem- 
on juice had been added. 

There was nothing to fault in tbe maze, and it 
could, as noted, have easily sufficed for -four. 
Which is perhaps a good thing , given that the 
b31 reached LEI 50, though this did include two 
imported beers, foe only kind available. 

If the cellar contains nothing as incriminating 
as a corpse there is also an absence of anything 
as incriminating as a half «*iw< nm-pl 

The Cairo Cellar, beneath the President Houd, 
Tpha Hussein Street, Zamalek. • 
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ACROSS 
1 . Type of moil us k (4) 

5. Anniversary; banquet (5) 
10. Young salmon (4) 

14. South American capital 

( 4 ) 

15. Summon; conjure up 95) 

16. Musical instrument (4) 

1 7. Baking chamber (4) 

18. Jeans twilled fabric (51 

19. Govern; principle (41 

20. Pavarotti (5) 

22. Esteemed; set great store 
by (9) 

24. Cheerful (4) 

26. Greek letter (? ) 

27. Venture; experiment with 
(3) 

30. Minister of Indian state 

(5) 

33. Tilt. hypb. wds t5) 

37. Rockv ledge (4) 

39. Tossed (5) 

41. Bones forming human 
pelvis (4) 

42. Culture media (4) 



43. 9am comical hour of 
prayer (5, ; 

44. Sisters (4 

45. Father (4; ' 

46. Proclaim^peecbify (4) 

47. Garden cnaradise (4) 

48. Reddish c e for hair (5) 

50. Shade, jubled (5) 

52. Super! ath suffix (3) 

53. Civil Senses of Rumania, 
abb. (3) / 

55. Indian pe&nt (4) 

57. Laundry, yph. wds (9) 

62. Well don (5) 

66. Lords-andadics plant (4) 

67. Aorta hobt(5) 

69. Vivacity 0 

70. Well proved with (4) 

71. Clothe peon with (5) 

72. Pry (4) 

73. Foremost)) 

74. Pert (5) 

75. Beloved (j . . 

DOWN 

1. Coa g uiatic (4) 

2. Be(4) 

3. So be it (4 

4. Country ca te (5) 

5. Nourished!) 

6. AH places; wds ( 1 0) 

7. Excellent, wds (4) 

8. Snow foot-ear, pi. (4) 

9. Entice (5) - 

10. Rodent wh erectile spines 

(9) £ 

11. Connect f) 

12. Personifotion; one’s ftmc 



turn (4) - 

13. Vibrating part of oboe or 
.clarinet (4) 

21. Angler's stick (3) 

23. ...-ae-Nfl - greenish colour 
(3) 

25. Begin doing 

vigorously, 2 wds (5) 

27. Riff-raff (5) . 

28. State monopoly of tobacco 
( 5 ) 

29. Have a fancy for (5) 

-31. Rich tapestry (5) 

32. Pe rtaining to drink of tiie 
gods (10) 

34. Dodge (5) 

35. To the _ = elaborate (S) 

36. Stand, jumbled (5) 


38. De Gaulle and Pomptdc 
(9) ^ 

40. Describing unkempt z 
den (5) 

49. Forest tree (3) . , 

51. Male ferret (3) 

54. Judges' garbs (5) 
g- Vogue; tendency (5) 


57. Lukewarm (4) 

58. Operatic solo (4) 

59. Muslim ascetic (4) 


Last week’s solution 


60. Ann bone (4) 

61. Turfs (4) 

63. Gerais of bitter herbs (4) 

64. Anatomical ducts (4) • 

65. Remarkable p eistm (4) 

68. North African title of 

spect 


i Ilf. 
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Al-Ahraim A Diwan of contemporary life 


In September 1898 the world felt as though it were 
taadmg on thin ice. Events in a nmole spot in 
southern Sudan appeared to be pushing the world’s 
major capitals — London, Pads, Berlin and St Pe- 
teraburg — to armed conflict A first world- war 
waned: imminent, 16 years ahead ofschedule. 

1 Al-Ahram* s owner and editor-in-chief^ B^na Ta- 

qla, wbo sensed the mounting tensions acutely, took 
the first available dim from Alexandria to the closest 
European port, and from foere be travelled by train 
to Pais and London. From there, be could observe 
die dramatic developments unfold first hand and 
wire his reports to the newspaper directly. 

That remote area was Fashoda, 600: kflometres 
south of Kha rt oum. “One had never, beard of its 
name before today, afthongb one may wdS have an- 
ticipated its rise to fame, as. it lies at the confluence 
of the White Nile and Bahr AL-Ghazai, at the ful- 
crum of die colonisation of Africa,” writes Taqla. 

Fashoda was the site of a confrontation between 
French and British armed forces. Unbeknown to the 
British, who has just defeated the Mahdist forces in 
Khartoum, die French Commander Maichand had 
brought a small regimeut of eight European o ffi cer s 
and 100 Senegalese soldiers to this small provincial 
capital and raised die French flag on a government 
budding that had been built by the Egyptians during 
their former rule in Sudan. The British forces, led by 
the general commander of the Egyptian army. Lord 
Kitchner, considerably outnumbered: the French. 
Proceeding southward from Khartoum on five 
steamers, Kftchner's forces numbered 1200 Egyp- 
tian infantry, 100 soldiers of the British Cameron 
Highlanders battalion and two batteries of mountain 
artillery. By all military standards; die British force s 
should have easily been able to dear die area of the 
French. However, such a would have 

had far-reachmg ramifications. As Taqla wrote: 

“hi Fashoda, it is not.a question. of Kitchner 
against Maichand, man to man, or of a large array 
against a small expedition. It is a question ofone na- 
tion against anotbo; both of which are at flic top of 
- foe civilised world.” 

Though, perhaps ‘the ookxdal world* may have 
been what Taqla had in mmtt_ Taqla has dearly un- 
derscored the significance of Fashoda in terms of the 
history of imw n a tinmil relations, die colonial parti- - 
6cm of Africa, and, finally, foe history of Egypt. 
Much has been written about die incident at Far 
shoda, but, regardless of bow scholarly and well- 
rcseaiched, these works in general have two im- 
portant shortcomings. They foil to cauunme die 
■ Egyptian reactions to the event, even though Cairo 
was one of the primary parties concerned. Secondly, 
they lack die fervour of day-by-day accounts despite 
die heat of the crisis. Both these aspects are pro- 
vided, vividly, in the pages of Al-Ahram during die 
autumn of 1898. 

Nine mouths before die Fraoco-British crisis oust- 
ed, and while the Egyptian and British governments 
were making prepa ra tions for die Sudan expedition 
to overthrow me Mahdist regime, the Egyptian press 
voiced its suspicion dud the British had an ulterior 
motive. Chi 2 January, Al-Ahram wrote, “There is a 
group of people wbo believe that the arrival of the 
French military in Fashoda, before the arrival of the 
British and Egyptian soldiers in Sudan, is die ™»h» 
cause fra the expedition." 

Al-Ahram then relates a curious story. Although 
there is no evidence to support it m the papers of Ab- 
dallah Al Taishi, the Mahdi’s khalifa or successor, 
or in official British documents; if is worthy of note. 
According to the report, Al-Khatm Mousa, Al- 
Taiafafs agent in Kardofen, the administrative prov- 


ed) Just 35 Angio-Egyp&m mi,_ 

1 1 a) itary expedition in Sudan suc- 

U .[|4=* ceeded in bringing down the 

Mahdist regime in September 
1898, an international crisis erupted over a little- 
known provincial capital in south Sudan, called Fa- 
shoda. The crisis pitted Britain against France, with 
Egypt caught in the middle. London and Paris moved 
to the brink of war. In this instalment of his chronicles 
of Egyptian life based on reports published in Al- 
Ahram, Dr Yunan Labib Rizq tells the story 



ince to which Fashoda belongs, wrote to the khalifa 
in Omdnrman, informing Trim foat the French had 
entered the region from foe south. While the report 
so far confo rms to known facts, then it continues, 
“The c om m a nd ers of the Anglo-Egyptian expedition 
wrote to Al-Khatm- Mousa, tdMng him that die 
Egyptian Ministry of War would support him with 
money and ammunition if he would proceed south- 
ward to fond off any white men who crossed into Su- 
danese territory from the area of Bahr Al-Gbazal and 
to combat foe Frenc h in the south.” 

While the story contains a certain logic, it is dif- 
ficult to imagine tint die Egyptians would lend as- 
sistance to the very enemythey were fighting on an- 
other front. It is equally difficult to imagine that the 
Mahdists could easily be diverted to a remote area in 
the south when die much graver threat of advancing 
Anglo-Egyptian forces loomed from the north. 

• Within a week after die overthrow of the Mahdist 
regime on 2 September 1898, events in Fashoda cast 
tiunr shadow over die victory jubilation. 

five days after the Anglo-Egyptian victory at Om- 
ifaiiMi), a ship from die royal Egyptian fleet entered 
Khartoum, approaching from the south. On board 
were a number of Mahdist soldiers, bearing ominous 
tidings. They had come from Fashoda, where they 
found “an army whose flag resembles drat of die 
French." The army »tndc«l the Sudanese forces gar- 
risoned there, killing 100 and farcing the rest to Dee. 
Instead of finding Al-Taishi’s forces waiting for 
diem in Khartoum, they were received by die gener- 
al enmnwnder of the Anglo-Egyptian expedition. 
Lord Kitchner, who, upon interrogating the ship’s 
captain, confirmed rumors of die presence of die 
French in the south. Khchner forwarded this news to 
British authorities in *~*aim who instructed h«m to 
assemble “a considerable force" mid to proceed 
southward to confront the French. 

International opinion was on tenterhooks. The, sit- 
uation was about to explode, and Bishara Taqla was 
the only Egyptian journalist to travel to Europe. His 
p r ewiiH^ close to the tfafrimnm-iTHilriiig gfCltt in the 
French and British capitals lent Al-Ahram a distinct 
advantage in tins instance over the other ne ws p ap e r s 
of the era. In addition to the reports from Renters 
and other French and British news agimdes, Al- 
Ahram provided its readers with special insights that 
only its editor-in-chief was in a position to offer. 

Taqla spent twenty days in Paris; from 12 Sep- 
tember-2 October. During this period he spent one 
week in England, as we learn from the following 
riispgfpJi- “Today 1 depart cm my return trip to 
France from the British capital, where ] had spent a 
week investigating the c ur ren t trends of British gov- 


ernment policies." 

Al-Ahram' s pro-French stance was apparent from 
the outset The British press was subjected to the 
sharpest criticism, while die French press was treated 
with evident s ymp athy. Taqla writes; 

“The British press uses Egypt as a sword to strike 
forth in Sudan in die service of purely British inter- 
ests ami make British sovereignty over Egypt a pre- 
text to fulfil British greater designs.” 

Striking a more cynical tone at die conclusion of 
his trip to London, he writes, “Public opinion is ex- 
actly as the British government would have it The 
nation’s newspapers are a powerful instrument at its 
disposal, and they will say nothing that does not con- 
cord with the go ver nm ent’s perceptions of security 
and national interest" 

Criticisms levelled by the French press against the 
British were particularly well received. Al-Ahram 
was quick to adopt the French media position that 
“Egypt belongs to the Egyptians, Fashoda belongs 
to Sudan *nti Sudan belongs to Egypt" It rang true 
to Egyptian nationalist se ntim e nt s and it was di- 
ametrically opposed to British policy. For it to be re- 
alised, “Egypt must be free and unfettered. The Brit- 
ish must re tease their self-serving grip and leave." 

Its pro-French stance naturally gave rise to Al- 
Ahram' a customary rivalry with Al-Moqanam, the 
mouthpiece of the British occupation. Kitchner, ac- 
cording to Al-Moqattam, was “marching to Fashoda, 
armed to the teeth" and h pi cture d him as trouncing 
the French in no tim* anti bringing back their slaugh- 
tered corpses.” When events proved otherwise, Al- 
Ahram could not restrain its schadenfreude. Re- 
ferring to the owners of Al-Afoqattam, it said, “As 
soon as their eyes were opened to reality, they re- 
alised bow flawed their thinking was." 

Unfortunately, events developed contrary to Al- 
Ahram* s ex pe ctati ons as wefl. They bad hoped that 
the French position with regard to Fashoda would re- 
vive the Egyptim question in international di- 
plomacy, creating a climate that would constrain the 
British to end their occupation. The as pirati on was 
expressed by the natinnaiirt leader Mostafa Kamel, 
wbo was quoted in Al-Afu’ayyad, another newspaper 
with strong natio nalist sentiments: “What Egyptians 
must seriously consider is that Fiance is defending 
the honour of its flag, while die British are defending 
their territorial ambitions. Meanwhile, the Egyptian 
government is in foe distressful position of asking 
the British gover nm ent to restore all of Sudan to 
Egypt, which in turn means expelling foe French 
from Fashoda." 

Eager to sustain their aspirations, winch re s ted 
with tile French, and to die prospects of war 


in general, Al-Ahram pleaded peaceful dialogue 
over military conflict, which appeared more and 
mare inevitable in Fashoda. “The country which 
takes the first shot will bear the brunt of account- 
ability to mankind. We the r efo r e trust that neither 
party entertains thoughts of that nature," it com- 
mented. Bishara Taqla, in one of his dispatches from 
Paris, reaffirmed these sentiments: “The question 
must be resolved, either through negotiation or ar- 
bitration, for the sensible people in both countries do 
not conceive that a clash of arms is a solution." 

A solution, in fact, is forwarded by Taqla in his 
dispatch to Al-Ahram dated 13 September “We be- 
lieve that France only bided its time with regard to 
the Egyptian question because it was confident that 
events m Sudan would ultimately resolve it Eng- 
land, by divesting Egypt of Sudan, forced France to 
occu p y remote and uninhabited areas in Bahr AJ- 
Ghazal ami Fashoda, posing a counter to Britain’s 
rale from Egypt to Khartoum. Thus, if Britain 
claimed that Fashoda belongs to Egypt, and that Brit- 
ain would help the Egyptian government re-establish 
its authority there and then leave, France would be in 
an equal position to make the same c laim. This joint 
interest would naturally bring the issue before an in- 
ternational convention. If Britain were to refuse, it 
would be to her disadvantage, because France's oc- 
cupation of those territories stands in the path of her 
colonial enterprise in Africa." 

Taqla, in his article, was echoing the French 
stance. However, if France believed tbat it could hue 
Britain to the negotiating table, it was *wigt»k<»n The 
real issue, to winch Taqla had alluded in his article, 
was wmrh larger than Fashoda. 

The French presence in Fashoda not only posed a 
direct threat to foe British presence in Egypt, and to 
Britain’s control over foe Suez Canal navigation 
route, it also threatened the grand imperial vision for 
an Africa controlled via a Cape to Cano river and 
rail transportation artery. For this, foe British were 
prepared to go to war. It was little wonder, therefore, 
that foe heated haggling between the French and 
British governments would culminate in a British 
threat of war. Taqla gives what purports to be an eye 
witness account of foe event in Paris. In a meeting 
with foe French miniaer of foreign affairs, foe Brit- 
ish ambassador attempted, to convey the risks the 
French government incurred if it persisted in its 
stance and he asked foe minister to offer some 
pledge that France would relent When the minister 
refused, “The ambassador shot up out of his chair, 
his free flushed with anger. He grabbed his hat as an 
indication that be was about to leave, and said, 
‘Then, we are on the brink of war.’ The French min- 


ister was grievously agitated and feared dire con- 
sequences" 

Although we may be given to doubt foe accuracy 
of foe account given that 19th century diplomacy 
had already developed other methods of issuing such 
warnings, foe fact remains that the warning was giv- 
en. This, in conjunction with other circumstances, 
would ultimately force France to back down. 

At foe height of foe Fashoda incident, foe notorious 
Dreyfus affair erupted. Dreyfus, a Jewish officer in 
foe French army was accused of selling secrets to the 
Germans. Although he was later proven to be in- 
nocent, his trial provoked a wave of anti-Semitism in 
France. The deeply divisive issue split French society 
into two camps; foe Republicans and Socialists on 
one side and the Royalists and the army on the other. 

At the same time, the French were constrained by a 
bilateral defense accord they had concluded with 
Russia four years previously. The accord was aimed 
primarily to counter the threat posed by Germany. 
With regard to Fashoda, foe Russians advised the 
French not to allow the crisis to escalate to the level 

of armed conflict. 

Al-Ahram argued that “Russia is in total accord 
with France with regard to foe Fashoda matter. Rus- 
sia believes foai Great Britain is its traditional foe 
and that Britain's actions in the Near and Far East 
demonstrate hs anger over foe accord that was con- 
cluded between Russia and France." 

But the hopes Al-Ahram had pinned (M France 
were shattered. The news that Maichand was ordered 
to pull out of Fashoda came as a serious blow. Al- 
Ahram, and foe nationalists in Egypt, were thrown 
into disarray. “There must be a profound cause that 
led France to yield to British demands," commented 
Al-Ahram' & Cairo correspondent in dismay. What 
this cause may have been led foe writer to speculate: 
“France’s silence is the most tangible proof of a 
grave menace. We have already established that 
France was not afraid to challenge Britain at sea, 
since it was fully prepared to defend foe honour of 
hs flag and to fight force with force. Rafoer, some 
other reason must have conspired to augment 
Fiance's reservations: a threat by foe Germans or a 
s ugge stion that foe Italians will support the En glish 
at sea, or some other such circumstance that would 
so upset foe balance of power against foe French as 
to make entry into wax a mad endeavour.” 

Yet, even as Egyptians speculated about foe causes 
of foe dramatic French retreat, their predictions con- 
cerning its ramifications on the Egyptian question 
continued to be optimistic. Al-Ahram wrote: “Hence- 
forth, France will be compelled by two factors to 
fight the British at every opportunity, whether by 
peaceful or non-peace fill means. The first is foe im- 
portance of French interests in Egypt. The second is 
to avenge foe stain caused by having to force its val- 
iant soldiers to abandon foe land [Fashoda] that they 
reached after thirty months of arduous travel over 
vast seas, turbulent rivers and treacherous waste- 
land, performing glorious tasks foe likes of which 
history has never recorded." 

The following six years would prove that Al- 
Ahram's optimism was sadly misplaced. Fashoda 
muHcwi a turning point in Anglo-French relations. 
Henceforth, the two countries would turn from rivalry 
to cooperation in foe pursuit of their respective co- 
lonial interests, and Egypt would be the first victim. 


The author is a pro- 
fessor of history and 
head of Al-Ahram His- 
tory Studies Centre. 
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Insurance 


Co. of Egypt 

Your Safety lies where we exist 
- Cairo: 41 Kasr 
Afex .33 



Funding insurance facilities 

TRAINING programmes are seen as the key to developing 
and vitalising different labour sectors. The insurance sector 
is but one of these. In this light, Misr Insurance, headed by 
Abdel- Aziz Mustafa, established Its own institute in 1965 
whose programme is currently being updated with the nec- 
essary changes introduced to create a more modem training 
facility. Additionally, intensive marketing courses are being 
held far the benefit of all employees. Misr insurance's In- 
stitute is, however, not limited to the company's employees 
alone; rather, its programmes are offered to all who work in 
the insurance field In both Egypt and Arab countries. 


US$500 million 
authorized capital 



US$ 100 million issued 
and paid up capital 


Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt 
SAE 



For Investment Accounts Depositors 

that Profits for transactions carried out in the 
third quarter 

of the ftecal year 1 41 6 AH ending 1 9/2/1 996 will 
be distributed starting 24/1 0/1416 AH 
Distribution will be in 

* Local currency 

1- Investment accounts for no less than two years 


2 . 51 % 


2- investment accounts 

2 . 01 % 

* Foreign currency 

1.15% 

Total profits distributed reached 
L.E. 203.2 million 
until 19/2/1996 


Inter-Pak ’96 in Dusseldorf 


THE ARAB German Cham- 
ber of Commerce in Cairo, 
in cooperation with the Dus- 
seidorf Fair Organisation, is 
organising a symposium far 
Inter-Pak *96, to be held in 
Dusseldorf from 9-15 May. 

Participating In the sym- 
posium will be Dr Kohl, 
head of the Federation of 
Paper and Cardboard In- 
dustries, and Mr Kostarz, di- 
rector of Inter-Pak at the 
Dusseldorf Fair Organ- 
isation. 

The exhibition Is con- 
sidered the largest exhibi- 
tion in the packing and can- 
ning indust ry, w hich also 
indudes confectionery man- 
ufacturing. The two officials 
will shed light on the newest 
technology in the field of 
packing and canning using 


raw and processed materi- 
als. May Kheiry, the cham- 
ber’s representative at the 
exhibition, explained along 
with the newest technology 
for packing and canning 
pharmaceuticals and food- 
stuffs, special emphasis will 
be placed on making pack- 
aging more environmentally 


in other exhibition news, a 
large number of Egyptian 
companies within the textile 
and weaving industry will 
take part In the larged ex- 
hibition for fabrics and tex- 
tiles, in Frankfort, Germany 
from 12-14 March. The ex- 
hibition, which takes place 4 
times a year, showcases 
the latest materials, ac- 
cessories, fabric designs, 
and equipment used in the 


industry. 

More than 40 countries, 
inducting Egypt, will par- 
ticipate in the exhibition. 
The exhibition is of special 
importance for Egyptian 
companies, for it offers 
them a chance to display 
their wares in front of a 
large number of visitors. 
This is all the more im- 
portant, especially since 
Egyptian fabric exports to 
Germany have taken off 
since the last period. 

“Painting the town red” will 
take cm a different shade of 
meaning as Munich plays 
host to a paint exhibition, 
from 28-31 March. The ex- 
hibition will offer the latest 
developments in the area of 
adhesives and paints, along 
with the most modem tools 


and techniques for painting 
buildings and automobiles. 

Realising that these ex- 
hibitions are important to 
Egyptian companies and 


businessmen, the Arab Ger- 
man Chamber of Commerce 
is prepared to offer In- 
formation and assistance to 
all those interested. 


T« advertise In Money & Business contact: TekJ202) 3391071 Fax: (202)5786023 - 5786126 


Coca-Cola on top 

FORTUNE magazine’s fourteenth annual sur- 
vey placed Coca-Cola Company as the top- 
ranked company in America. 

it is the sevBfifii consecutive year that Coca- 
Cola has been ranked in the magazine's top 
ten of the best companies. 

In this survey, Fortune asked more than 11 
thousand managers and executives to rate 
companies along a variety of guidelines, which 
indude quality of management quatity of prod- 
ucts and services, quality control, creativity, 
and interest in the society and envfronment 
As a result Coca-Cola was given the highest 
longterm Investment value for the fourth year 
in a row, and iftewise received top marks far 
the quatity of its management 
The study Included 417 American companies. 
Among the companies ranked in the top ten: 
Coca-Cola, Proctor and Gamble, Rubbermaid, 
Johnson and Johnson, Intel. Hewlett-Packard, 
and Motorola. 

Coca-Cola is the largest manufacturer of car- 
bonated beverages In the world. Four of Hs 5 
braids (Coca-Cola, Coca-Cola Light Fanta 
and Sprite) have the largest worldwide drs- 
tribution, and consumers of more than 200 
countries enjoy 834 rrriflion servings every day. 


THE EGYPTIAN cabinet headed by Dr 
Kemal Ei-Ganzourl discussed proposals 
by the ministerial exports’ committee 
aimed at removing barriers to Egyptian 
foreign trade and exportation. 

The committee has previously rec- 
ommended the implementation of 5 meas- 
ures aiming at granting further facilities for 
exporters in order to double exportation 
rate. The first measure will reduce the ser- 
vice tariffs imposed on exporters. The 
second measure will seek to launch mar- 
kets for exports in Port Said, Suez aid 
Damfetta due to the industrial and com- 
mercial activities found in these places, 
such as the manufacture of cement fur- 
niture, leather, foodstuffs and textiles. 

The third measure wffl assign the Min- 
istry of industry the assessment of the 
cost of materials used in manufacturing 
exports, while the fourth measure will 
seek to produce customs tariffs on heavy 
trucks. 

The fifth measure states the importance 
of capitalising on the potentials of Egyp- 
tian offices and institutions abroad so as 
to open new markets for Egyptian exports. 


THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
IN CAIRO 

Office of Graduate Studies 
and Research 


ADC announces the availability of a 
limited number Of places in the graduate 
program for the fall semester 1996 in the 
following areas: 

* Master of Arts in: 

Arabic Studies (Arabic Language and 
Literature, Islamic Art and 
Architecture, Middle Eastern History) 
Economics 

English & Comparative Literature 

Journalism and Mass Communication 

Middle East Studies 

Political Science 

Soc iology-An t hropol ogy 

Teaching Arabic as a Foreign Language 

Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

* Master of Business Adm in istration 

* Master of Public Administration 

* Master of Science in: 

Computer Science 
Engineering (Materials and 

Manufacturing, Industrial Engineering 
Design, Environmental Engineering, 
Construction Engineering) 

* Graduate Diplomas in: 

- Islamic Studies - Management 

- Middle East Studies - Tv Journalism 

- Hospitality Management 


Requirements : Applicants must have a 
bachelor's degree with a minimum overall 
average of "Good” and pass the ADC 
English Language Proficiency Entrance 
Test (ELPET), or the TOEFL with TWE. 

p ^dline for application : March 31, 1996. 


For applications and further information 
please contact the Office of 
Admissions, Room 126M, 10 Sheikh Rihan 
Street, Cairo, from 9 a.m. - lp.m. daily 
except Friday and Saturday and official 
holidays, Tel. 3575012. 
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Travellers' book guide 

The one 
that got 
it all 
moving 

Napoleon Bonaparte, fascinated by 
Egypt brought with him various 
scholars specialised in science et al. 
Their records are now available in a 
single mini-publication 


Description de I'Egypte, a massive publication 
which originally appeared between 1809 and 1826 
in 36 volumes, caused a sensation and brought to 
Egypt large numbers of travellers from all over Eu- 
rope. It inspired adventurers, scholars, artists and 
opportunists to flock to the land of the Nile and 
each, in different ways, added to the growing fas- 
cination with all things Egyptian. 

Now, the marvellous illustrations of the famous 
Description have been reproduced in one volume 
and give to the lay public their first opportunity to 
see the detailed record of the monuments, culture, 
customs, flora and fauna of Egypt, so carefully re- 
corded by Napoleon Bonaparte’s savants. 

Napoleon's expedition to Egypt was a failure 
from a military point of view. He failed to wrench 
power from the British. But it remains remarkable 
for having given rise to a new science: Egyptology. 
Bonaparte was so fascinated by the history of 
Egypt that be brought with him numerous scholars 
specialised in various branches of science and art 
This commission of learned men, led by the artist 
and diplomat Vivant Denoo, a favourite in the court 
of Louis XV, accompanied General Desaix from 
Giza on his march up the Nile as far as Aswan. 
They kept records and made sketches of all the 
sites along the way. Never before had Egypt's an- 
cient monuments been so thoroughly explored and 
described. Never before had imaginary re- 
constructions of foe temples in their heyday been 
attempted, even to pennants fluttering on pylons, 
and priests accompanying images of deities in sol- 
emn processions (hiring religious festivals. 

As for modem Egypt, the narrow streets of Cairo 
and Alexandria were mapped out The splendid 
houses of the Mamlukes were drawn. The flora and 
fauna were p ainstaking ly painted. There was no 
end to the vision and enthusiasm of this learned 
group of scholars. 

Their interests ranged from inspecting machines 
for land irrigation to various methods of processing 



Alexandria's harbour 


commodities. The citizens of Egypt were portrayed 
at their different tasks, their headgear and robes de- 
picted Plans and maps were drawn, as were in- 
sects, sea-creatures, birds, plants and reptiles. This 
painstaking work is still considered the basis of 
many studies. 

In this day and age, when the speed and accuracy 
of modem technology has somewhat blunted our 
appreciation of human talent, Napoleon's learned 
scholars managed to bring Egypt within foe range 
of modem science' for the first time. This record 
could only stimulate further research, as, indeed, it 
did 

Some 400 engravers worked on the preparation of 
Description de I’Egypte , and over 2,000 people 
were engaged each year to complete foe project Its 
publication was without parallel in the annals of 
historical research. 

As a result of this massive endeavour, not only 
were Europeans encouraged to visit Egypt to see 
the wonders of its ancient culture for themselves. 


A zodiac, now in Le Louvre Museum Hair cutting and basketry were ammi» the famous professions of that time 


but it set off a lucrative trade in antiquities that has 
not ended, and in mummified flesh for medicinal 
purposes that fortunately has! Collectors acquired 
magnificent reliefs that were hacked from the walls 
of temples and tombs, as well as statues, and even 
before Champollion succeeded in deciphering file 
hieroglyphics on foe famous Rosetta Stone in 1822, 
he already voiced apprehension about the desecra- 
tion of monuments, urging that a government body 
be set up to protect them. 

Publication of Description also set going the ear- 
liest large-scale expeditions to Egypt, which in- 
cluded those financed by King Friedrich Wilhelm 
IV of Prussia, the Berlin Museum, foe Louvre and 
the British Museum. Individuals like die Italian ad- 
venturer-tumed-Egyptoiogist Belzooi, who was the 
first person to enter foe Great Pyramid, ended up 
discovering no fewer than seven tombs in foe Val- 
ley of the Kings, including the longest and most 
splendid of all — that of Seti L During his time in 
Egypt be ‘acquired* marvellous sculptures, some of 


them great monoliths in granite, which he sold to 
collectors in Europe. At that time, there were no re- 
strictions, no urge to protect foe Egyptian heritage. 
So numerous were his acquisitions that an exhibi- 
tion of his discoveries was organised in London in 
1820 and was subsequently taken to Paris where it 
also drew even greater crowds. 

Today, the pictorial put of foe publication that 
started it all is available to the general reader for foe 
first time. All illustrations in foe 36 volumes have 
been reproduced in a huge mini-publication: this 
might sound like a contradiction in terms, but it is 
not- The 1,006 pages make it a thick, heavy book, 
while its size has been reduced to a tiny 14 by 20 
cm formal 

True, the details on some of the temples, foe maps 
and texts, are obscure. But this is only to be ex- 
pected in so ambitious a publication which enables 
us to enjoy the 3,000 illustrations reproduced in full 
and to see some of foe monuments that no longer 
exist because they were either reduced to lime in 
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Close encounters 


From animals to artefacts 

In the fourth part of an occasional series, the Weekly explores the urban legacies of the Nile 


Never an ordinary source of water, the 
Nile features today in the disputes of 
nation states. But long before it be- 
came a political barga inin g tool, the 
river covered a 6,648km stretch of 
mysterious and unknown territory, at- 
tracting intrepid explorers. It took cen- 
turies for geographers to map foe 
twists and turns of the river. A study 
of the upper gorges of the Blue Nile 
was not completed until foe 1960s. 

In the 19* century, Cairo was al- 
ready the meeting place for scholars, 
geographers and explorers to exchange 
information and discuss their shared 
passion for foe Nile. Here, they un- 
packed their Eupropean bags to join 
their colleagues is poring over in- 
complete maps, comparing travel 
notes and planning future trips to un- 
familiar parts of foe river. Though 
those days are long gone, Cairo re- 
mains host to such meetings. 

The scholars once met at the Royal 
Geographic Society, founded in 187S 
and boused in a building that now lies 
on the grounds of the Shura Council 
across from the Cairo Barclays Bank 
on Sheikh Rihan Street. It has evolved 
from a place of scholarship into what 
is now known as the Ethnographic 
Museum — a rather hodgepodge col- 
lection of displayed items. 

The Egyptian army was the first to 
contribute to foe museum’s collections 
after returning from its military cam, 
paign in die Sudan at the end of the 
19th century. Some of the smaller 
items displayed in foe museum could 
easily have been tucked away in a sol- 
dier's pocket: metal amulets with tiny 
dangling bells, biscuit presses with ge- 
ometric and floral designs, and coins 
from various periods. 

Other items displayed are later addi- 
tions: they range from a collection of 
old shisha (waterpipes) and coloured 
blown glass vases and bowls, to an im- 
pressive, but dusty (or impressively 
dusty) velvet tent embroidered with 
gold Qur’anic inscriptions. Set on foe 
back of a camel, this tent was used to 
shelter an embroidered cover for the 


Holy Kaaba (stone shrine) in Mecca. 

A small room set apart from foe 
main collection, is dedicated to the 
achievements of the British in the 
building and maintenance of the Suez 
Canal. There are several models of a 
well laid out Port Suez city for 1926, 
1927, and 1929, placed in three cor- 
ners of the room. A motor-powered 
panorama simulating a ride through 
foe canal has painted figurines in 
1930s garb peering over a snip's prow 
as they pass various landmarks on the 
banks. 

While a visit to foe Ethnographic 
Museum offers glimpses into a long- 
gone era, many of the vessels on the 
Nile have retained their shape, if not 
their function. The standard design of 
foe Egyptian felucca has not changed 
over foe centuries, though today the 
boats are no longer the modes of trans- 
portation they once were. Today, foe 
boatmen who steer feluccas make their 
living from taking passengers out for 
short scenic rides. As guests sit on 
benches along the edges of the boat, 
boatmen move from prow to don, ad- 
justing the sails and steering foe craft 

Many of those who work in Cairo at 
the docks along the Nile bail from As- 
wan, Luxor, and Korn Ombo, where 
their ’New Nubia* community has 
grown since they were first relocated 
there in the late 1960s, when foe 
whole of Nubia was mandated after 
the construction of the Aswan High 
Dam. They work for the dock owners 
for several months at a time without 
their families, and then return to their 
homes, laden with the good things that 
money can buy. Though there are sail- 
op of various ethnic backgrounds, Nu- 
bians bold the repu tation of being the 
best sailors. On rare occasions, pas- 
sengers might bear those who guide 
the craft speaking Nubian — a dying 
language long replaced by Arabic — 
as they set the sails loose and rein 
them in again. More frequently they 
chant a haunting Nubian refrain. 

When early explorers first went up 
the Nile with their Egyptian and Nu- 


bian guides, they kept records of foe 
flora and fauna they encountered. 
Some of foe exotic animals can be 
seen by visiting foe Cairo Zoological 
Garden, located in Giza, not far from 
the Nile. There, visitors can see some 
of Africa’s most, exotic species for 
themselves, in a delightful setting. 
Open from 9AM to 4PM during foe 
wmter, foe zoo covers 80 acres of 
land. Wide circular paths nnrfpr an- 
cient mandrake trees are foe favorite 
promenades of young couples, truant 
teenage schoolgirls and their boy- 
friends, and families with «m «ll chil- 
dren who wander through the land- 
scaped grounds. 

The zoo was originally founded by 
Khedive Ismail, who donated land 
from his palace grounds as well as an- 
imals from his own private collection. 

Many of the species, once plentiful 
in the Fayoum Depression and around 
oases such as Dakhla in foe Western 
Desert, are now only found further 
south. Highlights of a trip to the zoo, • 
therefore, are animals like foe hippo, 
giraffe, elephant, and the once revered 
water creature of ancient Egypt — the 
crocodile. 

A special attraction at the Cairo Zoo 
are four hippopotami bom on the 
premises: Karima, Samira, Aida and 
Nora, who swim on hot days in their 
large pool and have more freedom in 
the grounds than most other, more ag- 
gressive, creatures. 

The River Nfle that traverses Egypt 
on its .way northward to foe Med- 
iterranean passes Pharaonic monu- 
ments, rural communities, and highly 
developed industrial and university 
towns. While its waters still, in some 
places, rise to die level of the fields by 
such ancient devices as the saqya and 
the shaduf modem technology has 
now largely replaced foe ancient, and 
one has to search the urban legacies of 
the last century for a fuller apprecia- 
tion of the river that captured the at- 
tention of Herodotus, because be was 
the only care who lmew of foal which 
flowed from south to north. 1 
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fire 19th century or dismantled to use as quarry. 
Some of the reliefs record details th3t no longer ex-._ 
ist, in colours that have been bleached or destroyed 
by enviro nment al pollution of one kind or another- L 
These records also make possible an interesting 
comparison between the temples as found by Na- 
poleon's savants, frequently obscured by village 
housing constructed within their walls, and foe', 
cleared and restored monuments we see today/ 
Also, foe lives of the rural people are shown, which' 
differ little from conditions still found in many 
parts of Egypt today — apart from the clothing. 

To possess such a book is a rare opportunity. The' 
publisher points out that the original French capv. 
tions have not been translated, and that “the someS 
times idiosyncratic spelling of foe Napoleonic age" 
has been retained.’* ■ ■ 

Description de I'Egypte is available at the Amerv. 
ican University in Cairo bookshop, and at all major-, 
book stores, roc LE125. 

Reviewed by Jill Kamil 


Nefertari in demand. 

IT WAS a foregone conclnskm that 
every visitor to Luxor would not be. 
able to see NefertarTs newly opened 
tomb. But no one foresaw the large, 
number of disappointed guests, ot 
visualised the long ticket queues tfaaLC 
form every day before dawn. Tour- 
ists have been seen raking their 
way across foe Nile at 4AM, quite 
happy to sit out die opening or tire 
ticket office in order to see foe beau- 
tiful queen. . i 

The number of visitors who have 
successfully gained entrance to foe 
tomb in the past four months has al- 
ready reached 18,000; and foefeg 1 
turned away in disappointment,. 
33,000. Although it was announced 
that tickets can only be purchased on- 
the morning of foe viewing, some, 
tour groups are managing to ma- 
noeuvre men way ahead of toe shew 
ering, woollen-clad queue-formers 
— much to their annoyance — and 
foe numbers that are daily permitted 
to enter, we hear, by far exceed foe 
ori ginal limit of SO,' esfablifoed 10 
maintain suitable conditions for con- 
servation. 


Mummies worth it 

OVER foe last three months of 199 
foe Mausoleum of Mummies at 
Cairo Museum clocked m'239 ( 5&8 
'visitors';-'- out of a total of 674,000 
who visited foe museum The mum- 
mies’ viewers were happy to pry eaP 
tra to peek at the remains of some'of 
Egypt’s most illustrious kings. •• '■ 
More flan a few fretted that foe bod 1 - 
ies, stripped of their adornments^ 
looked “rather pathetic.” Others 
were delighted at the “strong fea- 
tures and high cheek bones” of Rank 
ses II - — the greatest builder in an- 
tiquity. ' ' 


Cairo Zoo (above) and a 
model In the Ethnographic 
Museum (below) 


King Tutfs open? 

DESPITE what have become per- 
ennial rumours of the closing of Tu- 
tankhamen's tomb fix - study, restora- 
tion, conservation and protection, jt 
nevertheless seems to be open wfaetS 
ever visitors him op at the Valley of 
foe Kings. Although the tomb is 
small, a total of 164,600 tourists vis- 
ited it within a three-month period. 
A comment frequently heard among 
visitors: “How all those treasures in 
the museum fit into foal tiny tomb, 
we shall never know.” 
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First round standings 


Club ‘ • P W : L D GF ■ GA GD Pis 

Sharqiya 7 6 1 - 18 . 3 +15 19 

Souib > 7 5 - 2 .16 5 +11 19 

Sayadin ■ 7 4 2 1 17 .8 +9 16 

Police U. 7.4. 1 2 9 . 6 +3 14 

Zamalek - 7 . 3 4 .- 19 11 16 13 

S. Ei-Dokhan. 7‘ 2 4 14 12 -8 11 




Smouha 


14 -13 8 




El-Shams - 7 - ‘6 1 3 29 -26 8 
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Thrilling and fierce competition at the national hockey league 


photo: Mohamed Wassim 


Fight is on for hockey crown 

The top four hockey teams from the national league’s first round are primed for all-out war in the second round. Eric Asomugha predicts grudge matches galore 


The first round of the national hockey league ended last 
week. And, under a new system devised by Egyptian 
Hockey Federation President flam*! Shirazi, the weaker 
teams are no y eliminated and only the four top teams 
from the first round will remain to fight it out in the sec- 
ond — which is a major qualifier, for die African dubs 
League Cup. 

When the final first-round tally was made, Sharqiya 
emerged ahead of the pack, but only on goal difference. 
On points, Sharqiya were, level pegging with Soulb, 
both with 19 points. Back from suspension, two early 
season losses to Sharqiya and Soulb had not augured 
well for Sayadin, who came in third with 16 points, fol- 
lowed by Police Union and then Zamalek. The national 
team coach's own team, Sharqiya El-Dokhan, had man- 
aged only two wins to be placed sixth, trailed by Smou- 
ha, and. in last place, El-Shams. 

In the final matches at Cairo stadium last week, SotDb 
upset Sbarqiya 1-0 and Sayadin beat Smouha 2-0.. At 


die Police Union grounds, Sbarqiya El-Dokhan defeated 
El-Shams 1-0, while Zamalek lost to Police Union. 

For Sharqiya, the loss to Soulb made a sad ending to 
the first round, and disappointment was etched on the 
players' faces. Sharqiya had remained unbeaten 
throughout the season and were optimistic that they 
could maintain their winning streak. Out in the lead 
with 18 points from six matches, they seemed to take 
the outcome of their encounter with Soulb for granted, 
despite the feet that their opponent was trailing by 
only two points, with four wins and draws to their 
credit. 

It was a slow-paced match, and supporters were in for 
a long wait before h sparked to life. A 20th minute sec- 
ond-half penalty corner converted by Mohamed Samir, 
one of the three brothers in charge of Soulb’s attack, fi- 
nally propelled the match into action. Sharqiya stepped 
up foe pressure and launched sporadic attacks. Play- 
maker Magdi Abdallah was everywhere. Amr Osman in 


centre. Nabil Fawzy from right and Ayman Darwish 
overlapping from behind. South's half was besieged, 
but the defence stood firm. Sharqiya earned successive 
short corners which were well taken but lost The final 
blow was a 34th min ute penalty lost by Abdallah. 

On the other side of the city, at Police Union stadium. 
Zamalek were unable to hold off Police to make the fi- 
nal four. They battled tooth and nail, but their best was 
not good enough, and Police scraped into foe final four 
as the underdogs, a point ahead of Zamalek. This match 
was also a clash of foe coaches, with foe national team's 
current assistant coach, Mustafa Motasser and the 
team’s former coach. Mohamed Hamouda both feeling 
they had something to prove. At the end of 70 minutes. 
Police bad scored two solid goals which unlucky Zam- 
alek could only answer with one. 

The final four are now poised for the second round, 
another great opportunity for old rivals to settle their 
scores. Police have always been a great torment to 


Sharqiya in crucial tournaments — Sharqiya 's first 
tournament loss, in foe 1984 league, was at the hands 
of Police, and Sharqiya’s recent defeat by Soulb is an- 
other grudge the team would be only too pleased to set- 
tle. To add to their fervour in this regard, Sharqiya will 
doubtless recall that their second tournament loss, the 
1994 Egyptian Cup. was at the hands of Soulb. Mean- 
while. the recently reinstated Sayadin team will not be 
able to forget that it was their match with Soulb, in the 
battle for 1994 league's runners-up, which caused the 
ugly incident resulting in their suspension, dis- 
qualification from foe league, and life bans for three of 
their players. 

So come summer, we should see a display of foe very 
best Egyptian hockey has to offer — a battle of the ti- 
tans with old enmities lurking to spice up the action. All 
foe other teams would like nothing better than to de- 
throne Sbarqiya; Sharqiya, meanwhile, are determined 
to resist any attempt to usurp their crown. 


Board meeting 

PRIME Minister Kamal El-Ganzouri last week met with foe board 
of foe Supreme Council for Youth and Sports to discuss means of 
improving and developing sport in Egypt. The council's board in- . 
eludes foe ministers lor tourism, culture, defence, information, ed- 
ucation, foe interior, health, industry, local administration and El- 
Aqwaf (religious endowments). Abdel-Moneim Emara, foe Su- 
preme Council’s head, also holds ministerial status. 

The board decided to implement a five-year plan to expand 
sports’ facilities, with foe construction of new stadiums, pitches 
and indoor halls. It also agreed that Egypt would organise more in- 
ternational and world championships. 

Tennis. ___ - ■ '■ , ... 

.TOP-RANKED Steffi Graf, sidelined since undergoing foot- sur- 
gery in December, will make her 1996 debut at this week's Evert 
Cup, her first tournament since winning the WTA Tour Champion- 
ships last November. Jennifer Capriati, who began her comeback 
last month at a tournament in Germany, and Monica Seles, will 
also be playing in the Evert Cup. 

For the first time, this event will be played at foe same time and 
on foe same site as the Champions Cup men’s tournament. ■ 


Skiing 

KATJA Seizmger became the first German in 20 years to capture 
foe overall' Skiing World Cup title when she finished third in foe 
last downhill race of the season. Seizmger came in ahead of her 
closest rivals. Anita Wachter of Austria and fellow German Mar- 
tina ErtL Her performance was sufficient to give her the title with 
three races left in foe season. 


THREE Austrian skiers have been found dead after being crushed 
in an avalanche near Wetfenegg, 300km west of Vienna in the 
Austrian Alps, local police said. Rescue workers managed to dig 
one other skier out of foe snow. Elsewhere, & man died in another 
avalanche that struck Kitzbuhefer Horn, 450km west of the Aus- 
trian capitai- 


Disabled sport 

THE EGYPTIAN Federation for Disabled Sport is organising foe 
first ever Egyptian international wheelchair rally over a distance of 
1,000km. The race, which begins on 20 April, wifi be held in com- 
memoration of Sinai Liberation Day. 

The first round will begin from Saint Catherine's, and foe rally 
course will include both the North and South Sinai governorates 
and foe Red Sea. France, England, Germany and Algeria are 
among the countries which have agreed to participate. 

Judo 

THIS WEEK, Egyptian judo champions Heba Rashid and Basil El- 
Gharabawi are participating in the Polish International Champion- 
ships in Warsaw. The event is part of their preparation for Atlanta 
’96, where both judokas will be representing Egypt in foe Olym- 
pics. Heba Rashid won the gold medal in last year's Polish cham- 
pionships. 

Basketball 

FIVE clubs will represent Egypt this week at foe Arab Club Cham- 
pions' Championships taking place in Lebanon; from 13*24 March. 
The teams are: Ahli, Zamalelc, Gezira, Ittihad and Sporting. In foe 
last championships, in Cairo last March, foe three Egyptian clubs, 
Ahli, Gezira and Ittihad, took the first three places in the men's 
competition, while Ahli’s women’s team took third place. 


Marathon 

IZUMI Maki, competing in her first marathon, surged ahead to win 
the annual Nagoya International Women’s Marathon by nine sec- 
ond, Maki, Japan’s national half-marathon record holder, finished 
foe 42.195km run through the streets of Nagoya in 2:27:32- holoa. 
Sacbiyo Sfeiyana. also of Japan, was second m 2:27:41. The race 
was one of foe last chances for Japanese women to catch the atten- 
tion of *« Japanese Amateur Athletics Federation, which is se- 
lecting three marathon runners to represent foe country in foe At- 
1 Jta Olympics. — — 


Boxing 

FORMER world he3vywight champion Lennox Lewis and m s pro - 
moters have been stopped fo their bid to prevent Britain’s Frank 
Bruno’s 1 6 March fight with Mike Tyson being billed as a world 
title bout The court order ensures that foe Bruno-Tyson fight will 
n be for the World Boxing Council crown, currently held by Bnmo. 
ittris had Maimed that he should have been next to fight Bruno, 
because he [Lennox] had defeated Lionel Butler in a 1994 bouL 
The WBC had announced a! the time that the winner of this fight 
would be foe next world title challenger. 

Compiled by Abeer Anwar 
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Penalty pushover 


photo: Medhat Abdet-Harrud 


LAST Sunday, Zamalek. in their red and white striped strip, met foe Mauritian 
team Sunrise, resplendent in yellow and black stripes, at foe Cairo Stadium. 
The meeting was the first leg of foe first round of foe African Club Cup for 
League Quunpions. 

Despite a weak performance, Zamalek managed to beat Sunrise 3-1. a victoiy 
only assured by two penalties, reports Nashwa Abdel-Tawab. The fust was scored 
by Mohamed Safari in die game’s seventh minute; the other came in the 26th minute 
of-tbe second half, and was put away by Ahmed El-Kass. Sunrise meanwhile 
scored a penalty in the ninth minute of foe second half. Zamalek’s Qassi Said netted 
die Mauritius' net with the third goal in foe second minute of extra time. 

Halted in their attempts at attack, foe Mauritians resorted to defence — 


which foe team are famous for. Overall, though. Sunrise are not a strong team. 
However, despite their tactical weakness, they played a rough game, and were 
forced to play the second half with two players missing. Both had been sent 
off, one for a serious foul and foe other for objecting to the referee's orders. 
Zamalek wilt fly to Mauritius on 24 March for foe second leg match. 

Last year's Egyptian league champions Ahli, have been banned from this 
competition for two years by foe Confederation of African Football (CAT). 
The ban was a result of Ahli's insistence on backing foeir controversial 
players, twins Hossam Hasson and Ibrahim Hassan, against foe CAF. Ahli 
threatened to boycott foe competition for a year if foe CAF suspended foe 
Hassan 5. The CAF responded by banning Ahli for two years. 


Sinai’s 1070km cycle run 

Cyclists in the 30th Tour d’Egypte are pedalling their way through South Sinai. But, reports 
Eman Abdei-Moeti, the race is proving an uphill struggle for the Egyptian teams 


At its launch in the 1950s, the Tour 
d’Egypte was a world class race, tak- 
ing fts inspiration from foe Tour de 
France. But as sponsorship faded 
away it gradually slipped into de- 
cline, and it was not until the '90s 
that attempts were made to restore the 
race to its former glory. 

After four years of effort. Tarek EI- 
Guindi, secretary of the Egyptian 
Cycing Federation, succeeded in get- 
ting International Cycling Federation 
recognition of the tour, first as an in- 
ternational competition, then as a su- 
per-tournament with ‘real' prizes. 
The latter achievement was largely 
due to foe Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports (SCYS), which 
granted foe Egyptian federation 
LE300,000 for foe event Further fi- 
nancial assistance came from foe 
Egyptian Tourist Authority (ETA), 
which saw the race as a potential 
tourist attraction, drawing visitors to 


Egypt’s beauty spots. 

Now the competition is back on its 
feet again, with $10,000 in prizes. In- 
stead of foe usual fust prize of a car, 
.this year's winner will be awarded 
$2,500; second prize will be SI ,500; 
$1,000 for third prize; $750 for fourth 
and fifth; $500 for sixth 3nd seventh: 
$250 for foe eighth and ninth; and 
5100 for foe tenth. 

Although foe distance to be covered 
this year is the usual 1.070km, foe 
course is not a straight run from Cai- 
ro to Aswan. Instead, the whole race 
is taking place in South Sinai, passing 
through Dahab. Sharm Ei -Sheikh, 
Nuwriba, and Si Catherine's, “The 
race will be divided info eight stag- 
es,” explained Add Yasin, head of 
foe fetation. “But first, we had an 
11km preliminary race to determine 
the order of foe teams at tire starting 

line.” 

The preliminary race was held in 


Dahab, with 1 1 teams, two each from 
Egypt, Russia, and Germany, and one 
each from France, the Ukraine. Al- 
geria, Tunisia, and Syria. One of 
Egypt’s teams came first, and so was 
placed first in the order of the teams, 
followed by the Ukrainian, and then 
the French, teams. However, France 
won the first stage, cycling the 
141km around Sharm El-Sheikh in 
13:53:24 hours. Algeria came sec- 
ond, followed by Tunisia. Federation 
officials were alarmed that Egypt's 
best team could only manage sixth 
place, with a time of 13:58: 13 hours. 

In foe first stage individual event, 
France's Oliver Martin woo first 
place in 4:23:46 hours, followed by 
Algerian Haddad Khalil, then Ukrai- 
nian Molchara Otic. Egypt's Abdcl- 
Rahman Tawfiq came in fourth. 


Edited by Inas Mazhar 


Federation secretary Tarek El- 
Guindi immediately held a meeting 
with coaches Uri Lafranchki and Es- 
sam Ashour, and the federation's 
technical committee to express his 
surprise and disappointment at the 
poor performance. “This is a pro- 
fessional standard of competition, 
and our cyclists were expected to be 
up to it T he commented There was 
also disappointment that, despite bet- 
ter organisation and international stat- 
us. few world class cyclists had 
turned up for foe race. 

During foe second stage on Sat- 
urday. France maintained its first 
place, with the Ukraine coming in 
second over foe 178km distance to 
Sharm El-Sheikh and back. The third 
stage, on Sunday, saw Egypt ahead of 
the field for the first time, as foe cy- 
clists followed a 66km course around 
Dahab. They were followed by the 
Ukraine and France. 


Olympic 

countdown 


Egypt in Atlanta 

THE EGYPTIAN Olympic 
Committee has decided on foe 
Egyptian official delegation and 
has selected some of foe ath- 
letes who will represent Egypt 
in Atlanta ’96. 

The athletes with a ticket to 
Atlanta are: Rania Elwani and 
Tamer Zenhom in swimming: 
Heba Rashid and Basil El- 
Gharabawi in judo: Mohamed 
Khorshid in shooting; Ali Ib- 
rahim in rowing and Mustafa 
Abdel-Harefo in wrestling. The 
handball team has also been se- 
lected. 

Epo tests 

THE INTERNATIONAL 
Olympic Committee (IOC) has 
declared that it plans to test ath- 
letes at this year's games for 
eroythropoietin, or epo, doping. 
Prince Alexandre de Merode, 
president of the IOC's medical 
commission, said that a way 
had finally been discovered of 
detecting foe drug. Epo stim- 
ulates production of red blood 
cells, which carry oxygen and 
so give foe body more energy. 

Cape Verde in 

WITHOUT foe benefit of 
coacb, sponsor or teammates, 
Henry Andrade will nev- 
ertheless be representing his 
. country. Cape Verde, in foe 
Olympics. Andrade, a hurdler 
who finished sixth in the US 
Olympic trials in 1984 and 
1992, holds both US and Cape 
Verde citizenship. 

Andrade is confident that he 
can meet foe Internationa] Ath- 
letics Federation flAAF) stan- 
dard, but his entry is secured 
because he is the only top class 
athlete from his country. Under 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee rules, all countries, no 
matter how small, are eligible 
to enter athletes in the Olym- 
pics. 


Arab on the IOC 

HASSIBA Boulmerka from Al- 
geria is foe only Arab to be se- 
lected by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) for 
election to tite IOC’s Athletes 
Commission. To be eligible, 
candidates must have competed 
in two Olympics and been a 
member of foeir own country's 
IOC Athletes Commission. 


Politicos out 

ATLANTA Olympics organ- 
isers have assured foe IOC that 
Taiwanese political leaders 
would not be invited to this 
summer's games and said that 
all precautions were being tak- 
en to prevent terrorist attacks. 

He Zhenliang, China's mem- 
ber on the IOC’s executive 
board, reiterated Beijing's op- 
position to the presence of any 
Taiwanese government officials 
at the games. 

Taiwan, which China con- 
siders a rebel province, is al- 
lowed to compete in foe Olym- 
pics using its Chinese name, 
Taipei. Beijing had hinted foal 
it might boycott the games if 
Taiwanese leaders were invited. 


Super device 

A STATE-of-tbe-art device 
considered three times more ef- 
fective than standard drug- 
testing equipment will be in use 
at this summer's Olympics. The 
high resolution mass spectrom- 
eter can detect steroid use up to 
three months prior to testing, 
and are far more sensitive in 
detecting the presence of the 
drug, according to IOC Medical 
Commission chairman Prince 
Alexandre de Merode. 

The spectrometers, which cost 
up to $500,000 each, can detect 
approximately three times the 
□umber of cases than is pos- 
sible with standard equipment 

The machines have been used 
at foe IOC-accredited la- 
boratory in Cologne, Germany, 
where 64 positive cases were 
detected last year in weight- 
lifting, compared to just 1 7 pos- 
itive results the year before, 
when standard equipment was 
in use. 


Fan Coke 

THE COCA-COLA company 
hopes to cash in on foe Olym- 
pics with an advertising cam- 
paign foal focuses on foe fans 
rather than the athletes. Their 
campaign will carry the slogan; 
“For the fens”. 


In for a pound 

ROBBIE Pound, the accountant 
hired by foe Metropolitan At- 
lanta Olympic Games Author- 
ity, the body charged with mon- 
itoring preparations for Atlanta 
'96. has said that foe chances of 
the games making a loss have 
been reduced. 

Pound had previously warned 
that the organisers had only a 
50-50 chance of breaking even. 
Bui his confidence had risen, he 
said, because the authority was 
placing a greater emphasis on 
controlling costs. 

- recompiled by Nashwa 
Abdel-Tawab 
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Salah Enani: 

In 

your 


Somewhere between aloof artist 
and pragmatic bread-winner, at 
41, he’s found a way to make 
both Jekyll and Hype happy 





Even if you haven't heard of Salah Enani, you've 
probably seen one of his paintings. It’s practically a 
trademark: Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz sitting 
at a coffee house, his mole nearly bigger than his 
bespectacled head The image sticks in the mind 
maybe because the media's Mahfouz really does 
seem like all glasses and mole sometimes. 

Salah Enani the artist can be just as much ofa car- 
icature. Say his name and the first thing that comes 
to mind are the vests and ties, the vibrant colours 
and lush corduroys he always wears. Then the beard 
and macho store. Scanning die scene at his favourite 
hangout, he seems to fashion hims elf Cairo's M as- 
tro ianni and Van Gogh, at the same time. 

Salah has been painting his trademark caricatures 
for over a decade now. Some might consider dis- 
covering your artistic niche in your 30s, then lick- 
ing the icing for the rest of your life, a bit of a sell- 
out Others would call it smart as hell. 

He specialises in what might be called tender mo- 
men is. At his Hanager exhibition, I beard an urgent 
whisper in the vicinity of a painting called Tango: 
“Look where his hand is!”. Indeed the man and 
woman are doing much more than dancing up there 
in that frame. He's got his arm draped round her 
neck, and is steadily heading south... Then that's 
The Cinema, a larger work with pawing going on in 
about ten different places (including on screen). 

The art sells for thousands, but among the most 
finicky of critics, Salah has two strikes against him. 
The first is his style. Everyone may love caricature, 
but is it serious an? And secondly, why has such an 
accomplished painter painted nothing else for the 
past ten years? 

He's been busy, for one thing. Most people are sur- 
prised to learn that the sharp-dressed pop painter and 
king of the late-night cultural elite is also a university 
lecturer, director of El-Gbouri Cultural Palace and 
founder of the international ly-rcnowned Tannoura 
Whirling Dervishes troupe that performs there. For the 
past eight years, in addition to the eight solo shows, 
he's been turning die Mamluke palace on the other 
side of El-Azhar Street from El-Hussein into a play- 
ground for the colourful dreams of an artist-prince. 

Just like bis paintings, the routine choreographed 
by Salah for the troupe — a mish-mash of labla- 
driven mawwal and Mevlevi meditation — creates 


an instant bond with audiences. Salah scoffs at the 
suggestion that be has given up an the noble quest 
for “art that is important". He readily admits that 
the Hanager show is extremely representative, but 
“look carefully,” he says, “at the works on dis- 
play... there's a multitude of styles. Every piece 
could lead me in a different direction." 

Prior to his explosion into colour, Salah's work was 
phenomenally depressing. Sketches in black and 
white, a morbid purple haze, people-eating trees — 
much of which ended up as illustrations for the com- 
plete works of Yehia El-Taher Abdallah. 

But “art is a paradise that deceives us with its 
colours,” sang Mohamed Abdel-Wahab. And art- 
ists are sponges; at one point, Salah discovered 
German expressionism's thick figures and Latin 


it, you might make the same comments about their 
work, but more along the lines of "didn't 1 see this 
somewhere in foe US about twenty years ago?” 

One can picture Salah twenty years ago, sitting at 
Cafe Riche with Yehia El-Taher Abdallah. They 
are talking about the true nature of man, of how, 
under foe wrong circumstances, people begin to re- 
veal their most hidden, and most despicable, traits. 
Salah and his friends are just entering university, 
and are seething with foe anxious anger of culture 
and revolution. Abdallah and the other doyens were 
mostly down-and-out, trading their gritty, lively 
company for dr inks and lodging. 

From there arose the obsessive sympathies with foe 
poor and oppressed. Salah himself was hardly bom 
with a silver spoon in his mouth. Brought up in Iower- 


Hiere they are, everywhere you turn. ._ 

Now, somehow, everything has been turned on 
its head. The popular appeal of his art and his jxk 
sitkrn with the Ministry of Culture in many- ways 
make him part and parcel of the very same es- 
tablishment he might in passing refer to in super- 
ior, dismissive tones.' 

In other words, foie artist no longer works on the 
fringe. Salah is everywhere, a sort of Re naissanc e 
figure in a modem worid that berth wants 1 and 
doesn't want such a man. He is trying to do every- 
thing — complete a PhD in the arts, run El-Ghouri, 
live the bohemian. life, be a serious painter, give in- 
terviews, take part in national celebrations, do book 
covers, play the roie of es tablishmen t golden boy 
and rebel all at once._ 




since college, days. “And he has really worked on it 1 ! 
'i-r- foe . hair, the clothes, foe beard, the whole at- - 
titude. Rut b ehind thaf'fecade is a very loving, nice' 
!guy. It’s that little boy V naivete, perhaps. Once 
. .when I was very down in the. dumps Salah met me \ 
' to try and cheer me up. He gave me a parcel and 
said, 'Look; do you want to see' the poser for my 
exhibition?' It was the first poster' he’d made, and'.; 
his pride and excitement made me smile.” _ -* 
A turbulent divorce two years ago got Salah thinks 
mg more in terms of reaipolitik. Now that he has his 
14-year-old son, Taber, to take care of on his own 
(with a little help from his friends), he is more ob- 
sessed with where his work might take him. 

.. . He craves the approval and applause of his peers. 
He wants to make his marie on tire worid. He wishes 
everyone would be like 




American street art’s ultra-bright colours. Just as 
mauve and green figure predominantly in his latest 
work, yellow and blue had before. 

Still, there's foe curly-haired lass I overheard at 
Hanager “1 wonder why this looks like last year's 
show?” Salah shrugs. He thinks the only other artists 
with similar sales records are busily churning out 
third-level imitations of avant garde. The way he sees 


middle-class Imbaba, his father was a “compressor 
expert for a British company,” as he — somewhat 
grandly — puts it. 

' But suddenly, the alleywty became a potential work 
of art a gold-mine of irony and humour in the face of 
tragedy. And after ten years as an illustrator for Rose 
El- Yausstf, that's where Salah found his niche. The 
vivid colours of foe living museum. His subjects? 


him But he craves his 
uniqueness also: his niche 
in the art world, his 
clothes arid social per- 
sona. He stares down any- 
one who seems to be 
dressed as slickly. He Es- 
teps carefully and keeps 
tabs an who’s putting on 
an exhibition where, 
who’s writing a book on 
what.. 

Are these the com- 
promises required by the 
times? That an artist 
flourish on all levels, be 
creator, marketer and ac- 
countant of his work... 

IrR The Nobel laureate at the coffee house; a galaxy of icons of modern Egypt; El-Wlssada The future only iMtidsfur- 
El-Khalia (The Empty Pillow), inspired by a Abdd-Halfm Hafez film; a self-portrait ther calamity, predicts Sa- 

^ ^ _______ lah. He seems to look for- 
ward to this, Hke a 


So when does be paint? And bow did he finish those 
40 huge works fra foe show? Berhaps it seems too 
easy. We tend to expect a moody, holed-up de- 
meanour from brilliant artists. That’s the caricature 
we've been painted, and Salah, that great painter of 
caricatures, is in real life quite steady. 

“It’s a persona be has developed over the years ” 
says a very close friend, who has known him' well 


biblical preacher predicting Armageddon. He sees. 
hims elf as a warrior not in any violent sense, mon£ 
ss a survivor. Anyone wEo can stay in a good mood in 
foe midst of such tragic circumstances deserves that 
much self-respect, at least. 


Profife by Tarek AtSa 




by Madame Sosostris 


♦ Let this be a week of fun and ognised and the deserving bon- 
celebration, I cried; a week oured. And so it was. Quite 
where foe masses are Yec- honestly. I’ve never had so 


Egypt what you can 
in from anywhere else 
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much fun, rushing from re- 
ception to reception, barely 
having a minute to even catch 
my breath before it was time to 
move on once more. Luckily 
for me, my engagements were 
all confined to one area in Cai- 
ro. God knows how I would 
have managed if I bad been in- 
vited to ac- 
company my 
good friend, di- 
rector of the 
Danish Helnan 
International 
Hotels com- 
pany, Enan 
El-Gal ali to 
South Africa. 

There was 
once a time 
when it was 
just a hop, skip 
and a jump 
or as they say 
these days, a 
hip-hop and 
bump away for 
me. Alas, now 
even going 
from Ewart 
Hall to the 
Sony Gallery at 
AUC proved lo 
be quite tire- 
some. Still, I 
have no regrets. Clockwise: E 
There's not Denmar 

many my age Director An 


ganised by the Fulbright Com- 
mission last Saturday, where I 
rubbed shoulders with a ver- 
itable galaxy of eminent per- 
sonalities from the cultural, 
academic, diplomatic and 
business communities in 
Egypt Once we had watched 
a thoroughly enjoyable per- 


Symphony Orchestra Ahmed 
EJ-Saedi, forma Opera 
House director Tarek Ali 
Hassan, pianist SeHm Sid- 
nawi and director of the US- 
Mid-East Performing Arts 
Council Nazih Girgis. 

aa Every one’s a winner in my 


Aswan, so I was hardly sur- 
prised when ha name was 
called out Akher Sa 'aa mag- 
azine reporter, Osman: Abd 
Rabbu,was awarded for his 
series of articles on wasted 
drinking water, Mounir El- 
se mari, a ; professor of fine 
arts, also duly gained recogni- 


# And if there was ever a 
week when journalists got their 
fair. share of jwsognition, this 
past week was h. To coincide 
with International Women's 
Day, tire. National Branch of 
UNESCO scheduled a -re- 
ception. yesterday in AUC's 
Ewart Hall to' honour two 
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have no regrets. Clockwise: Enan 0) with Prince Henrik of 
There’s not Denmark; (1-r) FuQj right's Executive 

many ray age Director Ann Radwan with Selim Sehab, 
who can proud- Ramzi Yassa, Oleg Prokofiev, Nazih Girgis 
ly fed that and Selim Sednaoui; Kuwait celebrates its 
they've lived a National Day Hi style at the Sheraton; 
fell and happy Alice El-MaOahh; Sanaa’ EJ-Bisi 
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they've lived a National 

fell and happy Aik 

life, and there 
does come a 

time, alter all, when one has 
step aside and allow others a 
chance to create their own 
memorable experiences. And 
El-GalaB's recent trip to South 
Africa as part ofa delegation ac- 
companying Queen Margaret 
H of Denmark, ha husband 
Prince Henrik and Crown 
Prince Fredrik, as well as the 
Danish Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs HeJvig Petersen, is rax: 
I'm sure he’ll not quickly for- 
get: it’s not often one ac- 
companies Ornish royalty to 
South Africa and holds talks 
with high-level South African 
officials about Denmark's role 
in financing various develop- 
ment projects there. 

4 My week began with a 
splendid reception party, or- 



formance of the classic chil- 
dren's orchestral tale, Pro- 
kofiev’s Peter and the Wolf at 
AUC. we headed in droves to 
the Commission’s main office 
to commemorate the 43rd an- 
niversary of the composer's 
death, and honour his son, 
Oleg. And who else would 
truly appreciate such an event 
but the most prominent names 
in Egypt’s music business. 
The air was filled with sweet, 
sweet tunes as I mingled har- 
moniously with renowned pi- 
anist Ramzi Yassa. conductor 
of the National Arabic Music 
Ensemble Selim Sebab, con- 
ductor of the Akhnaton Cham- 
ber Orchestra. Sberif Mo- 
hieddin and his wife, soprano 
Nevine Altouba, resident con- 
ductor and director of the 


pack of cards, and yesterday I 
had the honour of being 
present at the Ministry of In- 
dustry’s conference hall as the 
Society of Writers on Environr 
meat and Development 
(SWED) awarded prizes to 
members of the media for their 
top coverage of the environ- 
ment in 1995. Even with over 
30 entries to choose from, 
should 1 even mention that Al- 
Ahram, of course, featured in 
the five winning entries? I' 
think not Editor of Al-Ahram's 
environment page Wagdi Riy- 
ad was recognised for his ex- 
tensive coverage of vital en- 
vironmental issues; I had 
already seen TV director Far- 
ida .Armas’s documentary 
films. The M/e Is Suffering and 
The Natural Protectorates in 


tion for three articles entitled 
Cairo ‘s Nile: Environment and 
Beauty; Mohamed AJxfeF 
Maksond was recognised for 
bis contribution . Each of foe 
winners was awarded a 
LEI 5 00 prize, although I'm 
sure that to them, the recogni- 
tion itself is much, much more 
significant, especially once 
they found out -that, to share 
the moment until them by at- 
tending the ceremony, were 
Executive Manager of the 
Egyptian- Environment Affairs 
Authority Salah Hafez; 
jSalama Ahmed Salanra, . 
head of SWED and prominent 
political columnist at Ai- 
Ahram. and Randa Fouad, sec- 
retary-general of SWED and • 
press counsel! or at the. UN Ur- . 
ban Development Programme. 


women in the field of journal- 
ism. Both of whom,- funnily 
enough, . also happen to be 
ppod friends of mine. Editor- 
in-chief - of that marvellous 
magazine, Nisf EI-Dunya , Sa- 
naa’ EI-BIsi, was awarded a 
prize for her distinguished ef- 


Now In Egypt 


forts in the fields of Egyptian 
and Arab journalism, and ha 
unique journalistic style — not 
to mention, of course, ha tal- 
ent at coming up with scoops 
and bold ideas. I would like to 
wish Sanaa 7 a speedy recovery 
and hope that she comes back 
soon, safe and sound, from 
Cleveland where she is 
currently undergoing 
medical tests. Afice El- 
Mallakh, journalist at 
Al-AJman and Nisf EI- 
Dunya , was rewarded 
for ter distinguished ser- 
vices in tire field, es- 
pecially the issues of 
women and children. : 
And, if my memory 
-Serves me well, I believe 
that tins is not foe first 
time Afice has gained 
recognition — last yea, 
on International Popula- 
tion Day, her work was { 
also duly recognised by 
the UN ’ s Population Ac- 
tivities Fund. 

♦ Meanwhile, some- 
where on foe other side 
of the Red Sea, the fes- 
tivities were in full 
swing. Kuwait's na- 
tional day was celebrat- 
ed earlier this week, 
and Faisal Al-Kbaled, 
Kuwaiti ambassador to 
Egypt, and his lovely 
wife, played their role 
-marvellously by bold- 
rag a splendid re- 
ception party at the 
Sheraton. Arab and for- 
eign ambassadors, Egyptian 
and Arab ministers, media 
personalities, journalists and 
foe Kuwaiti co mmunity . in 
Egypt all donned military 
outfits and deshdashas ■ - to 
come together to celebrate 
the glorious occassion. 
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